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Dove Tales 
Angels Corner 
We are all angels with only one wing.  We can only fly while embracing each other. 

—Luciano de Crescenzo Thanks… 
… to all the bakers who helped the 
Youth by providing baked goods for 
their bake sale which provided funds 
for their Disneyland trip… 
…to Tim Beasley and the Adult 
Choir for recording “Jesus is the 
Rock” for the Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth gift bags…  
…to the ESL teachers for their 
commitment to working with our non-
English speaking neighbors in helping 

them to learn and better understand 
English… 
… to the Pictorial Directory Team 
for coordinating everyone for picture 
sign-ups… 
… to everyone who participated in the 
30th Anniversary Celebration (see 
more on pages 6 & 7)… 
…From Nancy McDonald: Thank 
you to everyone on the Anniversary 
Committee, especially Pastor Paul 
Hansen, Tim Beasley, Loretta 
Block, Devra Betts, Michele 
Anderson-Beck, Faye Bastarache, 
Ann Taylor, Matt Mordini, and to 
each and every one who helped in any 
way.  Of course, thanks to God for 
allowing all of us to express our time 
and talents with each other to show 

what a great Church Family we are.  
My prayer for the congregation of 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church will be 
to continue praising God, showing 
your Grace, and allowing your 
overflowing of Generosity, not just 
during a time of celebration, but 
everyday of our lives.  God bless you 
all. 
From your editor:  My deepest 
appreciation to Dottie Stockton for 
filling in as newsletter editor last 
month, while the Hopkey’s moved.  

Jackie 
IT TAKES MANY HANDS 

WORKING TOGETHER TO DO 
GOD’S WORK 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations of $4,193.00 through October for the 2015 general budget.  

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. 
 
 A worship note from Pastor Paul 

I love the music that is such a 
wonderful part of our worship life 
at Holy Spirit.  I’ve noticed, 
however, that many times during 
the musical offering some 
worshippers take this as an 
opportunity for loud conversation 
with their neighbor.  Many people seek to be in prayer or 
simply enjoy the beauty of the music and/or lyrics during 
these offerings.  If something must be communicated to 
another, please whisper or keep it as brief as possible so that 
we do not distract others.  Thank you! 

 

Angels among us 
“When God wants to speak and deal with 

us,” said Martin Luther, “he does not avail 
himself of an angel but of parents, or the 
pastor, or of our neighbor.”  Never 
underestimate how powerfully God can use 
you in the life of a child, a church member, a 
friend or a stranger.  

The Hebrew word for angel also means 
“messenger.”  You may be specially chosen to 
deliver to someone the message of God’s love or guidance.  
Listen intently for what God would have you share with 
others, then do so faithfully and caringly.  

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2015 Year-t0-date 
Ministry Program Income $   31,782.99 $  340,015.12 

Ministry Program Expenses $   34,816.25 $  327,598.55 
Difference $    -3,033.26 $    12,416.57 

Debt/Building Income $     3,951.00 $    50,781.50 
Debt/Building Expenses $     6,573.00 $    65,730.00 

Difference $    -2,622.00 $   -14,948.50 
NET INCOME $    -5,655.26 $     -2,531.93 
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 Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931 

(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107 
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org 

Web site: http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org 
ELCA: www.elca.org 

WORSHIP HOURS 
(Nursery Provided) 

Saturday Worship 
 Traditional 5:30pm 
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 Monday-Thursday 8am - 4:30pm  Friday 8am - 12:00pm 
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Jim Cassidy 630 740-8003 
Dana Hackett 702 510-2747 
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Janet Saterlie 702 658-8042 
Greg Trunoske 702 655-7404 
Cindy White 702 243-5647 
Lynne Cavalieri Recording Secretary 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 E-Mail: JackolynH@aol.com 
Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block Collators: Ruth Ann Isaacs,  Sue Mayer, Mary West 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Paul’s Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2015 
Dear friends in faith, 
Advent is a season of the church year that the cultural Christmas of consumer excess and exaggerated happiness tries to squeeze out of 
the picture each year.  Advent is meant to be a time of patient waiting, longing, intense prayer, and hopeful trust. 
One way to think about Advent is to think about preparing for the birth of 
a baby.  Of course, Christmas is about the birth of a baby into our world and into our lives.  But let’s think about preparations made for the 
coming of our own children.  If you’re not a parent, surely you know someone who went through some intense preparations for the expected birth of a baby. 
First, we have the signs and the promise of a coming birth.  A woman begins to feel something different is going on inside of her.  A test 
confirms a pregnancy, and parents and others alert themselves to the coming life.  It may not always be the case, but for our purposes, let us imagine that parents are excited about the coming arrival. 
But in order to be prepared, some changes have to be made by those.  Mother focuses more carefully on eating the right foods and avoiding 
dangerous substances.  Parents begin to plan for where the new arrival will sleep.  A crib and a car seat may need to be obtained.  Friends and 
relatives come together to help with the preparations by providing gifts of clothes and diapers and all kinds of needed supplies.  Electric outlets are covered and chemicals are placed out of a little one’s reach.  
Mother, especially, experiences discomfort.  Perhaps most importantly, parents prepare for a shift in priorities.  This arrival means some things 
need to change! 
The anticipation builds and the wonder of it all overwhelms.  Parents and loved ones find themselves caught up in something much bigger 
than themselves! 
Finally, a birth brings delight and life.  The waiting, longing, prayers, and 
hopeful trust have been fulfilled!  We take joy in what God has done! 
Let’s observe Advent in patient waiting, longing, prayer, and hopeful trust! 

