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Dove Tales
Angels Corner

We are all angels with only one wing.
We can only fly while
embracing each other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

It takes many hands
working together to do
God’s work.

Thanks…
… to Pastor Jeremy
for setting up our
Facebook and YouTube pages, so we
are able to enjoy worship services from
home…
… to Pastor Jeremy and Lourdes for
leading our worship services (by
internet) during this time of isolation…
… to Faye Bastarache for her altar
guild talent – keeping the altar in the
correct season, for our virtual worship
services…
… to Mark Myers and our Church
Council for leading our congregation
during this time of social distancing and
stay at home order… for meeting
through ZOOM!...
… to all our silent angels: who have
called fellow congregation members to
check on them; who have shopped for
those who should not leave their
homes; who have supplied toilet paper
to those who couldn’t find any in the
stores…
… to Mary Wonola, Jackie Hopkey,
Faye Bastarache, and Joanne Engler
who supplied Loretta with yummy
snacks while she was in the office
alone…
… to Dean Chapman and Keith and
Jackie Hopkey for counting our
offerings each week…
… to all those who have continued to
give their offerings through their bank,
Pay Pal or via mail…

Jim Cassidy
Sue Mayer
Dave Johnson
Keilandx Butler-Spring
Phil Butler
Jennifer Vaughn
Cecil Palmer
Keith Quirk
Sue Rastello
Sheila Caison
Kimberly Nickerson
Caroline Trunoske
Ken Anderson
Darin Franklin
Carol Beasley
Leslie Zak
Mike Jolls
Donna Lawhead
Kris Byrns
Carl DeRousse
Bill Wilderman

Steve & Thelma Esteban
Jeff & Carol Rinta
Terry & Mary West
Michael & Karen Harris
Lowell & Dottie Alt

… to Karen Pettit for taking a position
on Church Council, when asked to
serve…
… to Gwen Jolls, Children’s Ministry
Team Leader, for staying in touch with
the students and sending them Bible
Study pages to work on…
… to Dean & Marcia Chapman for
taking food and donations to Nevada
Partnership for Homeless Youth during
this trying time for these young people.
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Pastor Jeremy Nausin
this, and there is something new being birthed through an
exceedingly difficult time. I am not about to say that God
has bestowed on us this virus so that the church will
change. That is not what I am saying here. But there
seems to be one characteristic about the heart of God that
seems to shine through in every tragedy and calamity.
God is not content on letting things stay in pieces. We
have a God that has made things whole, and in God’s
image, and God’s image is not fractured, disjointed and
left alone. God overwhelmingly responds to our suffering
again and again by continually showing up with those who
suffer.

1As

he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to
him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large
buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these
great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon
another; all will be thrown down.”
-Mark 13: 1-2

The fundamental job that the temple has
forgotten in the time of Jesus, and more
specifically in the Gospel of Mark, is that
the people of God are called to be with
those who suffer; not to judge them for
their suffering. But to remind them of the
hope that is closer than it ever has been.

Grace and peace to you from God our Creator and Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
I cannot imagine what it must have felt like for Peter and
the rest of the disciples to have heard Jesus declare the
fate of the temple, as he does in the text above. It is so
disturbing that when they have a private moment with
Jesus, they ask him about it again. The second time
around, the answers do not get much better. In fact, as
the disciples seek for comfort from Jesus regarding this
very disturbing news, Jesus only offers a vastly different
metaphor; this is the beginning of “birth pangs.”

I genuinely believe that God is using this time of calamity
to redeem us and call us into something new. And the
one thing missing may be the most powerful gift of all:
presence. We have forfeited the power of our presence at
times for the folly of answers. We like to have solutions to
problems. The only problem with that is that life seems to
offer a variety of problems that do not seem to have very
apparent answers. However, that is the power of the faith
God has given us through the Holy Spirit. Faith is not
about answers. It is
about presence. God’s
presence with us through
the resurrected Jesus
who gives us the Holy
Spirit, and through the
church and the people of
faith. We have been given an opportunity to remember
the power of the presence of the people of God when first
we seek to help one another instead of explaining one
another. We get to be a living witness to the fact that God
has never and will never give up on the Creation God
made in love.

Something new is happening, and the impact of this new
happening will destabilize everything according to Jesus.
But Jesus promises something else, beyond this new kind
of normal, he promises that God will be with those who
will suffer in these birth pangs. Jesus promises that
indeed, though there may be pain, there will be life.
When we study the context and history of the temple at
the time of Jesus, there was no mistaking that there
needed to be some changes in the ways they were doing
things. By the time Jesus comes to the temple leaders,
corruption, divine leveraging, and social casting are all
normal practices by the leaders. We also know that the
temple had become co-opted by the powers of Rome, and
that they indeed were settling into working with Rome,
even if they were not happy about it. And yet, the temple
plays an especially important role in the lives of the
disciples as well as the Jewish people of that time. For
there does not seem to be an incredibly happy response
by the disciples when Jesus tells them of this new fate of
the temple. In fact, they seem very worried about this.
Anytime our normal gets upended, it cannot help but
cause disruption.

