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Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Cindy White for baking
blueberry bread for the Home Baked
Outreach Ministry…

… to Rev. Peter Lai and those who
served at the Thanksgiving Eve
worship, and to… the Pie Fest bakers
and servers…
… to the Fellowship Team for
preparing and serving the delicious
Advent Breakfast…
… to the Children’s Ministry Team
who prepared the Advent crafts and
assisted the crafters…
… to Judy Caison and her family for
preparing and delivering the
Thanksgiving baskets, and to… all
those who donated towards the
baskets…

… to Keith Hopkey for joining the
Church Council and taking on the
vacated president position…
… to Sharon Barnard, Faye
Bastarache and Janice Demaree for
preparing the 2016 Advent
Devotional, and to… everyone who
wrote a devotional…

… to Mike & Penni Alexander for
bringing cookies to share with the
Sunday School students…

… to Cyndy Ryan and Kimberly
Nickerson for teaching
Confirmation…
… to Michael McMahan and Faye
Bastarache for setting up the
Christmas tree in the sanctuary…
… to Jim & Patti Cassidy and
Michael McMahan for setting up the
Nativity in front of the church…
… to Norma Kesling for volunteering
to once again lead the Worship &
Music Team.

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

November 2016

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 27,154.12

$ 318,960.81

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 22,253.95

$ 292,244.34

$ 4,900.17
2,795.322,029.
$ 3,439.00

$

26,716.47

$

48,891.99

$

6,573.00

$ 72,303.00

Difference

$ - 3,134.00

$ -23,411.01

NET INCOME

$ 1,766.17

$

Difference
Debt/Building Income
Debt/Building Expenses

3,305.46

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations of $2,093.79 through October for the 2016 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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Council President – Keith Hopkey
“My Brothers and Sisters, whenever you face trials of any
kind, consider it nothing but Joy, because you know that
the testing of your faith produces endurance”.
James 1: 2-3 (NRSV)

“Happy New Year!” As I’m sure many are saying,
“How did 2017 get here so quickly?” Some who have
experienced unfortunate circumstances in their lives
during 2016 may be saying, “Great, that year is
behind us; we now have a new year for healing, growing and prospering”!
Holy Spirit Lutheran ended 2016 on a sad note with the resignation of our
pastor of 22 years, Reverend Paul Hansen! This portends a range of
emotions within each of us as we reflect on “what was” and “what is to come”!
As we read in the book of James, we should consider our wonderment with
“Joy” because there is no doubt Holy Spirit Lutheran will survive and grow
during this “time of trial”! Our strong faith in God, and in one another, will help
us “endure” as we work together to seek a new spiritual leader to help us share
and spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior! We, the
members and friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran, are the “church” and together
we are most certainly the “Body of Christ”!
Are we allowed to spend some time “grieving” the departure of Pr. Paul? Of
course! As in experiencing any loss, people handle their emotions differently!
It is normal to experience “shock and denial, abandonment, maybe even
panic, some anger and resentment and quite possibly even some guilt”
as the reality of what has happened sinks in. As experience and our church
tells us, we grow through this by demonstrating our mutual support of one
another. People have conversations, ultimately making peace and then
experiencing reconciliation in our hearts and minds. We are then ready to get
about the task of finding and calling a new spiritual leader and answering that
question “What is to come?”! God is with us through all this! He is so
awesome!
During January and early February, we will be praying
and seeking individuals, five to six, to serve on the
Mission and Ministry Task Force who will have
responsibility for developing the plan and completing
our Ministry Site Profile. This plan and document will tell
the story of where Holy Spirit’s mission and ministry have been
and the direction the congregation desires to pursue. Ultimate
approval lies with the congregation at a congregational meeting, of which
we will have a few during the entire call process. Towards the completion of
the “Profile”, there will be prayer as we seek individuals for our Call Committee,
six per our constitution, to begin the interview process. The Mission and
Ministry Task Force work closely with our Interim Pastor whereas the Call
Committee works only with the Grand Canyon Synod Bishop’s office. The
Interim Pastor is not available to receive a call from Holy Spirit.
There will be much more ongoing communication as we go through the entire
process. Those of you who met Pr. Tom at the December 6, 2016 “meet and
greet” heard his commitment to “progress charts” throughout the church so all
would be informed of our progress.

Prayerfully, please join me in welcoming Pastor Tom Anderson as our Interim Pastor who God has chosen, through our
Grand Canyon Synod Bishop, to shepherd us through our transition time! He begins leading our worship services January 1,
2017. We will officially install Pastor Tom at the 8:45am service on January 8, 2017. Pastor Tom will be our spiritual leader
in all aspects of leadership and availability.
“God, may we continue to focus on how you want us to change, rather than on how we want our circumstances to change”.
(Prayer author unknown)
God’s peace and blessings!

