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OUR MISSION: Learning to reflect the light and love of Jesus Christ into a world loved by God.

Dove Tales
Angels
Corner

… to Corey Schaefges for preparing
bread for the HBO Ministry…

taking pictures of Santa with our
church family…

We are all angels
with only one wing.
We can only fly
while embracing
each other.

… to Lourdes Olson, Thaddeus
Nance and the youth for leading the
Thanksgiving Eve Worship…

,,, to Norma Kesling for sharing her
home for the Annual Women’s
Ornament Exchange…

… to Kristin Kerr for crafting the
Advent Words for the Advent
Wreath…

… to the Altar Guild for decorating
the narthex and sanctuary for the
Advent/Christmas season…

… to Jennie Zweifel for answering
the phone for Loretta…

… to the Fellowship Team for the
delicious Advent Breakfast...

… to Mark Myers for coordinating
the clean-up day for the church and to
EVERYONE who helped clean, and
especially to Greg Trunoske for
navigating a scissor lift to clean the
beams in the sanctuary…

… to the Children’s Ministry Team
for the Advent Crafts…

... to Eric Morrison and Eric Olson
for hanging the lights on the patio
walk-up entrance.

—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…

… to ALL who have turned in their
2020 pledge cards…

… to Santa Claus for visiting with us
and posing for pictures…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD’S WORK

… to Kevin Cannon for his gift of
photography, always being available
with his camera and/or iPhone, and for

Bits ‘n’ Pieces
From: Debora Wilby and family

Nancy McDonald
Thomas Nickerson
Kaliyah Norwood
June Charles
Shamika Manning
Dick Moyer
Barbara Butler
Michael Harris
Karen Pettit
Desiree Chapman
Lillian Dilworth
Thelma Esteban
Makayla Powell
Amyyah Bell
Priceles Flowers
Shaun Woods
Joyce Palmer
Betty Davis
Susan Russo
Linda Cohn
Thaddeus Nance
Ed O’Sullivan
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1/2
1/5
1/8
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1/10
1/10
1/11
1/16
1/16
1/17
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/20
1/21
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/28
1/31
1/31

Bill & Sharon Wilderman 1/1/85
Keith & Jackie Hopkey
1/5/63
George & Kris Byrns
1/17/76

Janet Hayden
5329 Riverdale Circle
Las Vegas, NV 89120
Kimberly Nickerson
5211 Pioneer Avenue #104
Las Vegas, NV89146
Ed O'Sullivan
4917 Braeburn
Las Vegas, NV 89130
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We are deeply grateful for the
kindness and compassion you
extended to our family during our time
of loss of our dear Jean Pritchett.

Welcome to our new members
received the weekend of December
14/15:
Randy Sims & Kellie Sims
Sharon “Sherrie” Stephens
Joyce Palmer
Kaliyah Norwood
John Marolt, Rose Marolt
Megan Marolt
Welcome also to returning Kris
Bechtold, along with her grandsons,
A.J. (Andrew) and Ethan Tetlow.

“That’s the Spirit”
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Pastor Jeremy Nausin
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd,
he had compassion on them, because they
were like sheep without a shepherd. So he
began teaching them many things.
Mark 6:34
I haven’t
been much of a
New Year’s
Resolution type person. I have always felt that
if you want to do something, or get something
done badly enough, any time of the year is a
good time to start or stop. But this year is
different. Maybe it’s that being a dad has
finally really sunk in for me. Maybe it’s that,
on a whole new level, I get that everybody I
meet, was at one time, someone’s baby. And
what I can’t help but think is that everyone,
was, is and will always be one of God’s
children. So I’m thinking that maybe this year,
we as the church, have a New Year’s Resolution. Really this resolution is what
I believe the whole country needs, if not the world. This year’s resolution
should be to find a way together to be extra compassionate and caring with one
another and seeking to find agreement instead of highlighting disagreement.
Part of what I am struck by in Jesus’ ministry is how many times Jesus
does something because of a sense of compassion. Jesus, seeing someone in a
state of pain or turmoil, is “moved greatly” (one way the Greek for compassion
can be translated,) and in that compassion offers comfort and healing. Jesus,
sees a fellow hurting human, a fellow frightened child of God, part of God’s
Creation that has been broken, and loves them.
So where have we gone wrong? How have we gotten so far off track?
How as a country and society, have we turned into a body of people that overcriticizes, feels justified in spewing hatred, in not valuing truthfulness and
trustworthiness? Maybe we all think we’re right. But here’s what confronts
me; Jesus never stopped to see if people were right before He helped them.
Jesus didn’t stop and ask someone for justification or legitimacy before loving
them. Jesus didn’t need credentials or even agreement to treat someone like
family. Jesus focused on what flesh and blood is supposed to do: love one
another like God loves you, and let God figure out the rest. We can talk about
what God wants. We can guess at what the complete Will of God is. We can
argue with Bible Scriptures in our back pocket. We can drag up history and
records and hold people to them. But more than likely in the end, we’re all
probably partially right and partially wrong. None of us are going to get it
right. However, we each are given opportunities to be right and wrong, in a
compassionate and loving way. So let us recapture the art and practice of love,
compassion, civility and caring. Let us as a church recapture the phrase, “they
will know we are Christians by our love.” Amen.
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Council President
Services of Southern Nevada, or just being open about your
faith to others, we are all called to be disciples of Jesus. The
ways we live out that calling is unique to each one of us.
Mark Myers