Let us remember that everything good comes through
sacrifice and at times, difficult circumstances. Hallelujah,
we do not have to face those difficult times alone. Praise
be to God! Amen.

We are certainly not living through normal times. And on
another level, the church has been impacted greatly. It is
almost as if the stones of the building have all been
rearranged. We are living into a new normal as the
church and there is one thing that is coming through loud
and clear to me during this time. God is with us in all of
May 2020
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Council President
The altar guild continues to prepare our
sanctuary for worship each week. The
members of our congregation council are
continuing to meet virtually. The finance
committee continues to meet virtually and
oversee our financial health. Loretta
works from home, but continues to keep
our “office” functioning. Our staff
continues to perform the best that they can within the current
limitations. With the help of so many in our congregation
who are too numerous to mention, many of our ministries are
still active and helping those in need.

Mark Myers
Psalm 29:11
“The Lord gives strength to his
people; the Lord blesses his people
with peace.”
I hope and pray that this article finds
you and your family safe and in good
health.

I am humbled by you, the people that make up this beautiful
congregation at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. Thank you
for your demonstration of what it is to be people of faith.
Thank you for your prayers and concern for others in this
difficult time. Thank you for your strength and courage in
facing the challenges of Covid-19.

It is often said that you really never
truly know someone until you see
how they react to adversity. Well my
brothers and sisters in faith, I believe
I know you better now, even in this
time of separation. My wife and I
attend the Saturday night service. The result is that there are
many of you that I have never officially met. However, I can
honestly say I have never felt a closer bond to you than I do
right now.

Please continue to be faithful in prayer. And most
importantly, please be safe.
May the Lord bless you with peace and you find your strength
in him.
Yours in Christ,

During these challenging times, this congregation is pulling
together like never before. Even though each of you is dealing
with personal difficulty, your concern for the spiritual and
financial well-being of our congregation is overwhelming. In
phone conversations with members of our congregation, one
common thread with each phone call is the question “How is
the congregation doing?” You not only hold the welfare of
Holy Spirit close to your hearts, you continue to generously
and faithfully show support through your giving. This outpour
of faithful support has allowed us to meet our financial
obligations to our staff and to our partners in ministries.
With the help of so many, this congregation is functioning and
continuing to be vibrant. Pastor Jeremy and Intern Pastor
Lourdes have continued to feed us spiritually with a multitude
of beautifully inspiring online worship opportunities. If you
haven’t viewed the Easter morning worship service that
Pastor Jeremy conducted at the base of our mountains, alone
in the desert, please take the time to do so. It is one of the
most moving worship services I have ever experienced.

May Lessons:
May 3, 2020
May 10, 2020
May 17, 2020
May 24, 2020
May 31, 2020

May 2020

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Day of Pentecost

Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10
Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14
Acts 17:22-31; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21
Acts 1:6-14; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11
Acts 2:1-21; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23
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Financial Standings
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

the Church Council are monitoring our
financial situation quite closely. They
will do whatever is necessary to take
whatever steps are needed to keep Holy
Spirit strong financially.

First, I would like to commend all of you for your continued
financial support of Holy Spirit. I know times are difficult
and I am sure many are dealing with loss of jobs. There is
some good news for Holy Spirit in the fact that with our
aging congregation, many are retired and on a fixed income
which didn't change appreciably if at all.

Thank you for your
continued giving from
the bottom of my heart.
May GOD bless you and
keep you safe.

The financial position of the church is quite strong. We have
a good balance sheet with the liquid assets needed to carry us
through this pandemic. With the church closed, some of our
expenses have decreased while others remain basically the
same.

Your Servant in Christ

Dean Chapman

The church council has decided to maintain the payroll for the
time being and to maintain our benevolence contributions as
well. The finance committee along with Pastor Jeremy and

Treasurer

Financial standings

March 2020

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 31,094.35

$ 85,215.10

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 25,932.52

$ 80,872.97

Difference

$

5,161,83

$

Debt/Building Income

$

5,247.00

$ 13,019.00

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,193.00

$ 18,579.00

Difference

$

- 946.00

$ - 5,560.00

NET INCOME

$

4,215.83

$ - 1,217.87

4,342.13

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $131 through March for the 2020 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

Debt-free, by grace
came … to give his life as a ransom” (Matthew 20:28, ESV).
Young did nothing to earn Esch’s gift, and we can do nothing
to earn salvation. But as she responded by using the gift to its
fullest, we embrace God’s gift by living in thanksgiving and
praise, love and service.

Visiting with her passenger, Uber driver Latonya Young
mentioned her determination to finish college — and a $700
debt that barred her from enrolling in more classes. “Every
time I got ready to pay the money, my kids needed
something,” she said later. “I said, ‘Okay, I’ll just wait.’”
To Young’s great surprise, a few days after that Uber
conversation, she learned that her customer, Kevin Esch, had
paid her debt; she could reenroll! In response, Young
persevered to finish her degree with strong grades. “When he
paid the balance, I had to do this for him,” she said of Esch,
who attended her graduation.
Young’s self-sacrifice for her children and Esch’s selfsacrifice for a stranger both pale, of course, in comparison to
Jesus’ sacrifice of his very life to save us. Like Young held
back by debt, we were captive to sin until “the Son of Man
May 2020
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Children’s Ministry
.

