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Thanks…

—Luciano de Crescenzo

… to Ruth Ann Isaacs & Fellowship
Team for coordinating the Ice Cream
Socials...

… to Tim Beasley and Rejoice Band
for leading the Hymn Sing…
… to the Property Team, especially
Eric Morrison, Eric Olsen and
Terry West for removal of the trash
left at the church (mattresses, etc.) as
well as tree branches broken during
the storms…
… to Dean Chapman and Yvonne
Drakeley for delivering Home Baked
Outreach bread to first-time visitors…

… to Worship & Music Team for
our summer July and August Song
Fests and for sponsoring the Ice
Cream Socials...
… to Penny Hauser for organizing
the library...
… to Karen Harris for stepping up to
lead the ESL Ministry…
… to Tim Beasley and Michele
Anderson for leading this year’s
KidSong Music Camp…

… to volunteers in the Helping
Hands Ministry for providing meals
when needed…

… to Mary Wonola and Donna
Lawhead for baking bread for the
HBO ministry, and to Mirium Tsui
for coordinating the HBO ministry…
… to the Senior Meal servers...

... to the Morrison family - Eric,
Dorothy, Randy, Shannon, Madisyn
and Kayla, and Dean Chapman,
Michael Harris, Keith Hopkey,
Mark Middleton, Dick Moyer, Eric
Olsen, the Ryan family – Eric,
Laurelei and Kjetil, the McMahans –
Michael, Brett and Matthew, Gary
Torstenson and Terry West for
preparing/moving furniture for the
annual floor care (carpet cleaning and
tile cleaning/waxing and buffing)…
… to all those who baked bread for
Bread Sunday…
… to our CALL COMMITTEE.

… to the Children’s Ministry Team
preparing for the 2017-2018 Sunday
School year…
… to Shamika Manning for helping
Karen Dunn with custodial duties…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

July 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 30,948.66

$198,700.59

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 22,876.29

$163,955.97

$

$ 34,744.62

8,072.37
2,795.322,029.
$ 6,121.00

$ 33,286.42

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,573.00

$ 46,011.00

Difference

$

- 452.00

$ -12,724.58

NET INCOME

$

7,620.37

$ 22,020.04

Difference
Debt/Building Income

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $769 through July for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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Council President – Keith Hopkey
“The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. The Lord is good to all, and his
compassion is over all that he has made.” Psalm 145: 8-9
(NRSV)
These words are always comforting, however more so today
with all that our Country and the World are experiencing!
Fortunately God isn’t like us, He doesn’t immediately “strike out” at us for our
“transgressions”! Rather He shows us His Grace and Love! Oh, if only we all would
be more like Him in the way we treat our “brothers and sisters”!
Praying you all had some good days and memories from this summer! If you are like
me, many of you are probably looking forward to the “cooler” days”! Course as
Jackie reminds me, when the days get really cold I’m quick to say, “Gosh, I wish it
would warm up!”
Holy Spirit surely didn’t miss a beat this summer! There was activity for everyone
from Vacation Bible School to Music Camps, to Hymn Sing, to Ice Cream Socials, to
Bread Sunday, to blessing of school backpacks, and the excitement of launching our
fall Sunday School programs! We saw our Diaconal Ministry program launched
thanks to the efforts of Linda Middleton and Pr. Tom! We are in the process of
refinancing our mortgage, thanks to Dean Chapman, for needed roof repairs and
potential new air conditioners. Both our interest rate and monthly payments are being
lowered, yet we will only be extending our loan eight months!
An upgrade to our alarm system is being reviewed to bring us into the digital age,
along with adding an office door buzzer affording another degree of security for our
Office Manager! Your Council is also in the midst of a review of Holy Spirit’s
involvement with Family Promise! It is a program we would like to continue, however
interest and participation is falling off at Holy Spirit, making it very difficult and
frustrating for our ministry facilitators! We are going through a church survey process
which solicits your input, speaking with other churches and with Family Promise, to
assist in making a recommendation in the next 30-45 days. A big thank you to
Sharon Barnard and Terri Veach-Geiger for all the work you have done with Family
Promise this past year! Moving forward with the program, we will need a new
facilitator(s). Please let the church office or any council member know if you would
like more information in leading this needed ministry!
You can also be assured your Call Committee didn’t take a break this summer! They
have been working continuously interviewing candidates. I’m sure you will be reading
more about their activities in this newsletter and/or our church bulletins! Prayers and
Thanks continue to go out to our Call Committee chaired by Mark Myers!
Once again, thank you to all members and friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran! In
addition to all the summer programs mentioned earlier in this article, we have
maintained a healthy financial position throughout the summer! Through July 2017,
our estimate of giving from members and friends was a positive $6,219 versus our
expected budgeted amount! Our total received income was a positive $7,378 versus
our expected budgeted amount! All bills and scheduled benevolence have been paid!
Special thanks to Dottie Stockton who has diligently served as our Treasurer this past
year, however is now moving! You will be missed and we offer prayers and good
wishes in your move! Yes, ‘we are a church in transition’ however, we are also a
church continuing to “move forward”, thanks to all of our members and friends! Last,
but definitely not least, we offer praise and thanks to the wonderful and gifted
leadership of Pr. Tom! Thanks and Praise to God!
“Ask God to give Grace in time of need”! (author unknown)
God’s work. Our hands.
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Music Minister
Tuesdays at 7:00pm — Handbell Choir
Handbells are fun and a great way to learn music making. If
you have some musical experience, join us on Tuesday nights.
Wednesday at 6:30pm — Adult Choir
This fun group meets on Wednesday
evenings and is the best way to share
your singing talent. No matter your
voice (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), there is
a place for you in the choir.