Your friend in faith, 

Pastor Paul Hansen 
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Music Minister 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Many Gifts 

I was so happy to see all the talent displayed at our recent 30th Anniversary Talent Celebration. Thanks to everyone who participated and also to those in the audience. Holy Spirit certainly doesn’t have a shortage of talented people. 
For those of you with musical talent, I’d like to extend the invitation to share in our worship services. Especially, you’re invited to sing or play on Christmas Eve. All our music groups will be taking part and we invite you as well. 
This year our Christmas Eve services will again take place at 5:00pm, 7:00pm, and 9:00pm. Each service of worship will be different, giving everyone not only a choice of time, but also a choice of worship style. Each will have Holy Communion and 

will close with the traditional candle lighting and singing of “Silent Night.” 
The 5:00pm service will be a children’s Christmas service. The Sunday School children will present drama and music. The KidSong Choir will also present a special Christmas offering. 
The 7:00pm service will be a contemporary style worship service much like our Sunday morning contemporary service. We’ll celebrate with upbeat carols of praise and lift our hands to the baby Jesus. 

The 9:00pm service is our traditional Christmas Eve service.  We continue our tradition of carol singing and we will be joined by the Adult Choir and the Handbell Choir to sing and ring in the birth of a Savior. 
Blessings to you this season, 

 Council President 
 

Michele Anderson Beck 
 
The Anniversary Celebration 
weekend was amazing!!  I hope you 
were able to come to some or all of 
the events planned that November 
weekend.  So many hands, so many 
hearts and so much love came 

together to make a beautiful weekend with God, God’s grace 
and God’s generosity as the focus. 
I have to admit, I really thrive on large events!  The planning, 
the creation, the production and the final event are really my 
passions.  I love seeing the ‘audience’ be surprised and enjoy 
their experience.  I especially enjoy our Holy Spirit events – 
for me, that’s when I really feel God at work in the process 
and in me. 
I often have lofty goals – many may call them, or even me, 
crazy.  But as I just said – it’s when I feel God at work in me 
and in the outcome the most.  Anniversary weekend was a 
perfect example – we had very big goals for a long weekend.  
I had volunteered to do a lot of things in a very short time 
period – it was going to be up to God for all this to work. 
Max Lucado reminds us in his book, “Glory Days”, that as a 
member of God’s family, we need to come to him, not as a 
stranger, but as an heir.  To earnestly make your requests 
known to him; not because of what you have achieved, but 
because of what Christ has done!  “Jesus spilled His blood for 

you – you can spill your heart before God.”  So spill I did – I 
immediately went to God, told him that I had probably 
overextended myself with these plans and promises, but that I 
needed his help.  The Anniversary Celebration was to 
celebrate his church and his people – I asked him to help me 
deliver what he wanted me to do. 
And deliver he did! These last weeks of 
preparation were full of God – his Grace 
and Generosity filled every moment of 
my production time.  When things 
stopped flowing, I would stop and ask 
God for help.  When things were going 
well, I thanked  him.  When things 
seemed mountainous, I asked God for 
help. When he gave me ideas, I thanked 
him.  When technology seemed like it 
was fighting for me – I asked God for help.  When my 

computer started to work the way I needed it to, 
I thanked him.  When I hit a snag or a creative 
block, I asked God for help.  At the end of the 
day, I thanked him.  There were so many 
Godwinks these past weeks! 

“Ask and it will be given to you,” Jesus said in Matthew 7:7. 
“It is a battle, but you do not fight in vain. Call on God for 
great things!” Thank you God, the Anniversary Celebration 
Weekend was amazing! 
 

Tim Beasley 
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Ministry Coordinator 
 

 
Devra Betts 

 
 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20 
We are a friendly church.  We are a 
welcoming church.  We do some 
inviting.  We are a serving church.  
But what does it mean to be a 
missional church?  First, being 
missional does not mean we stop 
being friendly, welcoming, and 
serving.  In January, the leadership of 
this church gathered with Rev. John 
Schaumburg of the Grand Canyon 
Synod to discuss the state of the 
Church and what it meant to be “missional”.  The resource we 
used was “Living Lutheran: Renewing Your Congregation” by 
Dave Daubert.   
The times are changing.  Church is no longer the center of our 
culture.  How do we (Holy Spirit Lutheran Church) partner 
with God to bring the gospel to a community that is growing 
more disconnected from the church and from God?  In what 
way is it best to partner with God?  The best way, for a person 

or an entire congregation to 
decide that, is to take a good look 
at what our purpose is and what 
guides our ministry decisions.  
Out of the Bible study and 
conversations that took place with 
the leadership over two 
weekends, a proposed purpose 
statement and guiding principles 
were formed to focus our ministry 
over the coming years.  