Januaary 2017
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Office Manager ~ Thoughts & Thanks
Our Tech-Team administers our Web site
(http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org) and maintains our office
computers…
Thanks Danny Wang,
Michele Anderson-Beck,
Tim Beasley and Jackie
Hopkey

Loretta Block

We have wonderful, dedicated
team leaders:
Thanks Gwen Jolls,
Michele Anderson-Beck,
Ruth Ann Isaacs, Dick Kovach, Eric Morrison, Mike
Jolls, Ann Taylor, Amy Trunoske, Sharon Barnard,
Norma Kesling and Danny Wang

Did you know?...
Once a week, volunteers come in to count the offering from
the weekend services?…
Thank you to Janice Schrumm
Once a week, a volunteer comes in to post the offerings?...
Thank you Jackie Hopkey
Once a week, volunteers come in to print the bulletin, stuff
and collate, and prepare them for worship?…
Thank you Ruth Ann & Ron Isaacs and Mary West
Once a week, someone comes in and replenishes the offering
envelopes and sharpens the pencils in the pews?…
Thank you Ruby Collins

Our Altar Guild Team keeps our Sanctuary prepared for
service, including the communion elements…
Thanks Clare Levin, and Faye Bastarache¸ (paraments)
and Barbara Butler (wine)
Special thanks to:
Our church council: Keith Hopkey, Michele AndersonBeck, Kevin Cannon, Jim Cassidy, Mike McMahan,
Janet Saterlie, Marcia Stephenson, and Cindy White…
The Sunday School teachers, our small group facilitators and
all involved with discipleship…
Fred Schrumm, Edie Bush, Judi Hempel, Carol Rinta,
Marsha Stephenson, and Gwen Jolls…Sandy Hughes,
Don Cleveland, Dean Chapman, Debbie Metzger, Joe
& Penny Hauser, Sharon Barnard, Cyndy Ryan and
Kimberly Nickerson…
The groups involved in helping others… Marcia Chapman
and the Women in The Spirit Bible Study for their work
with Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth, Sharon
Barnard and Terry Veach-Geiger for their work with
Family Promise (editor’s note:
sincere thanks to Sue and Dan
Mayer for their many years of
service to Family Promise), Judy
Caison for handling Thanksgiving
baskets, Christmas Angel Tree
gifts and food for families in need,
as well as other community
groups, including Nevadans for the Common Good…
Our nursery coordinator, Kathy Moses…
The musicians who share their gift of music with us in
worship…
Our prayer warriors – who pray daily for those in need, our
congregation and our world...
All our silent angels!

Did you know?…
Once a month, the editor of our “That’s the Spirit”
newsletter works day and night to produce this wonderful
publication?…
Thanks Jackie Hopkey
Once a month, we have a proofer of the newsletter?…
Thanks Ruth Ann Isaacs (editor’s note: and Loretta
Block)
Once a month, we have a group of women who fold and
prepare the newsletter for mailing?...
Thanks Ruth Ann Isaacs, Sue Mayer and Mary West
Once a month, the newsletters are delivered to the bulk mail
post office in NLV?…
Thanks Keith Hopkey
Did you know… we recycle?…
Pop tops…go to Ronald McDonald house – a
couple times a year!
Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids…
Thanks Jim Cassidy for taking these to
the Lions Club for distribution .
Stamps…Thanks Cathy Adams for preparing these stamps for
mailing. The proceeds from these stamps purchase
Spanish Bibles and are distributed to those in need.
Cell Phones… these are sent in quarterly and the proceeds go
to the Dedicated-Building Fund.

AND a really big thank you to all who hug, support and
love me!!

Did you know?…
Our Property Team is busy keeping our church looking
good…
Thanks Eric Morrison, Mike Jolls, Eric Olsen, Ron
Isaacs, Terry West and all who help out!

January 2017
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Children’s Ministry

H

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

appy New Year! 2017 will be
a year of great change in our
church and our country.
Change is always a little scary but we
know we can count on our God to
always be with us as we strive to be a
light in our community.
.6

It was another special Christmas
season at Holy Spirit. The Sunday
School children
participated in
the 5:00pm
worship service
on Christmas
Eve. Dressed as
Mary, Joseph,
shepherds and the
stable animals, they sang a beautiful
Christmas carol I had not heard before
– “All the Angels Sang”. Thank you
to Tim Beasley and Judi Hempel for
leading the children in the singing.
The children made ornaments to
decorate the Christmas tree in the
Sunday School lobby. Each ornament
has a special surprise attached to it! A
ribbon, cut to the height of each child,
is attached to the child’s ornament
with a pipe cleaner. Next Christmas,
when you bring out your ornaments,
you may detach the ribbon and
measure to see how much your child

VBS!! Summer might seem like
it’s far away, but let’s all finally admit
it together; life is busy, sometimes
messy, certainly unpredictable, and
flies by if we’re not careful. This
summer we’re going to do a big
geography lesson. Shhh! Don’t tell
the kiddos! We’re going to study
places in the Bible and where we can
find them today on the
map.
Exploring stories
from the Bible and
stories from our world
today, making the Bible
January 2017

has grown since Christmas 2016!
How fun will that be!!
Two of our Sunday School
students earned two
additional dog tags
of our “My Faith
Story” dog tag
series.
Congratulations to
Isabella
Quarnstrom for
earning her prayer
dog tag for learning
the Lord’s Prayer,
and to Julius
Quarnstrom for
learning the Books
of the Old
Testament dog tag.
Way to go to this brother/sister team!!
Thank you to Carol Rinta for
serving as an assistant in the Preschool
Sunday School class the first half of
the Sunday School year. Carol will
no longer be able to serve when
Sunday School resumes in January. If
you are feeling the call to serve our
youngest children of God as an
assistant in the Preschool class, please
speak with Preschool teacher Judi
Hempel or with Gwen Jolls.
There will be NO Sunday School
on January 1. Sunday School will
come alive and real. Egypt is still
Egypt, but do you know where Galatia
was? The answer - present day
Turkey! As a kid, at times I felt like
the Bible and all the lands they talked
about were really far away, and since
the names had changed, hard to even
imagine.
So why am I sharing this with you
now? I would love your help! Are
you a history buff? Have you traveled
and experienced these areas? I’m
looking for stories, brainstorming
ideas, and invite anyone who would
like to help to gather this curriculum
for VBS. Join me January 7 at
9:30am.
This planning meeting will take a
couple of hours, but I hope to figure
out which Bible stories we’ll be using,
along with identifying present day
5

resume on January 8,
which will also be
Feed the Hungry
Sunday. If you are
able, please bring a
non-perishable food
item on January 8 to
be donated to Lutheran Social
Services of Nevada's Food Pantry.
Blessings for the New Year!