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

Greetings to all of you!
Seems like such a long time since I’ve
seen any of you! Miss you all!

Although this is a time like no other
any of us has ever experienced before
I know we will make it through to
better times. This is a time when we
maybe have more time to really
appreciate things – like that beautiful
sunset I saw today; like taking time to
closely watch the bees on the fragrant
mock orange blossoms and on the
lavender that is blooming in my yard
and to marvel at and praise God for all
that he has blessed us with.
I am thankful for our church on
YouTube that I can “attend” with my
hubby over breakfast and coffee on
Sunday morning and appreciating Pr.
Jeremy’s outdoor sermons such as the
one “on the road to Emmaus” this
morning. I am thankful and inspired
by the many large and small ways I
see God working through all kinds of
people to help each other out during
these times. I
am looking
forward to
when we can
gather together
again in our
building on
Cheyenne
though!
In the meantime, we’ve tried to help
our Sunday School families continue
Sunday School at home. I was able to
send our Sunday School leaflets,
family and coloring pages, and for the
younger children, copies of our Bible
stories from the Spark Story Bible for
our Sunday School lessons through
April 26.
May 2020

I will send materials for the first 2-3
weeks in May as well, as it seems
likely that we may still be “closed” till
middle or end of May (maybe
longer??). In addition, our Sunday
School curriculum publisher –
Sparkhouse, is offering our Spark:
Activate Faith Lectionary Sunday
School lessons on YouTube beginning
April 19 through June 7 which is the
last Sunday of our Sunday School year
curriculum.
I emailed all of our Sunday School
families with information about these
lessons so
hopefully
you have
all had a
chance to
take a
look. You
can just look online for “Spark Family
Sunday School” and click on the
lesson for the week. They are short,
easy to follow and fun! They feature
Dr. Dawn Rundman, a Sunday School
curriculum developer and her family.
These are the same lessons we would
be learning if we met in person for
Sunday School and will be the same
lessons you will be receiving your
leaflets and coloring pages for.

The Sunday School teachers are also
talking/making plans for possibly
getting our Sunday School students
together virtually via Zoom for a
simple lesson/activity. These plans
would also include providing Bible
lessons and related activities/games
virtually via YouTube/Facebook
occasionally during the summer, if we
continue to be “closed”.
We know some of you out there are
fairly tech-minded and creative so
please if anyone would like to help
with some “virtual” activities for our
families with children, please contact
me at jolls.gwen@yahoo.com or
call/text me at 702-496-9463.
Thanks!
Stay safe, stay
healthy and let us
open our hearts
and eyes and
minds to see God
and where he is
leading us.
God’s peace,

Gwen Jolls

Hopefully,
you and your
family can do
Sunday
School
together at home with these resources
until we can gather together at church
again. Sunday School students, when
we are able to meet again, any of you
who can show they completed their
Sunday School leaflets and “attended”
Sunday School in April and May with
their families – you may have a
Perfect Attendance prize waiting for
you at church!
When we are able to meet for Sunday
School again, we will most likely need
to follow some specific procedures to
keep us all safe and healthy. We will
of course let everyone know exactly
what this will involve when the time
comes.
6
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Small Groups
.

N

ot just for women, this month
I’d like to give a shout out for
the ELCA magazine, Living
Lutheran. The yearly subscription
rate is $19.95 for an individual
subscription. The congregation rate is
$11.95 with at least 25 subscribers. If
we had at least 25 people from Holy
Spirit interested, we could get the
Living Lutheran sent to our homes. I
find this magazine both informative
and uplifting. In Living Lutheran, I
find out all of the new, interesting,
surprising, exciting, and sometimes
disturbing things that are happening in
the wider church.
One of the columns I find most
interesting is entitled “I am a
Lutheran.” The writer of this column
may be a clergy person, but most often
is a lay person. The March 2020 issue
featured Ida Hakkarinen of Hope
Lutheran Church and Student Center,
College Park, MD. Mr. Hakkarinen is
a meteorologist for the federal
government. One of the things I liked
best is his belief that science and
religion are not in conflict. He is
currently working on developing the
next generation of geostationary
weather satellites. You can find more
information about the GOES-R project
at www.goes-r.gov.
He feels that he brings his faith to
his occupation the same way he does
to the rest of his life. Baptized in
1956, Ida has been a lifelong Lutheran
with the view of the way science and
worship are connected.
The writer is not always a nativeborn American, as is Mahareta (Meta)
Paubert Kaurin in the April 2020
issue. She prays that the people of her
village in Ambroy region of southern
Madagascar can find food, because
she remembers being hungry before
May 2020