The proposed purpose statement and guiding principles will 
be presented at the January 2016 Congregational Meeting:  
Purpose Statement: 
Rooted in Christ, we are sent to show and tell God’s love. 
Guiding principles: 
1. Jesus is Lord and Savior 
2. Faith grows through prayer, worship, and study of God's 

word 
3. We are called and gifted to serve with compassion 
4. Everyone is a minister 
5. We cross barriers to tell God’s story 
6. We invite all into a relationship with God and the 

community of faith 

The purpose statement and the guiding 
principles will be most powerful if we 
embrace them and live them out together.  
The leadership wants you to have a voice 
and an understanding of how they were 
created and what it means to live them out.  Come and join the 
conversation!  Two times have been set aside for Bible study 
and discussion.  The first is Sunday, December 6 at 1pm.  A 
soup and salad lunch will be served.  Please sign up on the 
Connection Card.  The second date is Friday, January 8 at 
6pm.  Watch for sign-ups for this date in mid December.  
The Holy Spirit is the mission developer—we get to 
participate! 

With JOY! 

  
 
Dinner with a Twist 
Trying to make healthy changes to your diet? Trying to make 
sense of shopping and meal planning?  Do you get stumped on 
what changes to make?  Join a group of like-minded people.  
Learn to make easy changes to gain the most health benefits.  
Friday, December 4 at 6pm we will gather and discuss healthy 
eating during the holidays.  Sign up on the Connection Card.  

 
 
 

 
 The 2015 Advent Devotional written by the Holy Spirit Lutheran Church faith community  became available November 28.   Don’t forget to pick up your copy.   Thank you to the writers and editors for making this devotional possible. 
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A Celebration of God, Grace, & Generosity! 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 30th Anniversary ~ November 13-15, 2015

Friday evening, November 13 ~  
Sharing and enjoying our talents 

Voices: Adult Choir, KidSong, 
 Karen Harris, Nikki Ostby 
Piano: Daniel Vaughn, Helen Wang,  
 Julius Quarnstrom,  
 Caroline Trunoske 
Dance: Skye Grady 
Gymnastics: Chloe Ryan  
Magic: Joshua Anderson, 
Stuart Beck 
Violin: Matthew McMahan 
Drama: Rebekah Signoretti 
Banjo: Chuck Callaway 
Mandolin: Bryan Callaway 
Comedy: Linda Middleton, 
 Pastor Paul & Elaine 
Hansen  
Story Telling: Judi Hempel 

Emcee: Eric Ryan 
 

 
Thank you to the 21 talented people 
who participated and to Tim Beasley, 
Devra Betts, Faye Bastarache and 
Eric Ryan, coordinators!

Saturday morning ~ Service Blitz! 
Jen Anderson, Terry West and Cindy White volunteered at 
Faith Lutheran Jr./Sr. High School Thrift Shop. 
Sally Magnuson, Mirium Tsui and Leah Tsui shared their 
time out at Martin’s Mart Thrift Shop. 
Elaine Hansen, Leslie Zak, Joshua Anderson and Karen 
Harris painted at Family Promise. 
Charlie & Norma Kesling, Ray Betts, Faye Bastarache, 
Nancy McDonald, Jeremiah Anderson, Joanne Engler and 

Janice Schrumm spruced up the Sanctuary, 
Sacristy and Prayer Room. 
Don Cleveland & Darren Cleveland helped a 
member pack for a move. 
Thank you to the 20 volunteers who participated 
and Janice Schrumm, service blitz coordinator! 
Saturday Evening Dinner & Celebration 
Special thanks to our evening meal sponsors: 
Dick & Betty Kovach and Luther & Cindy 

Creed. 
Thank you to: 
Rustic Gourmet Services, who catered the Saturday night 
dinner. 
Bryan Lee and his family for the delicious dinner. 
Michele Anderson-Beck, our hostess for Saturday night’s 
Celebration. 
Barry Clayton for his role in the 
“past” presentation 
Karen Harris & Devra Betts for 
their role in the “now” presentation  

Our Youth for the “future” 
presentation. 
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Sunday Fellowship Celebration 
between worship services 
Sponsored by our Fellowship Team!  
Thanks Ruth Ann Isaacs & Mary West for hosting this fun 
time. 
We hope you were able to connect with new faces and old 
friends! 
Special thanks: 
Michele Andeson-Beck for her media expertise: Stewardship 
videos, photo loops  
Barry Clayton/memory video 
Jim & Patti Cassidy for handling the memorabilia sales 
And to the 30th Anniversary planning team:  
Nancy McDonald,  
Michele Anderson-Beck,  
Pr. Paul Hansen, Devra Betts, 
Tim Beasley, Loretta Block,  
Faye Bastarache, Ann Taylor, 
and Matt Mordini. 
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 Children’s Ministry   The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults   through Christian Education and Fellowship. .