Tim Beasley
Let’s Make Music
It’s that time of year for a new music
season to begin. I’m looking forward
to having all our music groups back together. It’s a great time
for new members to join us. We have plenty of opportunities
to share your musical talent. All of our music group rehearsals
begin the week of September 10, 2017.

Wednesday at 7:30pm — Rejoice Worship Band
The Rejoice Band leads music at our contemporary service.
We meet to prepare and pray on Wednesday evenings. If you
play an instrument, come check it out.
Blessings,

Mondays at 6:00pm — KidSong Children’s Choir
This group is for kids of all ages. We meet for fun, fellowship,
and singing on Monday nights and sing in worship every
month or so.

The greatest ornament
“The church knew what the psalmist knew: Music praises God. Music is as well, or better, able to praise him
than the building of a church and all its decoration; it is the church’s greatest ornament.” — Igor Stravinsky

Prayers of the Church
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’ granddaughter,
Holly, and her great-granddaughter, Zoey; Serena Cai’s
mother, Tong Yuan Zeng; the Kesling’s in-law, Bob
Cromwell; Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Linda
Middleton’s uncle, and her friend, Ilan; Mark Middleton’s
cousins Joyce Rose and Kim Lewis, and his grandmother,
Gertrude; Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her friend,
Nancy; JoAnn Nance’s father, Frank; Howard Olson’s
friend, Nannette; Amy Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert; and
Don Wittes granddaughter.
We pray for Will Demaree and all those who mourn the
loss of Will’s mother, Mary. Help us to trust your promise of
resurrection life.
For this congregation and its leaders; through our shared
work, let your word prosper among us and bring life to the
community beyond our doors. We pray for our call
committee: Gwen, Matthew, Mirium, Jen, Charlie, Dean,
and Mark; and for those pastors considering the call to
Holy Spirit. Guide them and grant them wisdom, compassion
and unity of spirit.
O God, empower our congregation to boldly proclaim and
live out your love to all who long to hear a word of hope and
kindness.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we need,
we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God our ruler, continue to send out
your church on earth to be light and salt
to the world. Keep giving us the heart to
do your work, to our extended neighbors
in Las Vegas.
O God our creator, you quiet the
seas and silence the wind. Restore your
creation to the perfection and beauty

you spoke into being.
O God our redeemer, inspire our church with the
goodness that comes from faith, so that your rule thrives
throughout the world.
O God, comfort those who are lonely, fearful, or burdened by
doubt. Give meaningful work to those who seek employment.
Walk with those who are grieving or ill, especially; Cathy
Adams; Virginia Bartholomew; Judy Caison; Roy
Cameron; Patti Cassidy; Alora Cavalieri; Marcia
Chapman; Betty Davis; Lillian Dilworth; Helen Geraci;
Dana Hackett; Bruce Hammerstone; Joe Hauser; Roger
Hayden; Judi Hempel; Susan Hicks’ Jo Jirousek; Dave
Johnson; Mike Jolls; Dick Kovach,; Jimmy McDonald;
Lori McKean; Lisa Mueller; Bob Nance; Jean Pritchett;
Keith Quirk; Allison Rodriguez; Corey Schaefges;
Rebekah Signoretti; June & Earl Wall; Nancy Wier; and
Jennie Zweifel.
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Worship & Music Ministry
Communion feast. Notably, there has been a
“de-cluttering” of the altar. The word altar is
derived from the Latin word “alta” which
means high. Its height enhances its dignity,
emphasizes the significance of the table, and
allows the congregation to see the activity at the altar.
The communion vessels are now placed on an additional
credence table to the right of the piano, and brought forward to
the altar at the time of the sacred meal. Also, the addition of a
brass chalice and paten (holds Pastor’s bread) with matching
bread plates have been a lovely addition to the celebration of
our Holy Communion liturgy. All these
new items mentioned have been
generously donated by members and/or
family of our congregation. Sincere
thanks to all for enabling us to enhance
the worship space in this manner, thus
further glorifying our Lord.
September blessings to you and your families,

F

all Greetings from our team. Fall? It
sure doesn’t feel like it here in Las
Vegas quite yet.
As the leaves begin to turn beautiful
colors on the outside, so it will be with our
sanctuary on the inside. This month you
will see the fall flowers, pumpkins, leaves,
gourds, and other decorations grace our altar and narthex.
Watch for the transformation later this month and enjoy!
In the church year we are still in the season after
Pentecost. Our parament colors will remain GREEN
representing our growth in the Christian way of life and
thought. If you are getting bored with the green, no worries:
we will be changing for Reformation Sunday in October.
We will be celebrating the Rite of Affirmation of Baptism
a few times this month. This is a sort of “graduation” for the
confirmands. Let’s all welcome them into our church family
and commit to assisting them grow in their Christian life.
During this time of transformation in our church life, we
have experienced some physical changes in our worship and

Clare Levin

The Call Committee
candidates’ churches, a decision will then be made to choose
one or neither of them. If one is chosen, that name will be
submitted to the Church Council. If they accept that candidate
they will schedule a special meeting of the congregation.
The final decision whether to present a call to that pastor
still resides in the members of the congregation.
The Church Council should be commended for the people
they selected for the Call Committee, as we all have different
perspectives and have really jelled into a good team. We have
felt the energy of your prayers and by that we know we are all
in this together. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.
Keep watching the bulletin and the website for further
information. And don’t forget to keep praying, praying,
praying.