We don’t always have to make a grand gesture to live out this
calling. It can just be the way we live our lives. If someone
cuts you off in traffic, instead of making it clear that you
are displeased, smile and give a friendly wave. Don’t
forget about the Blue Stone ministry. This is a great
way to begin speaking about your faith. Just trying to
live your life as an example to others of what it is to be
a Christian is an important step in your discipleship.
We will all fall short of how we want to behave. But
when you react in a way that makes you disappointed in
yourself, just put it behind you and keep making the
effort to live the life God wants us to live.

Isaiah 40:30-31
30
Even youths grow tired and
weary, and young men stumble
and fall; 31but those who hope in
the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles; they will run
and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.

One of the best ways to begin being a disciple of Jesus
is in prayer. One of the scariest prayers you can make is
to let God know you want to turn your life over to Him
and just ask him to “use me, put me to work”. It is
daunting, but be ready for your life to change in ways
you could not imagine.

Congratulations! You made it
through another Christmas
season. As we take down the tree, pack away our decorations,
and get our homes back to “normal”, we begin to anticipate
what the new year has instore for us.

January is also a time that our Congregation Council will be
finalizing the Budget for 2020. The congregation will be
asked to approve the budget at our congregational meeting
scheduled for Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 12:15pm.

January is not only the beginning of the
new calendar year; it is also the beginning
of the new church year. In January we
begin to celebrate Epiphany and the time
After Epiphany up to the beginning of Lent.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America celebrates on the day
of Epiphany, 6 January, the
revelation of Christ to all nations
as represented by the magi who come to
worship Jesus. ... The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America used the terms "Time
after Epiphany" to describe this period.

If you are planning to turn in a pledge for 2020 and have not
done so, it is not too late. Please put your pledge card in the
offering plate or give it to an usher at the next service.
2020 is going to be an exciting year at Holy Spirit. I for one
cannot wait.
Yours in Christ.

In the same way that we are full of anticipation of what 2020
will being, I imagine many of us are filled with the same
anticipation of what 2020 has for Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church. In a way, our neighborhood will experience an
Epiphany as they continue to understand what our
congregation is all about.
Pastor Jeremy has been laying the necessary ground work to
begin implementing his vision of what our ministries will be.
I believe that in 2020 we will see our Pastor’s vision begin to
take shape.
As we grow into this vision, we will all be
asked to take on a more active role. The
phrase “God’s Work, Our Hands” should be
our guiding theme as to how we live our
lives. Whether it is getting involved with
any of the many outreach ministries that are
available in our church, supporting food
pantries, volunteering at Lutheran Social
January 2020
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Children’s Ministry

H

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

appy New Year! Hard to
believe we are beginning a new
decade! December literally
“flew” by! Such a wonderful season
is Advent, starting off with our
wonderful Advent Breakfast and
Crafts. Thank you to Edie Bush for
helping with the crafts and for all
those children and parents who
participated. It was lots of fun!

Christmas Eve Worship service at
5:00pm. They sang the wonderful
song “The Friendly Beasts”
accompanied by American Sign
Language interpretation for some of
the verses. Pr. Jeremy and Pastoral
Intern Lourdes joined in the singing
as well!
Several of the youth read the
scriptures and provided a visual
picture of the Christmas story in
pantomime. All in all, it was a
wonderful Family Christmas Eve
Service. Thank you to Karen Pettit,
Kris Byrns and Judi Hempel for
teaching the children the song and
signs for “The Friendly Beasts” and
for coordinating the children/youth
participation in the Christmas Eve
service. Thank you also to all of the
children and youth who participated to
make this an extra special service –
you did great! And thank you to Pr.
Jeremy and Lourdes for making this
Advent Season so meaningful!
There was no Sunday School on
December 29 – Sunday School
resumes on January 5.