Gwen Jolls

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School students with Perfect
Attendance for the month of
November 2016:
Preschool

Za'kia Clark
Parker Rinta
KG/1st/2nd Grade

Isabella Quarnstrom
Zania Smith
3rd/4th/5th Grade

Gaverial McGregor Rinta
Julius Quarnstrom
countries and cities to couple with the
biblical text. This is a planning
meeting, and while I would love your
help in volunteering for VBS as well,
there is no required commitment to do
so.

Cyndy Ryan
Stories
with Ms. Judi
will focus on
Desert Animals
on January 10,
17, 24 and 30.
All children not
in school are
welcome with
their caregivers on Wednesdays at noon.

Ms. Judi
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Youth & Family Ministry

H

With Holy Spirit in a transition phase, I would like to
take a minute to thank those parents who have
stepped in to help with Confirmation in Pastor Paul’s
absence. Thank you so very much Cyndy Ryan and
Kimberly Nickerson!! I am not sure what this new
year will bring for our Confirmands—only time will
tell. It is people standing in and helping like you that
makes this ministry so amazing!

appy New Year! We made it through
another year! We have had some great
times this past year. Wow has this year
flown by! Now it is time to start all over again.
By the time you read this article, I will have
registered myself and some of our amazing youth
for this summer’s Western States Youth Gathering
(WSYG). I am so excited to attend this event! I
thank those who have helped start our calendar
sales off strong and for all the extra donations.
We will continue to sell the calendars and note
pads until they are gone.

Please remember to contact me by phone or email
anytime with questions or ideas. And please make
sure you check out our Storm Facebook page for upto-date details on events and happenings in our youth
ministry!

While we have had a great start to our
fundraising to help get our kids to WSYG,
we still have a ways to go. I will know how
many kids will be attending by the end of
December and will then be able to see where
our goals and expectations for fundraising
need to be. (There will definitely be another
Easter Breakfast fundraiser in 2017.) I will
also expect each and every youth committed
to attending this event to participate in the fundraising and
youth group/Sunday School activities.

I look forward to another year as your youth leader and I am
hopeful and excited for what this
new year will bring!
Until next time….
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske

details soon. Each grade will have
something to share and each student
will have a presentation for that night.
We will also have games, and of
course, share a meal. These family
nights are one of our favorite and most
fun memories from our own
confirmation time and the kids are
already excited about doing it.

T

he confirmation class has split
into two groups, 6th taught by
Kimberly Nickerson and
7th/8th taught by Cyndy Ryan. Both
of us are home-schooling, military
spouses who are excited to be guiding
and leading our youth through their
faith journey.
A few general notes for parents;
we will be assigning homework,
encouraging sermon notes and
working on projects. Regular
attendance (and we do keep
attendance) helps us to keep all
students on track, as well as plan
lessons.
We are also planning a family
night in March. Watch for more
January 2017

No confirmation January 1 or
Easter Sunday, April 16.
One more idea: we would love to
have various team leaders come and
give us a short talk, or even a tour, of
what your team is all about. We have
so many wonderful people leading this
church, including behind the scenes.
As these future leaders are learning, it
is important for them to be aware of
the various jobs that “magically” get
accomplished and how they can join
or become involved. We will be
contacting the individual teams about
setting up the visits.
Peace to you,

Kimberly and Cyndy
6

“The Wise May Bring Their
Learning”
The wise may bring their learning,
the rich may bring their wealth,
And some may bring their greatness,
and some bring strength and health;
We, too, would bring our treasures
to offer to the King;
We have no wealth or learning;
what shall we children bring?
We’ll bring him hearts that love him;
we’ll bring him thankful praise,
And young souls meekly striving
to walk in holy ways;
And these shall be the treasures
we offer to the King,
And these are gifts that even the
poorest child may bring.
We’ll bring the little duties we have
to do each day;
We’ll try our best to please him,
at home, at school, at play;
And better are these treasures to offer
to our King;
Than richest gifts without them —
yet these a child may bring.
—Anonymous
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

Form a Women’s Study?

A

fter attending the Women of the
ELCA (WELCA) Grand
Canyon Synod annual
convention here in Las Vegas in
November, I am wondering what kind
of women’s ministry we can expand at
Holy Spirit?
Not every
woman is
involved with
WITS and I
wonder how
many would
like a Bible
study on an evening or the weekend
once a month?
For many years I have subscribed
to Gather, the magazine of the
WELCA. Each month there is a Bible
study written by a Lutheran pastor or
author. The magazine also contains
articles and reflections relating to the
Bible study topic. I have used some of
these articles as a starting place for the
“retreats” we have held at my home in
the past.
On January 7, 2017, I will attend
a workshop in Phoenix given by the
author of the Bible study for JanuaryApril. This four session study is
entitled “Christian Faith and Christian
Freedom” looking at Martin Luther’s
reformation, centered on the doctrine
of justification by grace through faith
for Christ’s sake. We may also be
looking at Martin’s wife, Katherine
von Bora and how she supported him.
My schedule is pretty flexible for
time and place. Please contact me if
you are interested in joining this study.
We would probably not be able to start
the study until late January. These
Bible studies are much more cozy
when held in a home. During the dark
winter, many may not want to travel
the 20 plus miles to my home in the
evening. So, if you would like to host
a group in your home, send me an
email: storygirl1808@aol.com or
phone me 702-586-1547.