 
t happens every year!  Advent and Christmas just seem to sneak up on me!!  I love this season as we celebrate the quiet birth of a Savior in a stable in Bethlehem.  The Sunday School children will have a special part in the celebration on Christmas Eve at the 5:00pm service.  Please watch for details in the bulletin in the upcoming weeks for more information.   The children will practice for the Christmas Eve service during the Sunday School opening time in December, so please try to attend Sunday School regularly the next few weeks if your children will be participating in the Christmas Eve service;  There will be NO Sunday School December 27 or January 3.   As I write this, I am reflecting on what a fun weekend it was celebrating the 30th anniversary of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.  So many wonderful memories were brought back and what an amazing job the planning committee did and all the people who helped!   We had a celebration party of our own for the Sunday School children during the Education hour on November 15.   Thank you to Judi Hempel for leading the storytelling, Rebekah Signoretti for leading the “Jesus” sand craft project.  Edie Bush and I had fun leading games - Edie the famous “Fruit Loop Relay”, Jenga and Bible matching game and myself, Bible Bingo.  The only downside was we ran out of time to do everything we had planned! The first Sunday in Advent is celebrated on November 29 with a breakfast sponsored by the Fellowship team and family craft making sponsored by Children’s Ministry (as 

this newsletter will likely be received before December 1, thought I’d mention this again here!)   This is always a fun time for families and all ages are invited to participate in the crafts.  We will have one Christmas decoration to make that will be one per family.  The other crafts are such that everyone can make one if they wish.  If you have young children participating we ask that you participate WITH your child and assist them in making the craft as a family time together.  There will be NO Sunday School on November 29.  Thank you all for your support of our Sunday School Mission projects in the form of your Sunday School offerings each week, and for supporting our Feed the Hungry Sundays by bringing non-perishable foods for Lutheran Social Services the first Sunday of each month.  The children have really been excited about helping our global community in these ways and your support has been awesome!  Don’t forget our next “Feed the Hungry Sunday” will be December 6.  Thank you to Amy Trunoske and the awesome youth group volunteers who helped with the carnival games during the Harvest Festival.  They all stuck it out till the end and seemed to have fun helping all the young children with the games.  I really appreciate their help and great attitudes! Have a blessed Christmas as we reflect on the reason for the season. 
Blessings,  

Gwen Jolls 
 

  

Congratulations to the following  Sunday School students with Perfect Attendance for October 2015: Preschool Carolina Caison Za'kia Clark Lincoln Ryan Zania Smith 
KG/1st/2nd Grade Ikaika Alcantara Isabella Quarnstrom Kjetil Ryan 

3rd/4th Grade Leilani Hanisch Gaverial McGregor Rinta Julius Quarnstrom Laurelei Ryan 
5th Grade Douglas Caison Thaddeus Nance 

 
 

 
“Decem-bears” will be the theme 

of the Stories with Ms. Judi in 
December on the 1st and 15th.  All 
children not in school on Wednesday 
morning at 10:30 are welcome to 
come with their care givers for stories 
about bears. 
 
 

I
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Youth & Family Ministry
 

he last four weeks have been very busy!  
Since my last article, and only two weeks 
after Family Promise’s Cardboard City 

fundraiser, we had the Holy Spirit annual 
Harvest Festival.  Once again the youth 
participated by helping to set up, run games 
and cleanup at the festival.  The event was 
followed by our new tradition of a Harvest 
Festival after party.  We had 13 youth participate, 
plus a few more that did not stay for the after party.  

We decided to 
forego a movie and 
opted for games 
instead.  We had 
some healthy snacks 
and played some 
fun games.  Can’t 
wait for next year! 
The following 
weekend we had a 
bake sale to raise 
funds for our 
Disneyland trip.  I am 
happy to report that 
thanks to the 
generosity of this 
congregation between 
the donated baked 

goods, your purchases and donations we raised enough 
money to send all 10 of our youth and three chaperones 
to Disneyland.  Thank you so much!   
That very next weekend the Holy Spirit participants 
joined six other churches to embark on a whirlwind 
journey to Disneyland!  This was the first trip to 
Disneyland for many of our kids.  Unfortunately, I had 
to work that day so I could not attend the trip, but our 
kids had a great time!  It was a long day for everyone, 
but well worth it.  I cannot wait for it again next year when 
hopefully we can get even more youth to participate, and me 
too.   

The weekend after our 
Disneyland trip was the 30th anniversary 

celebration for Holy Spirit.  Not only 
did we have some of our amazing 
youth participate and share their 
super skills in our talent show, but 
six of our youth also performed a 
skit during the after dinner program 

Saturday night.  We chose to focus 
our skit around acceptance based on 

Galatians chapters 27 and 28.  Thanks to 
Nikki Ostby for filling in as the narrator 

and filming it 
for me as I was 
not feeling my 
best that night.  
The kids did a 
great job both 
in the talent 
show and their 
skit.  I was so 
proud of 
them!!   

As we enter into December and the final weeks of 2015, I encourage all of our youth to reflect on what we have accomplished and what we have learned, the fun we have had and the struggles we shared.  Let’s take our experiences and make 2016 our best year yet!  Bring your ideas, new and old.  Bring your opinions on things you loved and things we could make better.  Bring your hopes on what you wish our youth ministry could accomplish or where we could go.  We will make some amazing goals in 2016.   
Our next event is still a work in progress, so please check the STORM Facebook page often to see when we have our next youth event.  Hugs and Blessings,  

Amy Trunoske 

T
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    Discipleship ~ Small Groups
 Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ, 

and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.
 

The 
Women’s 
Christmas 
Party and 
Ornament 
Exchange 
will be 

Tuesday, December 8 at 6:30pm at the 
home of Norma Kesling.  Join us for 
a fun evening!  Bring a wrapped 
ornament ($10 value), appetizer or 
baked goods to share, and a spirit of 
joy and generosity.  Come and play! 