The surprise visit from Santa during
the Advent Breakfast was an extra
special treat as well!
The elementary Sunday School
children, along with several of our
youth (Middle School/High School)
participated in the Family/Children’s

January 2020

Don’t forget to bring a non-perishable
food item to be donated to Lutheran
Social Services food pantry on
January 5 - it’s the first Sunday of the
month – “Feed the Hungry Sunday” of
course!
Please keep Ms. Edie, (Edie Bush)
one of our 3rd-6th grade Sunday
School teachers in your prayers. She
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is scheduled for hip replacement
surgery in January. Thank you to
Marsha Stephenson for substituting
for Ms. Edie while
she is recovering.
Blessings to all in
the upcoming new
year and new
decade! Let us
shine His light in
the world!

Gwen Jolls

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School students with
Perfect Attendance for
November 2019:
PreK/KG

Naomi Nausin
1st/2nd Grade

Carolina Caison
Jayda Caison
Za’kia Clark
3rd-6th Grade

Ikaika Alcantra
Zania Smith
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Stewardship
I
treasures – and our very lives – are merely entrusted to us by a
God who loves us and wants us to use all these things wisely
and for Godly purposes.
As Stewardship Resolutions, your goals will not be
merely tests of your willpower, but also noble exercises of
faith. They will take on a deeper meaning because you are
making resolutions as an act of discipleship. You can pray
that God will help you keep your resolutions.
Here are some suggestions:
Time: This is a biggie for 21st century folks. We never have
enough time, but somehow every moment seems to be
consumed either by the nonstop urgencies of the moment on
the one hand, or by mindless entertainment and activities on
the other. Resolve to steward your time by planning, setting
and maintaining priorities for enriching activities, such as
meaningful hobbies, leisure, reading, prayer or rest.
Spirituality: We are saved by grace through faith, it’s true,
but we grow spiritually the more we invest ourselves in the
disciplines of faith. In Power Surge: Six Marks of
Discipleship for a Changing Church, Lutheran pastor Michael
W. Foss suggests growth through the spiritual practices of
daily prayer, weekly worship, daily bible reading, nurturing
spiritual relationships, serving others and giving beyond a
tithe. Resolve to be a better steward of your spirit!
Physical Health: God gave us wonderfully complex bodies.
Good stewardship means doing what we can to keep our
bodies not only free from disease but also operating in top
condition. Your Stewardship Resolutions might call for such
things as getting adequate sleep, exercising more, eating
better, quitting smoking, cutting down on alcohol.

A

s we write this article, the pledge drive for the 2020
budget year is over, but we are hopeful additional
pledges will be made. Currently, the pledges received
total $304,400. This is
$61,600 short of the goal
we set and is
approximately $40,000
below the 2019 pledge.
This will have a
significant impact on the
plans for our
congregation’s outreach plans. Please, if you have not
pledged, consider pledging. If you have pledged, thank you.
This New Year Make Stewardship Resolutions
New Year’s Resolutions offer a great opportunity to set a
new goal, to start a new project or to renew a commitment to
achieve an objective that might have slipped away from you
last year. Most resolutions deal with the most important
aspects of our lives, and they usually go to the heart of our
cares and concerns.
So this year definitely make some resolutions, but for
2020 try something different. This year rebrand them as
Stewardship Resolutions. After all, Christian stewardship
starts with the premise that we actually own nothing because
God owns it all. Therefore our time, our talent and our

Stewardship (continued page 9)

Financial standings

November 2019

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 29,473.36

$348,691.41

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 27,543.97

$329,561.08

Difference

$

1,929.39

$ 19,130.33

Debt/Building Income

$

4,823.50

$ 52,861.00

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,193.00

$ 68,123.00

$ - 1,369.50

$ -15,262.00

$

$

Difference
NET INCOME
.

January 2020

559.89

3,868.33

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – through November $2,511
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
.