Judi Hempel

January 2017

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth

W

e pray you have had a
blessed
Christm
as and a good
New Year
holiday. W.I.T.S.
feels so blessed by all of you who
have supported NPHY. We have
“Trusted in GOD for All Things All
the Time” as the prayer for W.I.T.S.,
and all the others who helped with
“Puttin’ on the Glitz” Art Auction.
GOD took care of so many
concerns we had for the event.
Everyone donated items and baked
goods, and worked hard on the garage
sale and bake sale, so we had a budget
to work with for the event. Many
businesses, individuals and churches
donated and helped. AMEN!!
GOD’S people are amazing!
All the money we made in the
fundraisers paid the expenses for the
art auction, plus we had a surplus in
NPHY dedicated funds.
NPHY gave us the
names of 18 young
adults, from the
Independent Living
Program, on a Christmas
wish list for us to provide
gifts. These are the
young people who are
working toward providing their own
living quarters and to be selfsufficient. The list always includes
three of their top needs and one dream
gift, plus their favorite snack and
favorite restaurant. W.I.T.S. worked
with St. Andrew Lutheran Church and
their youth group to help with the wish
list. We were so proud to be able to
purchase six laptops and fulfill almost
all the wishes.
GOD has provided for us in so
many ways over the year and often we
forget to say ‘thank you’. Please,
when things get bumpy in 2017
remember, “Trust in GOD for All
Things All the Time.”
GOD Bless You All
W.I.T.S.
7

Dining-in!
Well, 2016 was a
wonderful year. As
this little group of
the Devoted Diners
completes our first
year of “dining-in”—we grew from
three to five. We meet every third
Wednesday of the month, alternating
homes for entertaining. Right now it’s
Jen Zweifel, Mark Middleton, Judi
and Dwight Hempel, and me (Linda).
We do have room for more, it’s
great fun. To celebrate the close of a
great year, we had Thanksgiving at the
Hempel’s. Mark went to
Pennsylvania to visit family, but the
rest of us invited other friends and
neighbors to have a great big
Thanksgiving Dinner.
By the time you read this, we will
have celebrated our Christmas
gathering at my place. Everyone has
plans, but I’m sure we will ring in the
New Year together in early January.
We would love to add new friends.
Call Linda (702) 754-8693 if you
want to join us. That’s my cell, so be
sure to leave a message.
Linda Middleton, Facilitator

Prayer Time with Pastor Tom
Wednesdays 9:30a-10a

Join Pastor Tom Wednesday
mornings at 9:30am for prayer time
(beginning January 4).
We will pray for our
congregation, for those who are
hurting, ill, and struggling. We will
pray for those on the prayer chain, in
the Prayers of Intercession, and others
the group would like to add.
Please join us for this short, but
meaningful, time of prayer.

“That’s the Spirit”

Fellowship ~ Council Corner

Hello 2017! Wow, what
happened to 2016? Did it go by as
fast for you as it did for me … or is it
just because I’m getting old? (Never
mind; I don’t need an answer to that
question!)
With the new year, there will be
more ‘food events’ from the
Fellowship Team. We will start the
year off with a
coffee and cookie
reception on
January 8 between
the church services
to greet our Interim
Pastor, Tom Anderson. If you
haven’t already met him, please stop
in the Fellowship Hall and introduce
yourself.
Our annual Bake Sale will take
place on February 11 and 12. We are
always looking for your assistance,

both with your delicious baked goods,
and your monetarily donation via
buying! The Fellowship Team will be
at the church on Saturday, the 11th, at
noon. Please drop off your baked
goods then. Do NOT price them;
that’s what we will do. Thanks ahead
of time. Let’s all work to make this
the best bake sale yet. Funds raised
will be donated; at this time, though,
we’re not sure where.
It’s hard to believe, but it soon
will be time for our annual Soup and
Bread Suppers. Ash Wednesday is on
March 1. The following five
Wednesdays (March 8, 15, 22, 29, and
April 5) are the dates of the suppers.
It’s not too early to start finding your
favorite soup recipes to cook, bring
and share with the rest of us. More
information about this will be in next
month’s ‘That’s the Spirit’.
Thank you for keeping the
kitchen as clean as possible. There is
so much activity at Holy Spirit each
week, and the kitchen gets used a lot.

Council Corner

water cooler has
been relocated to
Room 1. It sits
behind the door.
I think that’s
about it for January.
More from me next
month.

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

the purpose of his own will (Ephesians 1:11), we will never be
ready for the next round of the growth process. A very wellknown scripture in the book of
Romans articulates this remarkable
truth very well when it says:
And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been
called according to His purpose.
Romans 8:28 (NIV)
If you count yourself as being
numbered among the “called out”
ones, who also happen to be “head
over heels” in love with God (which by
faith, we all can be), you will soon find yourself beginning to
see things in a new and marvelous light. It’s part of that
promise given to us in Matthew:
The eye is the lamp of the body. If
your eyes are good, your whole body will
be full of light. Matthew 6:22 (NIV)
Then when we ultimately come to the
realization that God is after one thing, and
that one thing is “us” giving “Him”
EVERYTHING, then (and only then) will
we gladly, without hesitation, partake of
that cup of kindness … yet for the times
gone by!