she emigrated to the US. One of the
things I find interesting is her
description of her church in
Madagascar filled with children, youth
and elders. The women walk to
church in their high heels along sandy
roads in brightest colored clothes and
the men wear suits and ties regardless
of the heat. She says “Our offering
collection alone is an hour-long parade
with hymns and choral singing.”
Because girls often drop out of
school in the fifth/sixth grade to get
married and have children, she cofounded a nonprofit — Nofy i Androy
(Dream of Androy) — to support
young women to continue in school
and become independent contributors
to their homes. Meta worked as a
janitor, food server and home
caregiver here in the US to begin Nofy
i Androy in 2012 supporting six
teachers, four staff and 17 students. In
2020, there are 200 students from
seventh grade through university
studies. Read more about Meta and
the project at www.nofyiandroy.org.
If I have piqued your interest in
the Living Lutheran, contact me so we
can get the congregation rate of
$11.95 (if we have at least 25). I pray
that we will.
Next month I will
feature Gather the other
ELCA magazine for
women, that I love.
Until we meet again in
person, stay well and
safe.
Yours in the Spirit,

Judi Hempel
702-586-1547
storygirl1808@aol.com

I pray everyone is staying safe
and doing well. The pandemic has hit
NPHY extremely hard from two
fronts. First, in order to protect them,
they had to stop all volunteers from
coming to the drop-in-center to cook
7

meals which decreased the amount of
food available to the youth.
Secondly, the monetary donations
have decreased rapidly as well. This
is at a time when the youth are not in
school as they normally would have
been.
Since we couldn’t cook anything
to take to them, we ordered several
pizzas last week and they were
extremely grateful. We also recently
purchased frozen pans of lasagna and
other large frozen dishes as well as
fresh produce. They can still cook
there, but they can only serve a couple
at a time. The youth then have to go
outside to eat. Can you imagine what
they must feel with everything else
going on in their lives being turned
upside down?
Thanks to the
Endowment fund for the
$1,000 donation. It will be
well spent. Anyone who is
interested can still deliver
needed items to the dropin-center Monday - Friday
from 8:00-5:00. They meet
you outside to receive the donated
items.
Some items in dire need are
individual snacks, mini microwavable
meals such as soups, frozen dishes of
food, fresh produce - especially
oranges and apples, and of course,
Clorox wipes (like everyone else). If
you aren’t able to provide food in any
way, a monetary donation would go a
long way at this time.
Again, thanks to the Endowment
Committee for the generous donation
and to everyone else in our giving
congregation. Please keep these
young people in your
hearts and prayers.
Any questions
please contact Marcia
Chapman (702-6457236).
GOD Bless you all!

Marcia Chapman for
W.I.T.S
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Maxwell’s Musings
.
“Where flowers
bloom, so does
hope.”

W

—Lady Bird Johnson

ith the COVID-19 “lockdown”,
people have had a chance to
think of personal occurrences
and write about them to share with our
readers. Thank you, friends! As for this
little mouse, it is very lonely keeping
vigil here at the church. Can’t wait ‘til
we all meet again!
Sheila Caison shared her “first-time
ever skiing experience” with friends at
Durango, Colorado in January. None of
them had been to that particular mountain
before, so it was new for all of them.
Even though Sheila was new to
skiing, she
surprised
everyone by
how quickly
she caught
on. So, it was
the first run
on the first
day of the ski
trip, she was
doing great,
had skied
about 80% of
Sheila (r) with ski
the run, going
instructor
quite fast, and
noticed what she thought was a cliff.
(She found out later, it was part of the
trail.) Instinctively, she took a sharp left,
and fell. She couldn’t stand at all, was
hyperventilating and eventually had to be
rescued by medics – thankfully, someone
passing by saw her and went for help.
Fast forward to March (insurance
issues!), she discovered she had a
completely torn acl (anterior cruciate
ligament), stretched mcl (medial
collateral ligament) and retracted
ligaments, all severe knee injuries. The
doctor’s exact words were, “We will be
taking the tissue from your hamstring to
reconstruct your knee.” Oh joy!
Just what anyone wants to hear!
However, it was her only option,
otherwise, she would only be able to
walk the rest of her life, nothing else, and
definitely no more skiing.
Because of the COVID-19
quarantine, hers was the only surgery
of the day, which happened to be St.
May 2020

Patrick’s Day – all others had been
cancelled.
Recovery
has been going
well, with
roughly nine
more months of
recovery. The
next four
months are the
most crucial as
all the tissues
and ligaments
Home after surgery are fusing
together and
connecting to the new hardware in her
knee.... yup, three screws.