 Save the Date! 
January 9 & 10 
Dr Don Bierle 
will be at Holy 
Spirit.  Dr. 
Bierle has an 
unusual ability 
to analyze 
technical, 
scientific and 
theological 

subjects, and communicate them in a 
clear, original and fascinating way.  In 
addition to giving the message during 
worship, Dr. Bierle will teach during 
the Education Hour and he will 
present a forum on the reliability of 
the Bible from 3-5pm on Sunday, 
January 10.  Invite your family, 
friends, neighbors!  

 Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth 
This appears to be the time of the year for celebrations.  First, we just celebrated the 30th Anniversary of our loving Holy Spirit family.  Then we were into Thanksgiving, a great time to remember our many blessings.  W.I.T.S. has been blessed by the wonderful staff at NPHY.  Other 

blessings come at surprising times.  During the graduation ceremony for the graduates of NPHY, WITS gave a small New Testament from the Gideons to all the graduates in a gift bag.  Afterwards, two of the graduates thanked us for the Bibles.  One said “Now I don’t have to carry my big Bible so when I get a break at work, I can pull this small one out and read it.”   Another said, “A lot of people say I should become a preacher since I talk about God a lot.”  He also said he would like to come to our church service.  We told him we would pick him up but so far he hasn’t called.  We haven’t stopped praying for that to happen.  You just never know what blessing you will find when you go to the drop-in-center on Shirley.  We also count our whole church family as a blessing because of the tremendous support for the approximate 11,000 homeless youth in our city.  We have delivered warm coats and clothes as well as over $600 in fast food gift cards, books, devotionals etc.  We could not have done this without GOD’S people.  
December brings super busy times and WITS will be busy putting hygiene kits together, as well as lunch bags to hand out to the homeless youth during the holiday season.  These brown lunch bags contain drinks, pretzel bags, chips, and fruit snack bars.  We try to fill 200 bags so if you are able to donate any of these items, please put them in the NPHY barrel in the east Sunday School entrance lobby.  WITS will make Christmas bags for 10 of the homeless young people at NPHY.  If you would like more info on this project and to help out, please contact Marcia Chapman 702-645-7236 or talk to her at church.  She has a list of their requested needs with her at all times.  We will meet at Marcia Chapman’s home December 8 at 9:30am to put all these gifts, lunch 

bags and hygiene kits together.  Please let her know if you will join us for that endeavor.   We want to especially thank Jenny Zweifel and Alison Rodriguez for making handmade Christmas cards.  Thank you for this amazing year of giving prayers, donations in kind, money etc., to WITS for NPHY. WITS has indeed been blessed with a loving church family Merry Christmas to you all! W.I.T.S 
 
 

 
The Outreach Ministry Team 

plans to deliver baked goods on 
Christmas Eve to our police, 
firefighters and hospitals in our area.  
These are the people who keep us safe 
and are often under-appreciated.  We 
will need bakers as well as drivers to 
make deliveries.  Also if anyone has 
plastic tray(s) they want to donate, 
please let us know.  They will not be 
returned.  

Please sign up on the connection 
card.  Deliveries will be made in the 
morning, the day of Christmas Eve, 
December 24.  Any questions, please 
call Cyndy Ryan, (850) 382-4011or 
Patti Cassidy, (630) 740-8003.  

Cyndy Ryan and Patti Cassidy 
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Fellowship ~ Prayers
 
 
 
 
 

Where has this year gone?  Hard 
to believe it’s time to put up the tree, 
hang the lights, 
dig out the 
decorations, bake 
the cookies … 
and most 
importantly, 
make our journey 
together to 
Bethlehem to celebrate the birth of the 
Christ-child.   This is a busy time of 
year for all of us! 

The Fellowship Team has had a 
busy 2015, too — bake sales, soup and 
bread suppers, various luncheons, the 
steak cook-out, congregational picnic, 
chili supper, 30th anniversary 

celebration, pie fest, Advent breakfast. 
That’s a lot … and I’ve probably 
forgotten something!   

After 
each of 
these 
events, 
someone 
comes to 
me and says “Thank you”.  I smile, 
and then I say, “It’s not me; it’s my 
team.”  I tell others that all of the time.  
HOWEVER, I almost never tell my 
TEAM!  So, to end the year, I want to 
say, “THANK YOU, FELLOWSHIP 
TEAM!  Each and every one of you is 
so very important to me.  You are 
always there to help to make the ‘food 
events’ turn out perfectly!”  Thank 
you and Merry Christmas to Amy 
Trunoske, Ann Taylor, Jane Wittes, 
Jill Chenicek, Kristin Kerr, 
LaShone Manning, Linda 

Middleton, Lynne Bogner, Marcia and Dean Chapman, Marsha 
Stephenson, Mary and Terry West, 
Patti and Dick Moyer, Patti Cassidy, 
Sharon Manning, Sue and Dan 
Mayer, and last but not least, Ron 
Isaacs — who really puts up with a lot 
from me but keeps coming back for 
more! 