Times Gone By
By Cindy White, Council Member

N

ew Year’s is a time for reflection. I
found this article by Missey Butler,
contributing writer for the Christian
Broadcasting Network very appropriate. She talks about
giving God ‘Everything’ and seeing things in a new light.
Every New Year’s Eve, one of the most common Englishspeaking songs people sing is a song called “Auld Lang
Syne.” Isn’t it funny how it’s possible to sing a song all your
life and have no idea what it means? It turns out that “auld
lang syne” is a 17th century Scottish song written by a man
named Robert Byrns. His transcription of the words “auld
lang syne” means “times gone by.” So when we sing this song,
we are saying, “We’ll drink a cup of kindness yet for the times
gone by.”
The other day I was thinking about this well-known song,
and I couldn’t help but begin to do a little reminiscing myself.
I got to thinking about just how awesome it is to finally reach
a place in life when you can honestly be thankful for
everything. I mean everything. All the good, the bad and the
ugly. The whole she-bang! Everything that has ever had the
fortune or misfortune of passing through the curtains of my
life!
I am more and more convinced, that until we truly believe
that God really does work out everything in conformity with
January 2017

Please don’t leave ‘things’ in the
refrigerator without putting your name
on them. Please wipe up spills, and let
me know if we are running low on a
particular item. Write it on the white
board that hangs to the left of the
sinks. Thanks!
Water donations
are always needed.
Hopefully by now
you are aware that the

8
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Maxwell’s Musings
“Laughter is the
sun that drives
winter from the
human face.”

E

She graduated as Private First Class
and in the top 3% of her class. She also
achieved a medal for Rifle Sharpshooter!

—Victor Hugo

veryone is saying how fast 2016
flew by and could it really be
2017? I’m afraid so folks, the
calendar tells it like it is! The holidays
are behind us, and lives will more than
likely return to a slower pace of
normalcy. Me – I think I have to shed
some holiday pounds! How about you?
Our readers have shared some of their
stories – enjoy!

The students from Cyndy Ryan’s 7th
and 8th grade confirmation class
decorated the Fellowship Hall doors
during December with some beautiful
artwork. Thank you to Shamika
Manning, Nyshiq Latham, Johnny
Trunoske, and Lasha Chenicek.
Thanks, too, to Caroline Trunoske for
helping out. The spirit of Christmas was
definitely visible!
The family of Krista Broude
traveled to Parris Island, South Carolina
for Krista’s graduation from Marine
recruit training. Recruit training lasted
13 very long weeks; she was made a
squad leader and retained that position
through the training.
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exhibit held over 100
items, including a copy of the Bible
Luther translated from Greek into
German, the pulpit where he gave his last
sermon and his enrollment book for his
entry into the University of Wittenburg.
It was a beautifully displayed exhibit and
one that Sally was fortunate to
experience. (See Sally’s article describing
her visit to the exhibit on page 11.)
That’s all for this month, loyal readers.
Please remember to send in your news –
many of you say you really enjoy reading
Maxwell each month, so I depend on hearing
from you.

Judy Carey and Dave Johnson
could not be more proud of her and her
determination to achieve her goal of
becoming a United States Marine. OOH
RAH! Semper Fi.
It was great to see Krista in church
during her leave. She received her
orders, and although her family hoped
she might have an extended leave to be
home for Christmas, the Marine Corps
decided otherwise. Her next stop will be
Camp Lejeune, NC for five weeks of
combat training. Please continue to keep
Krista is your prayers!
Last month, Sally Magnuson went
to Minneapolis, Minnesota to celebrate
her dad’s 97th birthday. While there she
attended a special exhibit at the
Minneapolis Institute of Art. It was:
Martin Luther: Art and the Reformation.

Your friend!
Maxwell

Lessons from a snowman

• It’s okay to wear white well
after Labor Day.
• Simply hanging out in your
front yard can be fun.
• Accessories don’t have to be
fancy or expensive.
• We’re all made mostly of water.
• You know you’ve “arrived”
when a song is written about you.
• So what if you’re a little
bottom-heavy?
• Don’t get too much sun.
• Sweating too much can be
disastrous!
The exhibit included a special
collection of Martin Luther’s artifacts
and personal items from his life. The
9
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Community ~ Outreach ~ Prayers
I

H

elping Families face the
challenge of Homelessness:
The mission of Family
Promise is to offer homeless families
the opportunity to achieve housing
stability by providing short-term
shelter, meals, case-management and
hospitality.
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
will provide these families a warm
meal and safe shelter the week of
January 22-29. We partner with
Family Promise to help these families
by:
Good and
gracious God,
we pray for the
church and all
messengers of
the gospel, for
all who call
upon the name
of the Lord,
and for
congregations throughout the world;
for all who call this community home;
that God work through us to bring
harmony and reconciliation.
For rain forests and deserts, for
wilderness and developed land, and
for plants blossoming and dormant;
that the splendor and diversity of
creation proclaim the glory of the
Lord.
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1) providing a dinner meal;
2) giving them a safe place to
stay overnight;
3) providing food for their
breakfast and lunches;
4) making them feel welcomed
and loved.
Most of you are familiar with this
ministry. If you are new to our church
or have not participated, please
speak to the many people
who have been involved
and join in. There are
many ways you can
help; please watch for
the signup sheet:
1) Evening hosts - come to the
church at 5p, greet our
For our government, for the
military and international relief
workers, and for those who care for
the stranger, widow, and orphan; that
God raise up leaders who work for the
protection of all.
We pray for the hungry and
homeless, for those in captivity, for
the fearful and sorrowful, and for the
sick and bereaved, especially Virginia
Bartholomew, Tim Beasley, Ray
Betts, Jim & Judy Caison, Alora
Cavalieri, Lillian Dilworth, Helen,
Geraci, Bruce Hammerstone, Joe
Hauser, Susan Hicks, Ruth Ann
Isaacs, Dave Johnson, Jo Jirousek,
Lisa Mueller, Bob Nance, Jean
Pritchett, Keith & Bev Quirk, Corey
Schaefges, and June Wall.