Sheila is in Physical Therapy twice
a week and she was advised her
progress is ahead of schedule. She has
to take it easy as she’s lost her balance a
few times and doesn’t do much when
she’s alone as it isn’t worth the risk. She
is no longer in the brace and no more
walker. She may have to get fitted for a
custom brace in a few weeks; it will be
her “robotic leg” and knowing Sheila,
you can bet she will “bedazzle” it.
It’s definitely been a struggle for
Sheila; she’s very independent and
active, so to have
to ask people for
help, even to ask
for help to get a
sock off, it’s
very frustrating.
Keep up the good
work and follow
your doctor’s and
physical
therapist’s
orders. Prayers
A little help from
for a full recovery!
Mom, Judy Caison
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March 14 was a spectacular day for
the McDonald Family. Jimmy and
Nancy’s second oldest granddaughter,
Lindsay McDonald, was married to
Ethan Coon. They were married in the
Gilbert Mormon Temple in Arizona - the
same day that the LDS church decided to
close all of the churches and temples at
5:00pm. Thank goodness their wedding
was held at 11:30am that morning.
It was a beautiful setting as the nonLDS members enjoyed watching them
come out of the private service for LDS
members only. At the evening reception
Lindsay decided she wanted a special
ring ceremony for just the immediate
family before the guests arrived. Not
being able to view the actual wedding
service, she asked Jimmy to walk her
down the aisle for the simple ring
service. It was very powerful and a
heartfelt honor to walk his son’s daughter
down the aisle, presenting her to her
husband a second time.
It was a
magical day filled
with lots of love.
There were eight
grandparents, plus
one great
grandmother,
present. Mr. and
Mrs. Coon will be
setting up home in
the Salt Lake
City area. It
was a
wonderful day
for a
celebration as
Nancy and
Jimmy
welcomed a
new member into their growing family

(Maxell continued page 9)
“That’s the Spirit”

(Maxwell continued from page 8)
Joshua Anderson earned his
"Security +" certification thru CompTia
earlier in March, right before the lockdown. The test is a third-party
certification of Josh’s knowledge in the
field of cyber security. He received a
formal certificate suitable for framing
and a wallet card to commemorate his
accomplishment. It is the kind of thing
he can add to his resumé under
professional training and skills.
Interestingly, the
people running the
front desk at the
testing center noted
he was the youngest
person they had
seen taking this test,
as it is regularly
only given to those
already working in
the profession. His
parents (Ken & Jen) are very proud, of
course.
Josh intends to enroll at UNR
(Reno) in the fall, majoring in
Computer Science
Thaddeus Nance has kept busy
during this unusual time. Online school
work and Scouts have given him
something to
do while at
home.
Thaddeus
had his Scout
Thaddeus
Master
attending
Conference
Scout meeting
and Board of
via Zoom
Review for
promotion to Life
Scout via Zoom.
He was officially promoted to Life
Scout on April 3 and is looking forward
to earning his Eagle.
On March 20, I was able to witness
the last wedding before quarantine hit!
Thomas Savola and Dorothy Miller
had been planning their wedding for
months, meeting with Pastor Jeremy,
preparing for family to fly in. Then it
hit — Corona virus!
Pastor didn’t have the heart to
cancel (remember he has a big heart) so Faye Bastarache prepared the
sanctuary. David Bruley played (for
the last time here at Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church), and the wedding
went on. Forty guests were invited, but
only 20 were able to attend because of
COVID-19. Dorothy’s mom flew in
May 2020

from Mississippi and Thomas’ sister
and brother-in-law flew in from
Michigan. Also attending was
Thomas’ dad and mom, Tommy &
Patti (who have been attending our
church - snow birds!)

April 22 was Ursula Hooks’ greatgranddaughter, Ava’s, 4th birthday.
Because of the Corona virus, her mom
invited all her little friends’ parents to
participate in a drive by caravan. Such
a great way to show her she is loved!

There were 15 cars following each
other one by one. Doors and windows
were painted with Happy Birthday
Ava. Little Ava stood outside her
9

house with
her Mom and
Dad smiling,
smiling,
smiling.
It was
wonderful and
she had a
memorable
Happy
Birthday in the
midst of the
ugly Corona
virus situation.
All of them had a great time and were
able to forget all the stress being felt
lately.
Another memorable birthday
occurred when Keith and Jackie
Hopkey’s granddaughter Olivia,
celebrated her 4th birthday, April 23.
Her Aunt Mia and cousins, Charlie
and Parker, drove from Burbank, CA
to Northridge to sing Happy Birthday,
displaying hand-made signs while
keeping social distancing. Later that
evening, other family members joined
the birthday celebrating via FaceTime.

Olivia wore big smiles on her face all
day.
Judi Hempel reports things have
been very quiet in Calico Basin. When
BLM closed the Scenic Loop and the
Visitor Center, Las Vegans began to
overwhelm Calico Basin as a place to
hike, walk dogs or just race those highpowered cars, especially after Governor
Sisolak suggested as a break from “Stay
at Home for Nevada”, citizens could take
a hike. It’s only about six miles west of
the 215 on Charleston Blvd.
(Maxwell continued page 10)
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(Maxwell continued from page 9)
Within a few days, the authorized
parking lots were full and visitors
were parking wherever they could find
a spot. Then, BLM closed the parking
lots and blocked the trail heads.

Calico Basin entrance closed
Normally, Judi Hempel enjoys
watching the traffic on Sandstone
Drive; she likes to note the fancy cars
that are going over the posted 25mph
speed limit, the walkers along the road
and the hikers on the trails of those
cliffs.
One Sunday, Judi noticed that a
Metro vehicle was driving slowly
north on Sandstone Drive making a
loop and returning to the entrance of
the Basin. That made an interesting
parade of cars and trucks moving at
the posted speed. Later, a BLM ranger
made the same loop. A day or two
later BLM closed Calico Basin to all
but residents.