Merry 
Christmas 
everyone.  The 
Fellowship Team is 
equipped and ready 
for 2016! 
Ruth Ann Isaacs 

Home 702 
839-0362  

Cell 702 839-8201  
2risex@cox.net

 Good and gracious God, we give thanks to you for the members and the ministry of this congregation: for those who had the vision to begin this congregation, for those who sustain its present ministry, and those who will carry its mission forward into the future.   Merciful God, we pray for political refugees and all who seek asylum; for war-torn nations and our global neighbors accustomed to the sound of bombs and gunfire, especially Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and Afghanistan.  We pray also for those who lost loved ones or suffered injury or trauma in Paris.  We ask for your protection and, as Jesus instructed us, we also pray for our enemies.   Healing God, we pray for those suffering from illness and disease, and for the family, friends, and caregivers who love them; for all who cannot afford medical care when they are sick; for all who mourn and suffer, especially Lori Ann Amons, Virginia Bartholomew, Linda Clayton,  

Lillian Dilworth, Helen Geraci, John Granttham, Laura Haynes, Susan Hicks, Ardes Hughes, Sandy Hughes, Jo Jirousek, and Dave Johnson.  We pray also for Kathy Moses, Patti Moyer, Jean Pritchett, Keith & Bev Quirk, Shirley Rogers, Corey Schaefges, Jane Seum, Zach Seum, Nancy Wier and Jane Wittes.   Also in our prayers: Linda Clayton’s mother, Sherrie; Dave Johnson’s granddaughter, Reese; Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Linda Middleton’s uncle; Dorothy Morrison’s uncle, Bob; Patti Moyers’ father, Albert; Quirks’ granddaughter, Tammy; Ann Taylor’s grandson, LaKendell, and her brother, Albert; and Amy Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert. Bless Dottie Stockton, her daughter, Terri, and all who mourn the loss of Terri’s husband, Gary.  Help us to trust in your promise of resurrection life. Into your care, Alpha and Omega, we entrust all for whom we pray.  Be with us now and always, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Born in our “life-barns” 

I set [the Precious Moments 
Mary] there beside the sleeping 
Jesus, knowing that we have it all 
wrong.  It isn’t in the sweet pastels 
of life that we find Jesus, that we 
encounter Him in a new way.  He 
isn’t born in our sterile birthing 
rooms. He isn’t wrapped in soft, 
sweet-smelling fleece.  He isn’t in  

 
the carefully structured, pleasantly perfect places we like 

to create for Him.  
 Instead, we find Him in the stink, in the noise, in the out-
of-the-way, hard, sticky, smelly places of life.  No, Jesus is not 
born in our palaces, or even in our guest rooms. He’s born in 
our life-barns.  He’s born in the place where nothing seems 
right, where nothing is as we think it should be. 
 That’s the real Jesus. 

—Marlo Schalesky, Wrestling With Wonder   
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Maxwell’s Musings “When we were children, we were grateful to those who filled our stockings at Christmas time. Why are we not grateful to God for filling our stockings with legs?” 
—G.K. Chesterton 

t’s been a whirlwind around Holy 
Spirit this last month with the 
Harvest Festival and 30th 

Anniversary preparations.  It will 
continue to be so, with Thanksgiving, 
Advent and Christmas following closely 
behind. 
 Sheila Caison checked in to tell me 
about her family Halloween experiences.  
Her nephew Douglas decided he wanted 

to make his own 
Halloween 
costume this 
year.  After not 
finding any ideas 
he liked online, 
he came up with 
the idea of being 
trash!  Yes, 
trash!  So trash 
he was.  (Guess 
his aunt’s work 
rubbed off on 
him – HA!  Pun 

intended!)   
 Douglas attends “My Left Foot” 
twice a week (a children’s therapy 
program – he attends to improve his 
hand/eye coordination) and on 
Halloween they had a costume contest.  
He went in his “trash” costume and won!  
Some of the workers were heard saying 
they liked his costume best because he 
actually made it himself.  

 Sheila’s work (Republic Services) 
had their annual costume contest.  She 
and two other office workers have 
enjoyed working together to create joint 
costumes.  This year they decided to be a 
McDonald’s combo and dressed as a 
burger, fries and a soda.  They won with 
their paper, rock, scissors idea last year, 
and guess what?  They won again this 
year, keeping their title.  The prize—a 
McDonald’s gift card.  And of course, 
bragging rights for their boss, who was 
like a proud father. 

Sheila’s other 
nephew, Brian, 
with his team, the 
T-Birds, won their 
last regular Pop 
Warner football 
game.  By the time 
you read this, his 
team will have 
played their 
championship 
game.  They have 
been undefeated 
for the last three 

years.  It’s easy to see why the Caison’s 
are so proud of Brian and his team. 

I jumped into Judi Hempel’s carry-
on bag as she and Dwight set off for a 
cruise on the Elbe River and an extension 
tour of Wittenberg, Germany.  After an 
overnight flight into Prague, Czech 
Republic, we met our small Wittenberg 
group for dinner which turned out to be a 
surprise celebration for Judi’s birthday 
complete with cake and exploding rocket 
sparkler.  The cake crumbs were tasty.  
What a way to start a vacation!!!! 

Judi and Dwight’s ship docked first 
at Dresden, then sailed up river to Bad 
Schandau to visit Saxon Switzerland 
National Park.  Our next day took us by 
bus to Meissen, then cast off for our 
cruise to Wittenberg.  