Hello from the Call Committee

L

et us recap what has happened
so far in our search for another
Pastor. The Mission Site
Profile was provided to us and to the
Bishop. We met a few times
organizing our team and preparing
for the names that would be
submitted by the Bishop.
July 24, we were provided four (4) names for which we
scheduled the initial interviews for each. We also gathered
what we considered to be the right questions to ask each of the
candidates. Prior to the interviews, one of the candidates
decided to pursue a call elsewhere, so we interviewed just
three (3).
Once the interviews were complete, we discussed what
we heard and saw from each of the candidates. It was good
that we were able to see them via Skype. We took some time
to pray about our next step and it was unanimously decided to
call two of the candidates back for a second interview. In the
meantime, we have listened to and/or watched sermons from
each of the candidates.
With that information, what we gleaned from the
interviews and from personal experiences, we have generated
several questions we will be asking in the follow-up meetings.
We hope to have those meetings completed by the end of
August. The next step will be to visit either one or both at
their church to see them in their own setting.
If we decide not to continue with either of the two (2)
remaining candidates, we will contact the Bishop for further
guidance, i.e. more candidates. We are praying this will not
be necessary. Assuming we visit one or both of the remaining
September 2017
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Children’s Ministry

W

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

ow! It seemed like the
summer went by really fast!
Sunday School is already off
and running for the 2017-2018 year!
The Sunday School children had a
great time August 20, Rally Sunday.
We celebrated the beginning of the
new Sunday School year with “The
Great Holy Spirit Ninja Obstacle
Course Race” which was lots of fun.
We also kicked off a new Sunday
School Service/Mission project. From
August 20 –
September 24,
all our
Sunday
School
offering
collected will
go toward
purchasing an
animal(s)
through the
ELCA – Good Gifts – God’s Global
Barnyard program.
The animal(s) the children
purchase will be given to a needy
family somewhere in the United States
or the world. The gift of one animal
to a needy family can help break the
cycle of hunger and poverty for good.
Please see the display in the Narthex
for more information.
We invite everyone in the
congregation to help the Sunday
School children reach their goal of
enough funds to purchase the animal
they chose on Rally Sunday. You
may put your offering in the container
in the God’s Global Barnyard display
in the Narthex. Thanks for your
support!
We have a great group of Sunday
School teachers, all of whom have
taught before, either last year or the
year before. In our Preschool/KG
class, we have Judi Hempel and
Lynne Cavalieri as teachers; 1st/2nd
Grade – Marsha Stephenson, Gwen
Jolls and Rebekah Signoretti who
will be alternating Sundays for
teaching. Fred Schrumm and Edie
Bush will be alternating Sundays for
the 3rd/4th/5th/6th Grades.
We are so thankful for this
wonderful team of returning teachers!
We welcome our 6th graders back to
regular Sunday School! For the past
few years, Confirmation was a 3-year
September 2017

program including 6th/7th/8th grade.
This year we will return to a 2-year
Confirmation program for 7th/8th grade
which means we get our 6th graders
back in Sunday School for all of the
younger children to look up to!
We will continue our “Feed the
Hungry” Sundays on the first Sunday
of each month. Please remember to
have your children bring a nonperishable food item on September 3
to be donated to Lutheran Social
Services of Nevada Food Bank.
“My Faith Story” dog tags
program will also continue, where the
Sunday School children may earn a
“dog tag” for
completing specific
actions/activities meant
to help grow their faith.
New ones have been
added this year,
including learning the 10
Commandments, Sharing the Gospel,
and “Promises from God” series of six
dog tags. All the children will earn
two of the “Promises from God” series
dog tags on August 27 and September
3 when our Sunday School lessons
will focus on learning a Bible verse
related to one of God’s promises.
On September 10, our Sunday
School lesson will focus on learning
about Martin Luther in honor of the
500th anniversary of the Reformation.
We will begin our regular Sunday
School curriculum on September 17.
We’re looking
forward to a great
year of Sunday
School!
Blessings to all
as we move into the
busy fall season!

Gwen Jolls

jolls.gwen@yahoo.com
702-645-0686
Ms. Judi fell and
broke her elbow,
therefore, she will
not be able to
schedule a story
time for a while.

We have big plans for
confirmation this year. Please
carefully read through this article.
Highlighted here are some of the
changes and what will stay the same.
1. We’ll meet most Sundays during
the education hour, but officially
confirmation will start September
10. Sundays when confirmation
doesn’t meet, and the Sundays leading
up to the start of confirmation, please
attend the High School Sunday school
class led by Amy Trunoske.
2. Once a month Saturday fun! Most
months, we’ll meet one Saturday from
3-5:30pm. This will coordinate with
the monthly youth group activity. The
day will be like this: 3-5:30 a
confirmation event, this could be
Bible study, special speaker, service
project, family event - the sky is the
limit. We have lots of ideas!
From 5:30-6:30 we’ll attend, and be a
part of, the Saturday evening service.
This could mean doing a skit, reading
lessons, serving as an acolyte, an
usher, or other tasks. Following will
be food and youth group activity. All
youth grades 6-12th will be invited to
attend all of the Saturday activities.
Confirmation youth will be expected
to be at the early part, 3-5:30.
3. Confirmation will transition to a 2year program. With a new pastor in
our future, we are working out some
of those details now and staying
flexible, but this year confirmation
means 7th and 8th graders. Kimberly
Nickerson, Cyndy Ryan and Pr.
Tom Anderson will
lead confirmation this
year. Sunday mornings,
Pr. Tom will join when
he can. All Sunday
school and
confirmation will run
from 9:35 -10:25am. Please be on
time ready to go.

Cyndy Ryan
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Youth & Family Ministry

W

oohoo!! Another Youth Ministry year is here!!
Hope everyone had a great first few weeks of
school! I am so excited for the activities we have
planned throughout the next year! I heard this song the
other day. It’s a beautiful remake of an old Genesis song I
loved as a kid and the inspiration hit me like a ton of bricks.
There is a part of the song that says:

participants create homes to sleep in for the night out of
cardboard boxes. There is food and fun and it is a great
way to raise money and awareness for those who
experience homelessness. This event will be October 7 - 8
and is a Family Promise Fundraiser/Event. We try to raise
at least $35 per person (the minimum cost to participate in
the carnival/overnight event). This event will be hosted at
Community Lutheran Church. I will share the link and
fundraising/registration page on the STORM Facebook page
soon. If you plan to participate, start looking for large boxes!