The wine of the Spirit
“No one puts new wine
into old wineskins,” said
Jesus (Luke 5:37).
Drawing on this
statement, a preacher in
sixth-century Africa
proclaimed in a Pentecost
homily: “It was with good reason,
then, that some people, when they
heard the apostles speaking in every
tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the
new wine.’ For they had become
fresh wineskins, they had been
renewed by the grace of holiness, so
that when they were filled with the
new wine, that is, with the Holy Spirit,
May 2020

Dwight has kept busy trimming
and pulling up weeds from the
landscaping that surrounds their
house. The rest of the property they
have left natural. Some of the native
cacti have begun to bloom.
Judi is especially happy that one
pad cactus, which was smushed by the
excavator during the building, is full
of magenta blossoms. The Santa Rita
Cactus from the nursery have a lot of
buds, but no blossoms yet.
Judi has been reorganizing her
personal files and table linens. Next
will be to unburden the sewing
machine table and do some mending.
Not to be forgotten, keeping up with
family and friends by email. (Maybe
next month, more of you could share
what you did to occupy your time
while in “isolation”.)
Dwight and Judi have found the
Sunday services inspiring, but will be
glad when they can worship with their
Holy Spirit family complete with
hugs and handshakes. Judi especially
misses all of the children in Sunday
School. Here’s praying we will be
able to have VBS.
Yvonne Drakeley’s
granddaughter
Anastasia Achzet
may not have had
a graduation
ceremony, but
will have a
picture in cap
and gown. This
is bittersweet
because her birth
year had the

9/11/2001 tragedy. Now we have the
Pandemic of COVID-19 to ruin
graduation.
Anastasia is on Student Council
and at a virtual meeting this week it
was still unknown or unsure of any
Ceremony. We know a lot worse than
this is going on, but thousands of kids
are missing this special occasion.
Please add this to your many prayers.
Beauty shops not open? Need a
haircut? Sally Magnuson had the
right idea. Give Richard a pair of
scissors. He got the job done!

they spoke
with fervor in
every tongue.
Celebrate,
then, this day
as members of
the one body of
Christ. Your
celebration will
not be in vain
if you are what you celebrate, if you
hold fast to the church which the Lord
filled with his Holy Spirit.”
Fifteen centuries later, may that
call still resonate with us. May we be
so renewed by God’s grace as to be
worthy vessels of the new wine of the

Holy Spirit — and to share it with the
world.
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Still no word from our Governor
when businesses will be allowed to
reopen. Until then, be sure to watch
Pastors Jeremy and Lourdes offer
weekly messages through Facebook
and/or YouTube.
Thank you to all
the Maxwell
contributors for
sharing your stories.

Your friend,
Maxwell

MAY 31, 2020
WEAR RED!!

“That’s the Spirit”

Community ~ Outreach
I

Family Promise of Las Vegas
on News 3 in April

No matter what happens, the mission
of LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES
OF NEVADA is to express the love of
Christ by serving and caring for people in
need. Armed with faith, hope, and
perseverance, we have not only taken
care of our regular clients but also nearly
5,000 additional members of our
community during this time. And we
continue to serve nonstop, even though
we are currently experiencing food
shortages, delays in funding, and
cancellations of our fundraising events
and campaigns.
On Tuesday, April 7, 196 families
visited our DigiMart Food Pantry. These
families included 486 adults, 272
children, and 64 seniors – in total, over
700 individuals in need of a basic
necessity, food. Most of these families
had never visited our pantry before but
were now in need of services due to the
impact of COVID-19 on their lives and
our community. Adults shared with us
how they had recently lost their jobs and
were using our pantry to help make ends
meet. Parents told us that their food
needs had increased at home since their
children were no longer receiving
breakfast or lunch at some schools.
Seniors said they were unable to find
even basic groceries in stores due to
empty shelves. That day, every single
family in need left our pantry with
canned goods, dried staples, snacks, and
fresh produce like grapes, melons,
lettuce, and peppers.
Armena Mkhitaryan, Executive
Director of LSSN asks you now to join
them in the fight against COVID-19 and
stand very strong behind LSSN’s
shoulders, as you have done for the past
25 years, by giving a gift at
www.lssnv.org/donate. We need you
now more than ever! Do it so that LSSN
can continue to stay strong and serve
strong in this time of uncertainty!