10

guests, visit with them and
share a meal.
2) Overnight hosts - arrive at
8pm. Spend the night (we
have the bed) and serve the
guests a continental
breakfast. Leave when the
guests leave about 7am.
3) Provide a dinner for the
families, evening hosts and
yourselves. Stay and share the
meal.
4) Provide food for breakfasts
and lunches.
Please sign up and come out to
support Sharon Barnard and Terri
Veach-Geiger for taking over as
coordinators of this valuable ministry.

Also in our prayers: Cathy
Adams’ great-granddaughter, Zoey,
and her friend, Angie; Nancy
McDonald’s dad, Art; Linda
Middleton’s uncle, and her friend,
Ilan; Mark Middleton’s cousin
Joyce Rose; Dick Moyer’s nephew,
Eric (deployed to Iraq); Dorothy
Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her friends,
Dana and Mary; JoAnn Nance’s
sisters, Patti and Barb; LaShone
Manning’s son, LaKindell; Amy
Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert; and
Don Wittes granddaughter.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of
your people, those spoken aloud and
those known only to you, and grant us
peace through Jesus Christ, our
coming Savior. Amen.
.
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A Martin Luther Exhibit

L

My Trip to See Martin Luther...

ast month I was very fortunate to fly to Minneapolis,
Minnesota to celebrate my dad’s ninety-seventh
birthday! Woo-hoo! While in the Twin Cities, I was
able to attend the special exhibit, “Martin Luther: Art and the
Reformation” at the Minneapolis Institute of Art. This exhibit
was on loan from the Luther House in Wittenburg, Germany
as they prepare for the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation. It truly was this Lutheran’s latest thrilling
experience!
This exhibition was beautifully presented and included
over one hundred remarkable objects of art and many personal
items from Luther’s life.
Martin Luther entered the University of Wittenburg in
1508 where he earned his bachelor’s degree in one year. On
display was the original registration book showing his
university enrollment. He later earned his doctorate in 1512
and became a popular and influential professor.
One of Luther’s greatest missions was to translate the
Bible from
Greek into
German so all
the German
people could
have access to
it. He
completed the
translation in
just eleven
weeks and yes,
there is an
original copy of this ‘new’ German Bible on display.
Clergymen in Luther’s time tended to be a bit longwinded in the pulpit. (Glad that’s not the case nowadays!)
Soooo, to assist the preachers in keeping their sermons brief,
four small hour glasses were mounted on the pulpit, each
containing 15 minutes of sand. These hour glasses helped the
clergy time their sermons. As explained in the exhibit, the
sermons were divided into four parts: 1. The Introduction; 2.
The Statement of Facts; 3. The Application; and 4. The
Conclusion. Looking at these different sermon parts, one
wonders if such guidelines are in any way taught in today’s
seminaries.
Against one large wall of the museum was a modestly
decorated pulpit rising about four feet or so off the ground and
painted in muted colors. In this pulpit, Martin Luther gave his
last sermon. The year was 1518. Luther died three days later
at the age of sixty two.
A quote from the museum, “Luther’s new theology
required new kinds of art. This ‘new’ art had to instruct,
adhere to biblical scripture and encourage a direct relationship
with God. Out went the saints and fluttering angels. In came
illustrations of Bible stories and theological concepts.” In this
vein, Luther commissioned from local artists, over fifty
detailed illustrations of important Bible stories. These were
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mounted and displayed
on a large folding
screen in the museum.
Finishing up the
exhibit, were many
personal artifacts from
Luther and his wife
Katharina’s home. On
display were medicine
vials, clocks, simple
furniture and yes, even
a beer stein. One can
only guess that as a
good German, Luther
did like to “enjoy a
few brewskis!”
Doesn't every
decent museum have a
gift shop that features
unique items from
their latest exhibit?
Well, the Minneapolis
Institute of Art is no exception. Featured items on sale (of
course) include books, postcards and book marks with the
puckish face of Martin Luther. The gift shop also includes
such must-have items as the Martin Luther Bobble Head Doll
($20), a plastic waving Luther mini-figurine and the ever
popular “Martin Loofa Sponge!” Hmmmm.

Experiencing this special exhibit was a moving
experience for me as a grateful and lifelong Lutheran. It really
was a “once-in-a-lifetime” opportunity and one that I’m happy
to share with the readers of this article. Please know that the
excitement I had walking through Martin Luther’s life and
times is one I experienced in your stead and one I won’t soon
forget.
Sally Magnuson,
The Happy Lutheran
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Worship Notes
that in time a Transition Team will be selected by the Council
to prepare a Ministry Site Profile of Holy Spirit to be shared
with the future candidates interested in becoming Pastor of
Holy Spirit. The Call Team comes later after the Transition
Team has done its work. Throughout this time, you will be
given many opportunities to share your joys, concerns and
hopes for Holy Spirit. My job is to help facilitate this process
and ensure it is a transparent one.

A Brief Introduction
My wife Diane and I moved
to Las Vegas in late 2014.
Reared in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, Diane loves
photography, singing and
Zumba. You will meet her
when I am installed on the
weekend of January 7 and 8.
We live on the East side near
Hwy 95 and Flamingo. We
originally retired in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, but as
grandchildren appeared we
wanted to be near a major airport with non-stop flights to
Minnesota and the Bay Area. We chose Las Vegas because of
its weather, energy and metropolitan flavor. We are still
finding our way to mountain hikes, unique shops, cultural
events and the great national park treasures of Zion, Death
Valley and others. Hopefully you will get to meet our three
sons and families during my time with you. Interesting isn’t
it, how many of our family and friends come to visit when you
move to Las Vegas? My golf clubs are in my trunk just in
case I need to witness on a golf course.