This is the world we live in
And these are the hands we’re given
Use them and let’s start trying
To make it a place worth living in...

There are many other events and activities coming up in
October, November, and December. I cannot stress enough to
check the STORM Facebook Page often for event invites and
updates.

So, after getting a bit misty eyed, I realized that this is the
theme for our new year in Youth Ministry! By raising
awareness, and doing service projects throughout the year, we
can do our part in making this place (this city, this county, this
planet) a place worth living in! So keep checking the STORM
page often for upcoming events.

We had such a great time at Western States this summer!
Joshua, Zach, Lasha, Caroline and Tyler all had a ton of fun
and gained some important insight and inspiration for Big
Dreams! This is by far my favorite event and I expect to
double the number of attendees in three years! I hope to soon
have a great video posted on the Holy Spirit Facebook page
chronicling our adventures.

Our first event will be our 30hr
Famine on September 8 and 9! This
is a super cool event/fundraiser that
helps raise awareness for hunger
issues throughout planet earth. This
event is a multi-church event with
ELCA and LCMS youth groups being hosted by First Good
Shephard Lutheran Church. We hope to raise at least $40 per
person. Please RSVP no later than September 3.

Western States is the precursor event
to the National Youth Gathering,
which will be in Houston next summer.
I am so excited about this event!
While there is a much greater cost
associated with this event, I have some
great ideas for fundraising!

I realize that the 30hr famine will not be an event for
everyone. There will be some youth who will not be able to
participate due to health reasons, and some who will not want
to participate due to the fasting aspect. That is ok. There will
be plenty of other events where those youth can participate!

Until next time…
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske

Next up in October, we will have one of my favorite events,
Cardboard City!!! This is an overnight event in which the

Caroline Trunoske, Tyler Schoenwald, Josh
Anderson, Zach Bell-Nance, Lasha Chenicek,
Amy Trunoske

September 2017

Lasha, Caroline, Zach, Josh, Tyler
Josh Anderson with
Flat Jesus
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Maxwell’s Musings
“I teach
Sunday School.
What’s your
superpower?”

S

—Unknown

ome of our friends, me, too, report
they’ve had busy but fun summers.
On June 24, I slipped into Jackie
Hopkey’s purse and rode over to the
home of Dean and Marcia Chapman.
They were
celebrating
their Golden
Wedding
Anniversary
(50 years!
Wow that is
a long time!). There were so many
goodies there I didn’t get hungry for a
week (okay, it was only one day).
There were about 40 people there
and I had to be very careful not to get
stepped on. Dean and Marcia’s son
Scott and wife Julie Sue, along with
their boys Tommy and Carson, were
there from Minnesota, as well as their
daughter Desiree, who lives in Las
Vegas. Some of their original wedding
party also attended, among them
Marcia’s flower girl, wearing the cross
pendant Marcia gave her at the time of
the wedding! How special is that!
They really had a great time visiting
with all the guests. One of their
neighbors played music out by the pool
all evening. I heard through the
grapevine that Dean and Marcia finally
had their first dance. It seems like they
had to wait a long time so if you are
interested why, you can ask them.
Don’t you think they have a nice
looking family?
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The day after Dean and Marcia’s
anniversary celebration, Keith and
Jackie Hopkey left for a 12-night cruise
of the British Isles. They flew into
Amsterdam where they boarded their
ship with
their first port
being Bruges,
Belgium. They
were very
impressed with
the picturesque
beauty of this
city. It also
reminded
them very
much of Venice, Italy as canals wound
through the city (no gondolas, though).
From there, they sailed to
Edinburgh, Scotland where they toured
the Edinburgh Castle (in the rain).
Jackie was transported back to the era of
the historical Victorian romance novels
she enjoys reading. After seeing the
sheer size and expanse of the castle and
its grounds, it was much easier to
understand how many families - owners
and servants
alike, lived
within its
walls, along
with stables
and extensive
gardens. Very
much its own
village.
Inverness
and Loch
Ness, Scotland
was next on the itinerary – sadly, they
reported no sighting of the monster.
Glasgow, Scotland followed, then on
to Dublin, Ireland. They waited in a long
line at the Blarney Castle, in the County
of Cork, Ireland, to ascend very steep and
narrow stairs, for their turn to kiss the
Blarney Stone. Both Keith and Jackie
admitted they kept their lips an inch or
two
away
from
that
stone!
They
came
away
with
certificates stating they were ‘now sent
forth with the Gift of Eloquence’.
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The last port was
St Peter Port, Guernsey, Channel Islands
– finally sunshine! With the name
Guernsey, it was no surprise the area is
known for their Guernsey cattle. They
stated they saw more Guernsey goats
than cows!
Judy Carey and Dave Johnson’s
grandson, Nathan Broude, who lives in
Ely, NV was with them most of the
summer - from June 14 to August 1.
They enjoyed having him and had a great
time.
Over July 4th weekend – Judy,
Dave, Jayna, and grandson Nathan all
traveled to California to be with their
Marine, Krista Broude, on her 19th
birthday (which was July 2). They spent
the day at the ocean which they loved.
On July 3rd they attended Krista’s
wedding to Alondra Rodarte (Marine
who attended church with the family over
Memorial weekend). They had a civil
ceremony in San Marcos, CA with many
fellow Marines and friends attending.