Genealogy and DNA
Our Centennial Las Vegas
Genealogy Society meets here at the
church on three Monday nights each
month. We are beginning our 10th
year and would love to have you join
us! On the 2nd Monday of the month
we have a writer’s group at 5:00pm
and a general meeting with many
guest speakers at 6:00pm.
On the 3rd
Monday, 6:00pm,
we have a group
that is learning
about the Family
Tree Maker
Program as well as
beginning to
intermediate
genealogy research
methods.
On the 4th Monday, 6:00pm, we
have a new DNA research group. We
are starting at step one and hope to
help everyone learn what those tests
really tell you about your heritage.
Check us out – you might be surprised
to see who you are related to!

Do you have unfinished craft
projects? Do you have pictures that
you want to use to tell a story for your
family? Do you make cards,
ornaments or jewelry, crochet or many
other creative projects? Please join us
on the 3rd Saturday of the month at
10:00am to work on your projects –
new or unfinished.
We have a potluck lunch and
work until 3 or 4:00pm while sharing
fun and fellowship. We recently
worked with the senior youth of the
church to help them
make cards for
Veteran’s Day. The
kids had a good time
learning a new craft
and eating a spaghetti
lunch. Come and
enjoy crafting again!

Lynne Bogner

January 2020

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
Women in the Spirit
(W.I.T.S.) has been
blessed by our Holy
Spirit Church family.
Thank you for all the
donations of money,
merchandise and prayers
to support the more than
3,000 Homeless Youth of
Clark County. This
includes the 19 Independent Living
youth here in Las Vegas.
These youth gave us a list of
needs and wishes and with all your
donations and love we were able to
fulfill the entire list.

anything she could do to help me
encourage more HSLC women to
attend.
Look for the flyer for this event
that will kick off celebrating 50 years
of the ordination of WOMEN in the
Lutheran church. The path to
ordination for women has been varied
and difficult. Rev. Dr. Kathryn (Kit)
Kleinhans, author of the 2020 Winter
Bible Study in the Gather magazine,
will be sharing her early experiences
as a “woman of the collar” and leading
us in “Vocation and Calling” from her
study in Gather. Kit was the presenter
in 2017 of the Gather Bible Study on
Galatians. I was fortunate to attend
that workshop in Sun City, AZ. It was
super!!!
(Woman to Woman (continued page 8)

WITS assembling gifts group
There are small miracles when
people not associated with the church
reach out to help when they hear what
W.I.T.S. is doing. A
huge thank you to the
members of W.I.T.S.
and others in our
church who supported
this important and
challenging endeavor.
God bless you all!
W.I.T.S.

Marcia Chapman

Woman to Woman
This morning I got a phone call
from Suki Kisling, the Ambassador of
the Women of the ELCA Grand
Canyon Synod. She had noticed that I
was registered for the Gather Bible
Study at Christ the Servant, 2 S.
Pecos, Henderson on January 18,
2020. She asked me if there was
7

I wanted to write about our
church library at least once more
before “I give it a rest” as they say.
In November I presented some of
the DVDs found there as if you could
watch them and be part of a time
travel experience, going back in “The
Ten Commandments” to walk with
God’s chosen people as they exited
Egypt and wandered in the desert, or
visit a day in the ministry of our Lord
Jesus in "The Gospel of John"; watch
him heal folks, feed thousands, and
hear him explain things in the form of
proverbs as you sit with the others on
a hillside. Maybe you could take out
one of the DVD's each week and have
a family night with soda and popcorn!
And discuss things afterward! What
was the most interesting part for each
person, and why?
Library news (continued page 11)
“That’s the Spirit”

Fellowship

A brand new year—2020. I
wonder what the Lord has in mind for
all of us! Let’s pray that it will be a
productive year for everyone and for
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
I need to mention a couple of
events that took place at the end of last
year. First of all, the Pie Fest was a
‘delicious’ time as
usual. The variety of
pies was great!
Thanks to all who
brought pies to share,
and thanks to all of
you for eating a piece
or two!
The Fellowship Team’s final
event for 2019 was the annual Advent
Breakfast. All who attended left with
their tummies full and smiles on their
faces. The Team is already thinking
about next year’s breakfast menu!
Now, on to 2020. Fellowship
Team members, make a note that we
WILL have a meeting on January 7,
at 6:30. We have several things to
discuss. Plan to attend.
Woman to Woman (continued
from page 7)
Look for the flyer in the bulletin
or see me in the Sunday School area,
room 3. I have put registration forms
in my mailbox (folder in the Small
Groups section in the hall). Fill out
the registration form and mail it with
your $35 check to: Debbie
Romboletti, 111 Heaton Ave,
Henderson, NV 89052. Or register on
line:
https://grandcanyonsynodwomen.regf
ox.com/2020-gather-bible-studyevent. If you have questions about
registration contact Debbie at:
treas@grandcanyonwomen.org or
702-875-2013.
Suki says, “Your registration fee
of $35 will include a plethora of
morning treats, lunch, photo booth,
new and old friends, maybe a little
singing, the LOVE box, women's
stories and a few surprises. An
offering will support Shade Tree. It is
a privilege and an honor to host the
January 2020