May 2020

One month ago, FAMILY
PROMISE realized for the safety of
churches and the safety of their families
that they would pause their shelter
program in congregations. Since that day
nothing has been the same at Family
Promise of Las Vegas as nothing has
been the same for you. They go to work
at the Day Center to figure out how we
could continue to help homeless families
with children. Clark County donated
emergency funding for us to place 21
families in motel shelter. We have two
staff working from home to do case
management and return calls to families
looking for help. We have two staff at
the Day Center with me and we have
been working with getting donations to
the families in their individual rooms
each week.
Terry Lindemann, Executive
Director, writes: We create 21 care boxes
each week and place in them: hygiene
items, nonperishable food which has
been donated to us, diapers and just about
anything we can that the families have
asked for help with. Our van drivers
delivered all 21 boxes out to each family.
When I say that nothing seems the
same....one thing does seem the same and
that is that Family Promise is not
satisfied to place a family in a motel
room without the assurance to them that
we will continue to travel this journey
with them as they look for employment
and housing. I believe about four of our
parents found jobs last week. That is
their “golden ticket” to self-sufficiency.
If you and your family or a group of
friends would like to sponsor one of these
families for the next three months
(supply food and other needs the family
may need) or would like to know more
about this program, please call Terry
Lindemann at 702-638-8806. They are
NOT looking for a check – they are
looking for people to adopt these families
and supply them with their basic needs.

11

Family Promise was thrilled to be
the beneficiary nonprofit for the 3-degree
challenge for the month of April. Thank
you to Meteorologist Kevin Janison for
the fantastic job predicting our daily
highs within 3-degrees, and to Goettl for
donating $100 each time he succeeded!

It could not come at a better time.
The impact of the COVID pandemic on
our community has been devastating.
Working with homeless families in
southern Nevada since 1006, Family
Promise has kept its doors open, retooled
its programs and is now serving more
homeless families than ever before. The
hard work of the Family Promise staff
and the support of the community is
making the effort possible.
Please visit our website at fplv.org
for more information and ways you too
can help struggling families in the
community.

Take a minute and imagine that you
are 14 years old right now. You are alone.
You don’t have a parent or guardian
keeping you safe from COVID-19. On top
of being alone during this scary time, you
don’t know where you are going to sleep
or how you are going to eat. You are
worried because you don’t have a place to
wash your hands frequently. You’ve heard
that the best way to keep yourself safe is to
practice social distancing, which is
challenging, because you must stay in
contact with your friends in order to have a
place to sleep on most nights, unless you
sleep in the streets.
(NPHY Continued page 12)
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(NPHY continued from page 11)
Would you be scared if your
resources suddenly went away?
These are just a few things young
people have to face while
experiencing homelessness during this
pandemic. Many youth come to
NPHY’s Drop-In Center to get
critical resources and to be
connected to a safe place to stay.
Can you make a donation to help keep
these services available for young
people experiencing homelessness in
our community?

I love this poem (see this page). It
captures the essence of true
generosity— the kind that needs no
reward, no payback. We are just so
blessed to welcome you into our daily
operations, where you make it
possible to provide over 800,000
meals each week to the people who
need them. This power, the power of
your generosity working side by side,
will never cease to amaze me. It fills
me with awe.
All of us at Three Square feel such
deep gratitude for each and every one
of you. We cannot do this alone, but
together we can work miracles. We
see them every day.
Thank you,
Matt Hirsch
Director, Volunteer Engagement /
Agency Services

Hello Volunteers,
In honor of National Volunteer
Appreciation week, we wanted to take
the time to say thank you and
celebrate this special week with you.
While we are unable to celebrate in
our usual ways, we feel it is necessary
now more than ever to share our
appreciation for all that you do.
To thank you, I wanted to share two
items with you. The first is a heart-felt
letter from our Director of Volunteer
Engagement and Agency Services,
Matt Hirsch. The second is a poem
that you can find attached. I hope this
poem inspires and lifts your spirits
during this challenging time as it did
for me. Thank you from all of us at
Three Square.
Kindly,
Your Three Square Volunteer Team

Members of the Congregation will be
receiving phone calls from one of Holy
Spirit’s NCG Leaders in the near future.
Thank you for everyone’s participation in
this Campaign.

Sandy Hughes
Why I Volunteer
It’s not for the money, nor for the fame,
It’s not for any personal gain.
It’s just for the love of fellow man,
It’s just to lend a helping hand.
It’s just to give a tithe of self,`
That’s something you can’t buy with wealth.
It’s not for the medals won with pride,
It’s just for the feeling deep inside
It’s that reward deep in your heart
I’s the feeling you have been a part
Of helping others far and near
That makes you be a volunteer.
Anonymous

NCG Delegate

A Spirit who comforts
In a time when life expectancy was
around 40 years, Hildegard of Bingen
(1098-1179) lived more than twice that
long. The Benedictine abbess and mystic
wrote books and music, founded two
convents, conducted four “preaching
tours” and much more, despite chronic
illness, lack of schooling, grave self-doubt
and a male-dominated church and society.
Perhaps these poetry excerpts reveal her
source of strength and inspiration:
O comforting fire of Spirit,
Life, within the very Life of all Creation.
Holy you are in giving life to All. …
O sacred breath, O fire of love …
O most pure fountain
through whom it is known
that God has united strangers
and inquired after the lost. …

Letter from Matt Hirsch- Director
of Volunteer Engagement and
Agency Services:
Dear Friends,
I hope with all my heart that each of
you is safe and in good health. Each
day brings waves of gratitude and
grief — thankful for the gift of another
day, deeply sad for those who’ve lost
a love one.