They met Alondra’s amazing family
who traveled from Snyder, Texas. What
a very special day they had. They are so
happy for Krista and Alondra. Krista
will be moving to Camp Pendleton in the
next several months, where Alondra is
stationed.
Continuing their active summer, the
first weekend in August, Dave, Judy and
Jayna took a long weekend trip down to
Laughlin, NV.
They drove into
Oatman, AZ,
which is an
amazing old town
along the famous
Route 66, where
burros freely roam
the streets. They
swam in the
Colorado River as
well as the hotel pool, enjoyed a tour“That’s the Spirit”

boat cruise on the river where Jayna
got to drive the boat for a little bit,
wore the captain’s hat and looked
through his binoculars! She was in
heaven!
Jayna
started first
grade on
August 14 –
Judy hopes
they are ready
for her! Dave
and Judy are
looking
forward to a
visit from Krista and Alondra over
Labor Day!
Ann Taylor certainly had a blast
celebrating her 70th birthday last
month. Relatives from New Jersey

surprised her when, one by one, they
arrived at her door! Her daughter,
LaShone, hosted a party for her mom,
and lots and lots of friends filled the
house … I was there, too! Sooo much
delicious food was served; now I’m on
a diet.
Since graduating from high
school, Ann’s
granddaughter,
Shante Manning,
has been part of
the 2017
Transition
Summer
Camp...working at
several community
agencies. Here
she is receiving a
Perseverance Award from Goodwill.
Shante will be a great employee.
Ann was telling a group of ladies
that she can’t believe that her
granddaughter, Shamika is now a
freshman in high school! Time
certainly does fly. Have a great year
at Mojave High School, Shamika!
Congratulations are also in order
for great-grandmother, Ann,
grandmother, Ann Bell, and mother,
Brionna Bell for the new addition to

their family. They welcomed baby
boy Kayden, on August 15. He was a
healthy 7lb, 5oz.
Leslie Block, Loretta’s daughter,
finished her 6th IRON MAN in
Copenhagen, Denmark. YOU GO
GIRL!

That’s all for this month, folks.
Thanks to all who shared your news. I
look forward to hearing from you next
month. October issue deadline is
September 18.
Your friend,
Maxwell

Farrah Hayden joins Y.O.U.T.H. C.A.L.L. (Youth Out Using Their Hands for Christ in All Lands and Languages)
Army of One is
supporting Farrah
Hayden,
granddaughter of
Janet Hayden and a
2014 Holy Spirit
Confirmand on her
journey with Youth
Call. She is
presently
participating in a
two-month training course, taking Bible college classes,
growing in faith, and establishing relationships. Her team will
then move to La Gloria, Mexico for a month to serve and
continue their training before spending six months overseas in
Cambodia. Farrah is excited to continue her calling in
ministering to kids.
Farrah asks that we keep her in our prayers, be available
for moral and communicative support, as well as financial
support. Donations may be made through Youthcall.org –
click on donate tab.

September 2017

Farrah, Pastor Tom, Janet Hayden
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Fellowship
occasion on
October 22. This
is NOT a
Fellowship
event—this is a
Holy Spirit
event. This is
where YOU
come in!

W

here did the summer go?
The kids are back to school,
Sunday school has begun, as
well as the adult Bible studies that
take place throughout the week. Fall
is on the way. There are many events
that are coming up, so get your pencil
and mark the following on your
calendar:
The Annual Steak Cook-out will
be hosted by Dick and Betty Kovach
on September 17 beginning at 4pm.
Bring your own
steak (or whatever
kind of meat that
you want grilled),
as well as your
favorite beverage.
The rest of the
meal will be
provided. Remember, this is for adults
only.
The Kovach’s address is 7130
Sudley Ct., Las Vegas – 89131.
Directions to their home will be
available at church on the day of the
cook-out.
2017 marks the 500th
Anniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation. We will celebrate this

You, your
input, and your helping hands
are needed!

We will get together to plan the
dinner menu, music, entertainment,
etc., on Tuesday, September 5 at
6:30pm. Please plan to come. Your
ideas are encouraged and welcomed.
In November, we will have our
annual Pie Fest following the
Thanksgiving Eve service on
November 22. You know the drill …
bring a pie to the Fellowship Hall
prior to the evening service. Then,
following the service, come to the
Fellowship Hall to share a piece or
two (or three??) of pie before going
home. Let’s see if we can come up
with a variety of pies!
The last event I have listed on the
Fellowship calendar is the Advent
Breakfast on December 3. More
information will follow, but it’s not
too soon to mark your calendar.

Four perspectives

Stewardship is not only about
money — Holy Spirit is involved
with outside organizations like Family
Promise and Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth, as well as serving
Senior Meals in conjunction with
Lutheran Social Services of Nevada,
just to mention a few.
During the month of October, we
will be sending out a letter with more
information, and also the annual
pledge cards. Please prayerfully
consider how you can be a faithful
giver in 2018.
Stewardship Committee
September 2017

Because different writers penned
each Gospel, the four books offer
unique angles and insights. Although
the overall message is the same, the
human authors’ backgrounds and
perspectives shine through every
account.
These verses by an unknown
writer remind us of each Gospel’s
characteristics:

I’m sure you’ve noticed the floors
at church were professionally cleaned
recently. Let’s try to keep them
looking beautiful! The kitchen and
Fellowship Hall get lots of use every
day of the week. If you spill
something or otherwise make a mess,
etc., please take the time to clean it
up! It will take less than a minute and
the floor will look great for a long
time. Treat the church floors like you
do yours at home!
The long, hot summer has caused
our water donation supply to dwindle.
Please help replenish our supply …
preferably with the small, 8oz bottles
(due to less water waste). Place your
donation in Room #1. Thanks!
Finally - a
reminder that if
you notice a
particular kitchen
item is getting low,
please write that
information on the
dry erase board
that is hanging on
the cork board in the kitchen. Thanks!
That’s all for now.