Pastor Tom Anderson

A Holy Blur
Happy New Year, Holy Spirit!! Our paths meet on January 1,
2017 as I begin as your Interim Pastor. It must seem for you as it does for me—a Holy Blur. First the news of Pastor Paul
Hansen moving on. He is deeply respected and will be
missed. Then word of my arrival and a charting of the next
steps for this congregation. What will it be like? How long
will it take until our next called Pastor arrives? Who is this
new Interim? Working with an Interim Pastor might be new
to some of you reading this.

Transition is a process
Bishop Steve Talmage paved the way by introducing the
Council to the process that occurs when a Pastor leaves and an
Interim Pastor arrives. I have been fortunate enough to have
helped 10 different congregations go through this transition.
Each one is special and each one is different. Many of these
were in other places - Cupertino, CA; Albuquerque, Santa Fe,
Rio Rancho and Los Alamos, NM; and most recently New
Song Anthem in Henderson.

I am eager to get to know you. I hope you will drop by the
office and see me as well as at weekend worship. I will be in
the office on Tuesday, January 3.
With God’s gracious ways, we will make this transition a time
of growth and renewal.

Over the next months we will be engaged in a thorough
discussion about the role and skills and spiritual gifts needed
to be the next Pastor of Holy Spirit. Every one of you will
have an opportunity to help in this process. By now you know

Blessings,

Pastor Tom Anderson

Happy New Year from the Altar Guild!
Wishing you all a very blessed, happy,
healthy 2017

Come and Be. We meet every
Wednesday night at 6:45. This short
meditative service is only about 30
minutes and we use the Holden Evening
Prayer service. We are looking for
readers. This is a short Bible reading and
devotional from The Word in Season. The reader also leads us
in prayers.
More information? Contact Cyndy Ryan, 850 382-4011.

Parament changes for January:
Green on the 14th/15th. This is the color of
growth and is used during the season after
Epiphany

Clare Levin

January 2017

12

“That’s the Spirit”

Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——

Nancy McDonald
Thomas Nickerson
June Charles
Shamika Manning
Dick Moyer
Barbara Butler
Chloe Ryan
Gaverial Rinta
Michael Harris
Lillian Dilworth
Thelma Esteban
Makayla Powell
Amyyah Bell
Enid Miller
Priceles Flowers
Shaun Woods
Susan Russo
Aaron Lee
Linda Cohn
Cynthia Shaffer
Thaddeus Nance

1/2
1/5
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/11
1/11
1/15
1/16
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/20
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/24
1/25
1/28
1/30
1/31

Bill/Sharon Wilderman 1/1/85
Keith & Jackie Hopkey 1/5/63
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Warren & Ella Cady
3250 South Fort Apache #139
Las Vegas, NV 89117
Steve Castro
3133 North Michael Way #D
Las Vegas, NV 89108
Ann Taylor - 702-823-3182

From: NPHY
To our Holy Spirit Lutheran Family!
I wish to thank Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church for their generous
contribution to the Nevada Partnership
for Homeless Youth and for your
dedication to helping us fulfill our
mission “To Eliminate Homelessness
Among Nevada’s Youth”.
With their donation of Clothing
and 200 Homeless Youth Snack
Bags, we are able to take greater
strides toward providing for the basic
needs of Southern Nevada’s growing
population of homeless youth, while
helping these vulnerable youth
achieve long-term self-sufficiency and
success.
In 2015, Nevada had the highest
rate of unsheltered homeless children
and youth living on our streets of any
state in the U.S. with the
overwhelming majority of these youth
residing in Southern Nevada. Last
school year, there were over 11,253
homeless youth enrolled in the Clark
County School District – a 21%
increase from the year before. NPHY
needs our community’s support now
more than ever to combat this growing
problem: this is why we are so grateful
for supporters and friends like you.
Happy holidays! Thank you all
for being part of the NPHY family!
Arash Ghafoori
Executive Director
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From: Jo Jirousek:

A special thanks to Ann
Taylor, for helping me get to
church occasionally, for
bringing devotionals and
visiting with me.
From Tim & Loretta:
Thanks to our family here at Holy
Spirit for the cards, cookies, candy,
gifts and your love.
Happy New Year!
Tim Beasley & Loretta Block

From: Ruth Ann Isaacs
I want to thank all of you prayer
warriors at Holy Spirit. Those
prayers and your cards of support,
along with the skilled hands of the
surgeon, successfully got me through
my breast cancer surgery. I will be
meeting with the radiation oncologist
next week, and we will determine how
many weeks of radiation I will need.
In the meantime, please keep on
praying. I’m gonna beat this thing!
~~Ruth Ann~~
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
JANUARY 2017
TIMES
5:30pm
8:45am
11:15am
5:30pm
8:45am
11:15am

January 1
XX
XX
Rich & Marsha
Stephenson
LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

January 7/8
Sue Mayer
Cindy White
Keith & Jackie
Hopkey
Bill & Sharon
Wilderman

January 14/15
Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Terry & Mary
West
Jennie Zweifel
Alberta Raggs

January 21/22
Joanne Engler
Cindy White
Dean & Marcia
Chapman
Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

January 28/29
Jay & Eileen
Miers
Stan & Mirium
Tsui
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

XX
XX
Ron Isaacs
Loretta Block
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Sue Mayer
Cindy White
Mike, Brett, Matthew
McMahan
Shante Manning
Priceles Flowers

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Joanne Engler
Cindy White
Ron Isaacs
Dick Moyer
Shante Manning
Karen Dunn