Wittenberg, as we Lutheran mice 
and humans know, is where Martin 
Luther spent most of his life teaching, 
preaching and writing.  We visited his 
house, the Stadtkirke (city church), and 
heard a little about some other 
Reformers.  I really enjoyed the visit to 
Frau Schmidt's home for Kaffee und 
Kuchen (coffee and cake). 

On Day 6, we climbed on the bus for 
a trip to Torgau.  The first stop was at the 
Soviet memorial commemorating the 
first meeting of the American and Soviet 

troops in 1945.  
Torgau is 
important to us 
Lutherans because it was where the first 
church was built specifically for the 
Reformation.  This church is the chapel 
in the wall of the Hartenfels castle.  The 
second reason Torgau is important to 
Lutherans is that Katie von Bora Luther 
is buried there. 

October 29 was our last day on the 
ship.  Judi chose to go to the Worlitz 
Garden, billed as the first English style 
garden in Germany.  Dwight stayed on 
the ship. 

Early the next morning we departed 
for Berlin.  At the Brandenburg Gate 
Judi took a picture from the western side 
near where she had taken a picture long 
ago.  My favorite in Berlin was the 
chocolate shop just a block from the 
hotel. 

The next day we went back to 
Wittenberg where we attended the 
Renaissance Fair and the Saturday night 
worship in the chapel.  Dwight thinks 
that the time in Wittenberg was the 
highlight of the trip. 

While Dwight was recovering, Judi 
and five others toured the Phillip 
Melanchthon House and the Lucas 
Cranach art exhibit.  Sunday morning, we 
all attended the morning worship in the 
Stadtkirke (state church) in German. 

Monday morning, we began with our 
own All Saints’ worship in the Corpus 
Christi Chapel next to the Stadtkirke.  
Later, Dwight and Judi took a walk 
down to the Castle Church.  The church 
is under renovation in preparation for the 
big 500th anniversary of Luther’s 95 
Theses in 2017.  The doors where Luther 
nailed the 95 Theses were closed.  The 
wooden doors have been replaced with 
metal ones. 

It's good to be home in Las Vegas, 
but what a trip – I don’t know if I’ll ever 
get rested!!!! 

Your friend, Maxwell 
 

I
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~
 

 Peter Lai 12/2 Cindy Hambrecht 12/3 John Lane 12/5 Bob Nance 12/6 Darren Cleveland 12/7 Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 Debbie Metzger 12/9 Patti Cassidy 12/10 Carol Hanisch 12/10 Lisa Mueller 12/10 Jill Chenicek 12/11 Steve Saterlie 12/11 Susan Hicks 12/14 Andy Russo 12/15 Austin Bowles 12/16 MiKayla Bell 12/20 Nicole Caison 12/20 Don Cleveland 12/22 Charisma Hayden 12/22 Lee Brand 12/24 Aaron Tsui 12/25 Merna Mobley 12/26 Carol Townsend 12/26 Terry Lux 12/27 Lori Bruley 12/28 Brett McMahan 12/28 Dan Mayer 12/29 Janie Lai 12/31 Tyrone Powell 12/31 
  

  

 Richard & Linda Cohn 12/5/98 Mike & Gwen Jolls 12/5/87 Ray & Devra Betts 12/9/72 Jim & Judy Caison 12/9/75 Mike/Penni Alexander 12/18/89 Stan & Mirium Tsui 12/22/84 Austin & Cindy Bowles 12/27/75 Michael/Thao McMahan 12/31/96    

Notes—— Letters—— Info—— Directory  Changes—— 
Please note new recycle/donation locations: 
Donation bins, etc. have been 
moved.  The LSSN house, the 
NPHY barrel and the recycling 
center are no longer in the 
Fellowship Hall!  Visit the Sunday 
School entrance lobby to donate to 
LSSN, NPHY or to recycle. The 
Sunday School lobby is located 
just east of the Fellowship Hall. 



December 2015 14 “That’s the Spirit” 

 WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  9:00 Amy Pearce/702 277-4530 
 11:30 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Ray Betts/702 232-838  

Lessons for December 
December 6 2nd Week of Advent Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 December 13 3rd Week of Advent Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 December 20 4th Week of Advent Micah 5:2-5a; Psalm 80:1-7; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 December 25 Christmas Eve Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 December 27 1st Week of Christmas 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS DECEMBER 2015  
 December 5/6  December 12/13 December 19/20 December 26/27  

 

TIMES     
5:30pm Sue Mayer 

Laura Callaway 
Cindy White 

Joanne Engler 
Jay & Eileen 

Miers 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
9:00am Rich & Marsha 

Stephenson 
Teri Veach-Geiger 
Carol Townsend 

Susan Stone 
Linda Proto 

Stan & Mirium 
Tsui 

11:30am Ann Taylor 
Sharon Manning 

Bill & Sharon 
Wilderman 

Jennie Zweifel 
Alberta Raggs 

LaShone Manning 
Karen Dunn 

      

 

5:30pm Sue Mayer 
Laura Callaway 

Cindy White 
Joanne Engler 

Jay & Eileen 
Miers 

Jimmy & Nancy 
McDonald 

9:00am Greg & Amy 
Trunoske 

 
Mike & Gwen 

Jolls 
Loretta Block 

Ray Betts 
Cathy Adams 

 
11:30am Michael & Karen 

Harris 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
LaShone Manning 

Karen Dunn 
Ann Taylor 

Sharon Manning 
      

Assisting Minister 
5:30pm Faye Bastarache Chuck Callaway Faye Bastarache Dick Kovach 
9:00am Amy Pearce Zachary Nance Keith Hopkey Barbara Butler 