You always draw out knowledge,
bringing joy through Wisdom's
inspiration.
Therefore, praise be to you
who are the sound of praise
and the greatest prize of Life,
who are hope and richest honor
bequeathing the reward of Light.

We are family. So please let us know
how you’re doing, and whether there’s
anything we can do to support you and
your loved ones at this time.

May 2020

Nevadans for the Common Good has been
maintaining virtual contact throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, keeping in touch
with all the Institutional Leaders. We are
launching a “Conversation Campaign” to
determine how people have been
impacted by the pandemic, both
physically and economically; and listen
for ways that NCG can support them
through immediate action, working with
politicians, or long-term organizing and
systems change.
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Prayers of the Church
Trusting that God
hears us, let us pray
for the church, the
world, and all those
in need.
Reconciling
God, you who
reconciled us to
yourself through
the Cross, lead us
to walk in unity
with your creation
and with one another.
God of justice, you always stand
with the poor and marginalized. May
our hearts cry out and our hands work
diligently for justice for all those who
suffer at the hands of oppressors.
Holy God, you gathered a people
for yourself, to bring blessing to all the
nations. As heirs of this promise
through adoption, let us recognize your
face in the faces of all our neighbors,
your hand at work in and through all
your children, and your extraordinary
presence within the ordinary.
God of love, you who love
extravagantly, let your love overflow in
us as we serve one another with the
same grace and mercy that in you we
have received.
Ask God to keep us mindful of and
responsive to our neighbors who are
suffering financially, are unemployed or
are trying to keep their businesses viable
as a result of the spread of the
coronavirus. Pray that we are aware of
how our lives and struggles are
interwoven with those of others and how
our health and well-being rely on our

shared care, concern, generosity and
support for one another.
Ask God to help us see and attend
to people who are unseen, forgotten,
underserved or ignored in our
congregations, communities and society
― elders who are homebound; people
who are quiet, incarcerated, homeless or
mentally ill; and people living in
shelters, care facilities and group homes.
We pray for those in need of healing and
comfort, who are suffering, sick, lonely,
or grieving, especially: Tim Beasley;
Sheila Caison; Marcia Chapman,
Robin Holman; Olivia Hopkey; Dave
Johnson, Rena
Jordan; Norma
Kesling; Suzanne
Klimek; Donna
Lawhead; Bev &
Keith Quirk; Corey
Schaefges; Nancy
Wier and Mary
Wonola….
We pray for those homebound…
Roy Cameron; Lillian Dilworth;
Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo
Jirousek; June Wall.
We pray for Loretta’s sister,
Terry; for Jenny Knox’s sisters,
Carmen and Vickie; for Betty
Kovach’s son, Scott; for Kelly
Stephenson’s daughter in law, Kelly;
for Sandy Hughes’ sister, Mickey; for
Howard Olson’s son, Jimmy Dean;
Nancy McDonald’s father, Art; and
Cathy Adams’ family, Chris and Zoey.
We also pray for Traci Alvarez, Alvin
Flippen and Vince Shank.
God of eternal life, you promise to
take away our sin and gather us in your

care forever. We give thanks for those
who now rest from their labors on earth,
freed from pain and the power of death.
We pray for Lori, Brahms, and Nichole
Bruley and all who mourn the death of
their husband and father, David. We
also pray for all mourning the death of
our friend, Kim Erickson. And prayers
for Chelsey
and Jayde
Sanderock
and all
mourning
the death of
their father.
Surround them with your loving arms
and grant them peace and comfort in this
time of grief.
God of life, we give thanks for
your gift of life, and for all the faithful
who have gone before us and now live
eternally in your embrace.
Confident that you are able to
accomplish more than we even dare to
ask, we bring these prayers before you,
believing in your saving grace revealed
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

May 7, 2020

we breathe the air of freedom or claim
the right to justice or enjoy the
privilege of worship, fill us with
gratitude for those who selflessly gave
the last full measure of devotion —
their very lives — for our benefit.

A prayer for Memorial Day
We remember, O Lord, all those
people throughout the years who have
made the supreme sacrifice for our
country, for liberty, for us. Whenever
May 2020

May these brave men and women now
know the joy of eternity and your
presence. And may the families of the
fallen receive comfort and peace amid
their grief. Help us as we minister to
their needs. Through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen
May 21, 2020
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Food for the Spirit
RANCH NOODLES
Mr. Food - SERVES 4 - Cook time 10 min.

Whip up a homestyle noodle dish in less than 15 minutes with this recipe for Ranch
Noodles. Not only is this dish creamy and delicious, but it's made in one pot, so
there's not much to clean up!
1 (8-ounce) package egg noodles
2 tablespoons butter
1/4 cup sour cream
1/2 cup Ranch dressing
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/4 cup bacon bits
1 scallion, sliced
Cook egg noodles according to package directions; drain and return to pot.
Stir in butter and remaining ingredients. Serve immediately.

Notes: Here's another tasty idea! Substitute an 8-ounce package of thin spaghetti for the egg noodles, and add
chopped cooked ham and steamed broccoli. Sauté the ham in a lightly greased skillet over medium-high heat to crisp it up
and give it a smoky bacon-like flavor.