Jay & Eileen
Miers
Jim & Patti
Cassidy
Karen Dunn
Priceles Flowers

Assisting Minister

5:30pm
8:45am
11:15am

XX
Ruth Ann Isaacs
Jennie Zweifel

Dick Kovach
Michele Beck
Mark Middleton

Mark Myers
Amy Pearce
Penny Hauser

Faye Bastarache
Sally Magnuson
Ann Taylor

Dick Kovach
Sandy Hughes
LaShone Manning

Acolyte

5:30pm
11:15am

XX
Joshua Anderson

Conner Callaway
Jeremiah Anderson

Conner Callaway
Thaddeus Nance

Conner Callaway
Shamika Manning

Conner Callaway
Thaddeus Nance

Child Assistants

8:45am

Leilani Hanisch
Thaddeus Nance

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Selena Pearce
Leilani Hanisch

Spencer Birt
Emily Birt

Gaverial Rinta
Julius Quarnstrom

Prepare
5:30pm

Sharon Manning
XX

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache

Mirium Tsui
Faye Bastarache

Ann Taylor
Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache
Faye Bastarache

8:45am
11:15am

Clare Levin
Sharon Manning

Sally Magnuson
Jennifer Vaughn

Mirium Tsui
Jennifer Anderson

Barbara Butler
Ann Taylor

JoAnn Nance
Sharon Manning

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:45 Church Office/702 645-1777
 11:15 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 

January 1, 2017
January 7/8, 2017
January 14/15, 2017
January 21/22, 2017
January 28/29, 2017
January 2017

Name of Jesus
Baptism of Our Lord
nd
2 Weekend of Epiphany
rd
3 Weekend of Epiphany
th
4 Weekend of Epiphany

Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 8; Galatians 4:47; Luke 2:15-21
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12
14
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Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY
1

8:45a Contemporary
Worship
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

TUESDAY

2
NarAnon 6p 12p Senior Meals
6:3p Grief & Hope

WEDNESDAY
3

THURSDAY
4

FRIDAY
5

SATURDAY
6

9:30a Prayer time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
with Pastor Tom
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
9:30a Lectionary Study
12p Senior Meals
6:45p 'Come & Be'
EPIPHANY
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

7
9:30a VBS Planning
Session
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

HAPPY NEW YEAR
8
9
12p Senior Meals
8:45a Contemporary
Genealogy Writers 5p
Worship/Install
Interim Pastor
6p Kid Song
NarAnon 6p
10a Sunday School/
Genealogy Group 6p
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
BAPTISM of the LORD
16
15
8:45a Contemporary
NEWSLETTER
Worship
DEADLINE
12p Senior Meals
10a Sunday School/
6p KidSong
Confirmation
NarAnon 6p
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p Martin Luther King Jr.
Birthday Observance

22
23
12p Senior Meals
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

10
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12p Storytime
w/Ms Judi
6:30p Handbells
6:30p Executive Comm

11
9:30a Prayer time
with Pastor Tom
9:30a Lectionary Study
12p Senior Meals
6:45p 'Come & Be'
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

12
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
1p Staff Meeting
6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

13

14
Tole Painters 10a
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

17
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12p Storytime
w/Ms Judi
6:30p Handbells
6:30p Church Council

18
19
9:30a Prayer time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
with Pastor Tom
6:30p Adult Choir
9:30a Lectionary Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p
12p Senior Meals
6:45p 'Come & Be'
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

20

21
8-11a Open Air Market
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

24

25
26
9:30a Prayer time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
with Pastor Tom
6:30p Adult Choir
9:30a Lectionary Study Narcotics Anon 6:30p
12p Senior Meals
6:45p 'Come & Be'
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

27

9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meals
12p Storytime
w/Ms Judi
6:30p Handbells

F A M I L Y
29
30
12p Senior Meals
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
12:30p Congregational
Meeting
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

28
5:30p Traditional
Worship

P R O M I S E

31
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12p Storytime
w/Ms Judi
6:30p Handbells

`
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Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION
Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

FOUR CAN TACO SOUP (Recipe Lion)
Cold weather is here, what better way to warm up with a hot bowl of soup for dinner.
This is another version of the Southwest Soups and Taco Soups served at our Soup
and Bread Suppers.
1 pound lean ground beef (I use 15% fat)
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 (1.5-ounce) packet mild Taco Seasoning mix
1 tablespoon onion powder
1 (29-ounce) can pinto beans
1 1/2 cup water
1 (16-ounce) can dark red Kidney beans
1 (10oz) package tortilla chips
1 (15.25-ounce) can sweet kernel corn
1 (14.5-ounce) can diced petite-cut tomatoes
1. In a nonstick large stock/soup pan over medium heat, scramble crumbled lean
ground beef and season with 1/2 package of Mild Taco Seasoning mix. Cook about 5
minutes using a spatula to break up the beef as it cooks. Remove from heat and drain
off any fat after beef is browned and cooked.
2. Add the pinto beans, red kidney beans, sweet corn, and diced tomatoes (including
the juice from all the cans). Add water, garlic powder, onion powder and the rest of the
package of taco seasoning to the pot.
3. Gently stir ingredients together and return to heat, bringing to a simmer/ boil. Put a
lid on the pot and turn heat to low to let simmer for 30 minutes, stirring occasionally
until tomatoes are soft and soup is dark and rich.
4. Serve in a bowl with crushed tortilla chips. Optional: Some people also enjoy fresh
grated Cheddar cheese on top of their taco soup. Cool and refrigerate any left-overs.

(This is also a perfect recipe for using your crockpot!)