Ruth Ann Isaacs

Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

Luke, the physician, writes
of a more skilled Physician still
Who gave himself, as Son of Man,
to save us from all ill.
John, the beloved of Jesus,
sees in him the Father’s Son,
the everlasting Word made flesh,
yet with the Father One.

Matthew — Messiah, Israel’s King,
sets forth, by Israel slain;
but God decreed that Israel’s loss
should be the Gentiles’ gain.
Mark tells us how in patient love
this earth has once been trod
by One Who, in a Servant’s form,
was yet the Son of God.
10

“That’s the Spirit”

Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

W

Army of One

e have had
quite a
summer.
Joe Hauser took a
break from teaching
on the book of Acts
and we were able to discuss other
topics. The latest was a class taught
by Desert Dave Barto on the case for
Evolution or Creation. This has been a
controversial topic over the years and
it is always good to hear someone
else’s perspective and the information
provided.
Unfortunately, I am sorry to
announce that Joe has asked to step
down from teaching due to health
considerations. We will miss his
leadership but are thankful he will still
be a member of our group and can be
counted on to give his ten cents worth.
Hard to keep a good man down.
Therefore, I
ask each of you to
look into your
hearts and pray
about possibly
teaching on a topic even for a short
time. We also could continue Acts if
that is what the group wants. This will
be discussed at the next couple of
meetings. If you would like to teach
or have a topic you want discussed
please call me, Dean Chapman - 702645-7236.

A

ttention all ladies who attend or
would like to attend our HSLC,
“Women in the Spirit,” study
group. Group starts September 5.
We gather Tuesday mornings in
Rooms 1 & 2 from 9:30 to 11:00am.
Everyone should be rested up after the
summer break and ready to laugh,
learn, discuss, discern, pray, share,
September 2017

support, etc., etc., etc. Currently we
are studying the book, “Jesus in Blue
Jeans,” a practical guide to everyday
spirituality, by Laurie Beth Jones.
New folks should feel right at home
since this book addresses our daily
walk with the savior, a journey which
can be joined at any time along its
way. So, we’d love for you to join our
travels.
God bless and we’ll see everyone
on September 5. Call me if there are
any questions, Norma Kesling, 702645- 4727.

Women of Holy Spirit
Last November, I attended the
convention of the Women of the
ELCA, Grand Canyon Synod held at
Alexis Park here in Las Vegas. It was
very uplifting and I met some
wonderful women. When I shared
with a few women of our congregation
how much I learned, I heard, “If I had
known about it, I would have gone,
too.”
So, I’m letting
all of you know—
this fall the synod
women will have a
retreat instead of a
convention. It will
be October 20-21 at
the Franciscan Renewal Center in
Scottsdale, AZ. The retreat theme is
“Transformed: A New Katie”,
celebrating the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation. Who will join me
and learn more to help us vision the
future of women’s ministry at Holy
Spirit?
Some of the activities will be:
German wine and cheese tasting,
Reformation era art and music, a visit
from Katie Luther, presentation on
Human Trafficking, Lutheran
Jeopardy, fellowship with women in
our synod and/or quiet time in the
Center’s Garden and Labyrinth, and of
course Communion. Sounds terrific!
Costs vary ($135-$175 for Friday
only and $311 for Friday and
Saturday) depending on overnight
accommodations. Each room has two
queen beds and can be shared with 2-4
11

women. I will plan on only one
night—returning home on Saturday
evening. I would love to share this
experience with several of you.
I have registration forms. Call
me, 702-586-1547 or send me an
email: storygirl1808@aol.com.

Judi Hempel

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
W.I.T.S. has been busy collecting
lots of school supplies
for NPHY. On August
15 we met at the church
and assembled the
backpacks with the
supplies and water for
each. GOD is great —
13 ladies showed up to
help. They brought bags
and bags of backpacks,
calculators, water, etc.
We filled 28 backpacks with
school supplies, snacks and water.
There were several additional boxes of
those supplies to deliver to NPHY.
Hygiene items, snack items, clothing,
etc., are still being collected.
Thank you for all the prayers,
donations and time donated to help all
the homeless youth in our city.
God bless you all,

Marcia Chapman,
for W.I.T.S.
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MILLER MAILER

Reaching out with the Good News in Argentina and beyond

August 2017

Dear Friends and Family,
“I feel God has been unjust with me.”

News Blurb…

Debbie singing at church

Mauricio y Leticia ready to start
their overseas assignment

Emmanuel said at small group this week. Wow, after months in the
group and sensing a great resistance towards making a decision for
Christ, we are finally starting to understand why. Yes, I wanted to jump
in and explain justice and depravity but, I finally followed my own rule not
to preach to others while they are sharing. It turns out that his father left
him while he was still in the womb and the next fatherly figure was
physically abusive to his mother. When Emmanuel became old enough
he tossed this “wanna be father” out of the house permanently.
Yes, life can feel unjust, ugly, wrong and raw but God’s grace gives us
so much more than we deserve. “Therefore do not be ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, or of me His prisoner; but join with me in suffering
for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us, and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our own works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ
Jesus from all eternity” (2 Tim.1:9).
Children’s Evangelistic Play
Our church loves a theatrical performance. Each year for the national
holiday, Dia del Ni o, we have an evangelistic play where hundreds
come to see the play and hear the gospel. This year Katie is in charge of
all the props and set design. Pray with us that dozens of children can
come to know Christ as their Savior.
Other Prayer Requests
Flood gates opened! Our missionaries from Argentina struggle with
financial support. Pray that they will find a team of promise keepers and
for God’s miraculous provision for their current needs.

Leticia and Katie working on
props for an evangelistic play

Decisions for Christ! Two young men in Bill’s group still haven’t made
their decision for Christ. Debbie is asking for Lordship decisions for
several young women in her group.