11:30am Nicole Ostby Karen Harris Penny Hauser Jennie Zweifel 
      

Acolyte 11:30am Jeremiah Anderson Shamika Manning Joshua Anderson Shamika Manning 
      

Child Assts 9:00am Selena Pearce 
Johnny Trunoske 

Thaddeus Nance 
Leilani Hanisch Skye Grady Spencer Birt 

Emily Birt 
      

 

Prepare Sally Magnuson Linda Proto Dottie Stockton Sharon Manning 
5:30pm Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache 
9:00am Sally Magnuson Linda Proto Barbara Butler Mirium Tsui 

11:30am Jennifer Anderson Ann Taylor Jennifer Vaughn Sharon Manning 
      



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5

9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 6:30p Adult Choir 12p Senior Meal 3:30p Seekers Bible
9:30a Women in 10:30a Stories w/ Narcotics Anon 6:30p 5:30p Health Group   Study
  the Spirit  Ms. Judi  (offsite) 5:30p Traditonal
5p NPHY Art Auction 12p Senior Meal   Worship
  Planning 6:30p Rejoice Band
6:30p Handbells 7p Bible Study
7p Nevadans for the
  Common Good

6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9a Contemporary 12p Senior Meal 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 2p Staff Meeting 12p Senior Meal 3:30p Seekers Bible
   Worship 6p Kid Song 9:30a Women in 12p Senior Meal 6:30p Adult Choir   Study
10:15a Sunday School/ 6-8p FaithWalk   the Spirit (offsite) 6:30p Rejoice Band Narcotics Anon 6:30p 5:30p Traditonal
   Confirmation NarAnon 6p 6:30p Handbells Order of St. Luke 7p   Worship
11:30a Traditional 6:30p Grief & Hope 6:30p Executive Comm
  Worship 6:30p Ornament

Narcotics Anon 6-7p   Exchange (offsite)
      

2nd Sunday of Advent
13 14 15 16 17 18 19

9a Contemporary NEWSLETTER 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 12p Staff Christmas 12p Senior Meal 10a Scrapbookers
   Worship DEADLINE 9:30a Women in 10:30a Stories w/   Lunch 7p Music Ministry 10a Miniature Groups
10:15a Sunday School/ 12p Senior Meal   the Spirit (0ffsite)   Ms. Judi 6:30p Adult Choir   Christmas Party  (offsite)
   Confirmation 6p KidSong 6:30p Handbells 12p Senior Meal Narcotics Anon 6:30p   (offsite) 3:30p Seekers Bible
11:30a Traditional 6-8p FaithWalk 6:30p Church Council 6p Prayer Shawl   Study
  Worship Genealogy Group 6p 6:30p Rejoice Band 5:30p Traditional  

Narcotics Anon 6-7p NarAnon 6p 7p Bible Study  Worship
5p Caroling
3rd Sunday of Advent

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9a Contemporary 12p Senior Meal 9:30a Collators 9:30a Bible Study Christmas Eve 3:30p Seekers Bible
   Worship 6p KidSong 6:30p Handbells 12p Senior Meal Worship  Study
10:15a Sunday School/ NarAnon 6p 6:30p Rejoice Band 5p, 7p, 9p 5:30p Traditional  
   Confirmation Narcotics Anon 6:30p  Worship
11:30a Traditional
  Worship

Narcotics Anon 6-7p Winter Begins
6-9p Leadership Party
  (offsite)
4th Sunday of Advent (Office Closed)

27 28 29 30 31 1
9a Contemporary 12p Senior Meal 930a Bible Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p
   Worship NarAnon 6p 12p Senior Meal
11:30a Traditional 6:30p Rejoice Band
  Worship

Narcotics Anon 6-7p

New Years Eve

"That's the Spirit"
For more information on small groups/Bible studies, please see the small group brochure available in the Fellowship Hall or lobby.

December 2015
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
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OUR MISSION 
In the name of  Jesus Christ, our mission is to engage in relationships,  equip for discipleship  and embrace our community. 

 

 
 CRUNCHY PEANUT PIE  

If you absolutely don’t like pecans, and would 
like a substitute for Pecan Pie, try this recipe. 
From Mr. Food, “We got this recipe from a North 
Carolina native who says that Crunchy Peanut 
Pie is a great alternative for pecan pie, because 
it's got that same gooey texture and nutty 
crunch. Man-oh-man, it doesn't get much better than this!” 
 3 eggs  1/2 cup sugar  1/2 cup dark corn syrup  1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter, melted  1/4 teaspoon salt  1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract  1 1/2 cups chopped dry roasted peanuts  1 unbaked 9-inch pie shell 
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. In a medium-sized bowl, beat the eggs 
until foamy. Add the sugar, corn syrup, butter, salt, and vanilla. Continue to 
beat until thoroughly blended. Stir in the peanuts.  Place the pie shell on a 
cookie sheet, pour in the filling, and bake for 25 to 30 minutes, or until 
golden. Cool in the refrigerator and serve. 

Food for the Spirit 
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