In His Love, Bill and Debbie
Bill getting more training in
Buenos Aires

How to continue to financially partner with us: Checks should be
made out to Global Service Network with our account number on
the memo line 512111005.
Global Service Network
PO Box 1809
Apex, NC 27502

Our missionaries in Haiti
September 2017
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Interim Thoughts
If you have a free Wednesday morning join me and the Prayer
Group for prayers at 9:30am. We have a number of folks who
gather around the table and offer prayers for our world, the
nation and for the Church and one another.
Inviting Others—Nourishes the Soul
This is the perfect time to look beyond
ourselves to those we meet who might need
spiritual health. It is as easy as saying “join
me at our church”. New folks invigorate
any parish. New children and families and
elders alike add so much to the ministry of
a congregation like ours. Make it a goal to
invite someone this year to see for
themselves what God can be and do in
their lives.

Pastor Tom Anderson

The Fall Rush is On!!
Here we go again. Life in the church speeds up as soon as the
calendar page turns to September. Rally Day ushers it all in.
Soon the Confirmation Class is back in session, the choir will
have its retreat and begin singing, the bell ringers will be
praising the Lord at worship and the numbers of worshipers
will increase. The brisk pace awaits. I am on board and hope
each of you is. Welcome back summer travelers. Holy Spirit
is Open.

It Was Busy Here This Summer!
We tried a number of new things this summer. We had two
Hymn Fests during worship and the singing was very
impressive. Not only that, we followed each with an old
fashioned Ice Cream Social. Many baked bread on the Sunday
that we read the Feeding of the 5000. We enjoyed the
delicious bread choices at the fellowship hour. Vacation Bible
School was great. So was the Music Camp which led to the
choral presentation of “Herbie and the Good News Garden” on
July 23 at both services.

A Spiritual Hospital
Thanks to the ingenuity of our member Michele Anderson we
have a new sign on the church building on Cheyenne. It reads
Spiritual Hospital-New Patients Welcomed. That image is so
true. That is really what we are. Holy Spirit is a place where
we go to be spiritually
nourished and given
new energy to live our
lives. Christ’s
presence at worship or
that same presence at a
coffee hour can lift us into a new way of living.

The Transition Team gave its presentation of our Ministry Site
Profile at a meeting of the congregation in June. They handed
it to the Bishop and our new Call Committee. That team in
busy now interviewing Pastors for the new Call here. Yes.
This has been a lively summer. Thanks be to God for your
energy and support. Now, it is on to the great events of the
autumn for Holy Spirit. I am glad to be a part of it.
Blessings,

Pastor Tom

New Members welcomed into the family of Holy Spirit
(LtoR) Rich Stephenson on August 19; Howard Olson and Carmen Werner on August 27

Pastor Tom officiated at the
wedding of Mary Kay Lein’s
daughter, Sara, to Mark
Wikstrom, at The Grove on
August 5.

September 2017
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Holy Spirit Life in Random Pictures

KidSong Music Camp
participants, Chloe Ryan,
Jeremiah Anderson, Laurelei
Ryan, Leilani Hanisch,
Thaddeus Nance, Joshua
Anderson, Basil Solis performing “Herbie’s Good
News Garden” musical skit.

September 2017
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——

Isabella Gleason
Ballen Perez
Ikaika Alcantara
Joshua Anderson
Edie Bush
Thao McMahan
Jayda Caison
Gordon Bogner
Penny Hauser
Eric Olsen
Marsha Stephenson
Anjahleek Bell
Jackie Hopkey
Charlie Kesling
Melissa Hunter
Eileen Miers
Jimmy McDonald
Serena Wang

Rich & Sandy Hughes
Charlie & Norma Kesling
Mark & Amy Pearce
Kevin & Kirsten Cannon
Roy & Carolyn Cameron
Greg & Amy Trunoske
John & Trong Davis

9/2
9/5
9/8
9/13
9/14
9/16
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/23
9/24
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/29

9/10/94
9/11/82
9/14/05
9/20/98
9/22/78
9/23/00
9/27/69

BEASLEY, Carol

From: Jo Jirousek

702 202-6744

BROOKS, Jr. Algin
7912 Echo Basin St
Las Vegas, NV 89131-1971
CANNON, Kevin
702 274-2911
150 Las Vegas Blvd, #1518
Las Vegas, NV 89101
HARRIS, Michael

702 972-0217

JIROUSEK, Jo

702 712-9581

From: Judi Hempel
In July, on our way to Minneapolis for
the Triennial Gathering of the Women
of the ELCA, I fell down at Ft.
Madan, North Dakota and shattered
my right elbow canceling the rest of
the trip. Thank you, Holy Spirit
Prayer Warriors for all of your
prayers. I have had the surgery to
repair the elbow and pray the healing
goes well. Thank you all.
From: Frank Gerek, Amy Pearce
and family
During a time like this, we realize how
much our friends and relatives really
mean to us…Your expression of
sympathy will always be remembered.
From: Bishop Steve Talmage
Dear Pastor Tom, Keith and Dear
friends at Holy Spirit
What a great weekend to share the
Gospel with you and the opportunity
to attend your congregational meeting
to listen to how God is richly
providing for the next chapter at Holy
Spirit. Thanks for the card and
generous gift. Your partnership is
appreciated.
With gratitude

September 2017
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Dear Friends,
It’s comforting to think about you
again. It’s your prayers for me that
keep me going. Baseball helps, too.
Was shocked when re-reading the
last newsletter, to see my name. I
wondered, what’s my name doing
there? Was pleased to read the
remarks. Sent it to my son.
I miss being in church and
hearing Pastor Anderson.

Take Time!!
Take time to think;
It is the source of power.
Take time to read;
It is the foundation of wisdom.
Take time to play;
It is the secret to staying young.
Take time to work;
It is the price of success.
Take time to be quiet;
It is the moment to seek God
Take time to be aware;
It is the opportunity to help others.
Take time to love and be loved;
It is God’s greatest gift.
Take time to laugh;
It is the music of the soul.
Take time to give;
It is too short a day to be selfish.
Take time to be friendly;
It is the road to happiness.
Take time to dream;
It is what the future is made of.
Take time to pray;
It is the greatest power on earth.
Take time to do charity’
It is the key to heaven.

—Author unknown
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Thao McMahan
Faye Bastarache
Thao McMahan
Ann Taylor

Prepare
5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

Ray Betts
Faye Bastarache
Ray Betts
Jennifer Vaughn

Thaddeus Nance
Leilani Hanisch

Daniel Vaughn

Jimmy McDonald
Devra Betts
Mark Middleton

Cindy White
Ruby Collins
Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger
Allen & Jennifer
Vaughn

September 16/17
Cindy White
Ruby Collins
Ron Isaacs
Ray Betts
Jennie Zweifel
Thelma Esteban

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache
Sally Magnuson
Sharon Manning

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Thaddeus Nance

Faye Bastarache
Sandy Hughes
Karen Harris

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Gordon Bogner
Dick Moyer
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

September 23/24
Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Greg & Amy
Trunoske
Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

SEPTEMBER
LESSONS

September 3, 2017
September 10, 2017
September 17, 2017
September 24, 2017

16

Lectionary 22
Lectionary 23
Lectionary 24
Lectionary 25

Jeremiah 15:15-21; Matthew 16:21-28
Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20
Matthew 18:21-35
Psalm 145:1-8; Matthew 20:1-16

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777
 10:30 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 

Mirium Tsui
Faye Bastarache
Mirium Tsui
Jen Anderson

Julius Quarnstrom
Bella Quarnstrom

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

8:30am

Child Assistants

Shamika Manning

10:30am

Acolyte

Don Cleveland
Keith Hopkey
Judi Hempel

Cindy White
Joanne Engler
Stanley & Mirium
Tsui
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler
Michael McMahan
Matthew McMahan
Michael & Karen
Harris
Faye Bastarache
Barbara Butler
Jen Anderson

September 9/10
Cindy White
Joanne Engler
Jim & Patti
Cassidy
Bill & Sharon
Wilderman

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ~ SEPTEMBER 2017
September 2/3
Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler
Rich & Marsha
Stephenson
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Jeremiah Anderson

5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

Assisting
Minister

10:30am

8:30am

5:30pm

10:30am

8:30am

5:30pm

TIMES
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Faye Bastarache
Faye Bastarache
XX
XX

XX

XX

Don Cleveland
XX
XX

XX

XX

Mark & Jan
Myers

XX

XX

September 30
Mark & Jan
Myers

September 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
12p Senior Meals

3
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
de Reyes 6p

4
5
9:30a Army of One
LABOR DAY
9:30a Women in the
Office Closed
NarAnon 6p Spirit
12p Senior Meals
1p Worship & Music
6:30p Fellowship/500th
Reformation Anniv
Planning

10
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
de Reyes 6p

11
9a Stitch in Time
Quilt Group
12p Senior Meals
6p KidSong
6p Women Bible Study
Genealogy Writers 5p
Genealogy Group 6p
NarAnon 6p

NATIONAL
GRANDPARENTS DAY
17
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
4p Steak Cookout
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
de Reyes 6p

PATRIOT DAY

24
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation/Lord's
Prayer Study
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
de Reyes 6p

18
OCTOBER
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
9a Stitch in Time
Quilt Group
12p Senior Meals
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p

25
9a Stitch in Time
Quilt Group
12p Senior Meals
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p

9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
12p Senior Meals

12

9:30a Prayer Time
w/ Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
7:30p Rejoice Band

9:30a Prayer Time
w/ Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

1

SATURDAY
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

2

6

7
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

8

9
11a Choir Kick-off
Tole Painters 10a
5:30p Traditional
Worship

13

14
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
1p Staff Meeting
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

15

16
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group
4p Executive Comm
5:30p Traditional
Worship

20

21
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

22

7p Handbells

19
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

9:30a Prayer Time
w/ Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

5:30p Traditional
Worship

23

FIRST DAY OF
AUTUMN

TOLE PAINTERS CONVENTION 9a-4p

9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells

26

9:30a Prayer Time
w/ Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

27

28
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

29

5:30p Traditional
Worship

30

Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION

APPLE FILLED POUND CAKE (Mr. Food)

4 cups finely chopped unpeeled cooking apples 2 2/3 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup orange juice, divided
2 tsp baking powder
Changing Lives with
1 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
1/4 tsp salt
Faith and Hope.
1 cup granulated sugar
1/4 cup low-fat milk
1/2 cup applesauce
2 1/2 tsps. vanilla
1 whole egg
2 tbsp brown sugar
2 egg whites
Preheat oven to 350 degree F.
In a medium-sized bowl, combine the apples, 1/4 cup orange juice, and cinnamon; mix
well.
In a large bowl, with an electric beater on medium speed, combine the granulated sugar
and applesauce for 1 to 2 minutes, or until smooth. Add the whole egg and egg whites
and beat well. Slowly add half of the flour, baking powder, salt, milk, and the remaining
1/4 cup orange juice; beat in the remaining flour until the batter is well mixed. Add the
vanilla and mix well.
Pour half of the batter into a 10-inch Bundt pan that has been coated with nonstick baking
spray. Top with half of the apple mixture, then cover with the remaining batter. Cover the
batter with the remaining apple mixture and sprinkle with the brown sugar. Bake for 60 to 70 minutes or until a wooden
toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean. Cool for 15 minutes on a wire rack, then remove from the pan onto a
serving platter.
(Note: If using self-rising flour, eliminate baking powder and salt)