Our first event of
the new year will be a
dinner to welcome
all those who
became members of
Holy Spirit during
2019. (The
Fellowship Team will
discuss a menu and
make plans for this
event when we meet on the 7th.) The
dinner will be on Sunday, January 19
at 5:00pm. There will be more
information as well as a sign-up sheet
in the bulletins beginning in January.
Be sure to sign up so we know how
many new members as well as ‘old’
members will be present.
Our annual fund raiser, the
BAKE SALE, will be the weekend of
February 8 and 9. Make plans now
to bake ‘goodies’ to donate, and by all
means, make plans to buy, buy, buy.
As of this writing, a decision has not
been made regarding the disposition of
the funds that are raised. Stay tuned
next month.
You may or may not have noticed
that the water cooler in Room 1 has

been empty for 3 or 4 weeks. The
water is donated by members, so when
you are out shopping, please pick up a
case or two of water to share with
others. Thanks ahead of time for your
contribution.
We are looking forward to 2020.
I believe the first thing to put on your
calendar is the Annual Bake Sale
which will be the weekend of
February 8 & 9.
It’s not too early to
start planning what
you will donate or
better yet, what you
will purchase!
That’s about
all for now. Have a
healthy and happy
2020!

kickoff event celebrating 50 years of
the ordination of WOMEN in the
Lutheran church right here in the Las
Vegas valley!” Suki told me that there
is already a carload coming from
Yuma. She has an
attendance goal in mind
for us here in Las Vegas
of beating the number
coming from Phoenix.
Let’s make that happen.
Who will join me?

Love, declared
the minister and
activist, “is the only
force capable of
transforming an
enemy into a friend.”
And, he said, anyone
who’s “devoid of the power to love” is
“devoid of the power to forgive.”
King distinguished between true
love and “empty sentimentalism,”
however. He taught — and showed —
that love is “the active outpouring of
one’s whole being into the being of
another.”
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the
ultimate “active outpouring” of love,
and we can choose to follow his
example daily.
“Because of Calvary I’m free to
choose,” writes Max Lucado in When
God Whispers Your Name. “No
occasion justifies hatred; no injustice
warrants bitterness. I choose love.
Today I will love God and what God
loves.”

Judi Hempel
I

Love in action
Martin Luther
King Jr., whose life
and legacy we honor
this month, spoke
often about the
power of love. In fact, he equated the
practice of nonviolence with “absolute
commitment to the way of love.”
8

Ruth Ann Isaacs
702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net
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Community ~ Outreach
I

T

hree Square Food Bank is in need
of volunteers to help pack food at
their warehouse. Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church is scheduled for two
(2) hours of helping on Saturday,

February 8, 2020 from 9:30 until around
11:30am. All are invited from 10 years
of age and older.
This is a great way to not only serve
our neighbors but to serve our Lord! The
address of Three Square is 4190 N. Pecos
Road, North Las Vegas, NV 89115 (I-15
and Craig). If you need a ride or wish to
join in carpooling, please meet me in the
parking lot of the church at 8:30am and
we will leave at 8:45am. Or, you may
meet us at Three Square Food Bank at
9:00am.

Please sign in and after
volunteering we will take a group picture.
This is a great event for families. Feel
free to ask your friends, neighbors, coworkers and anyone to join us. Please
wear closed toed shoes and comfortable
clothing. If you have any questions,
please call Victoria Toma at 702/3721654.
Thanks so much

Victoria Toma

Prayers of the Church
Holy God, we rejoice that your promises
take on flesh in Jesus. Grant patience to your
church awaiting the fulfillment of your reign
of justice and peace. Restore in us the hope
that we are called to proclaim to the world.
Life-giving God, we rejoice that you
coax flowers from the desert and water from the wilderness.
Send rain to parched fields and sun to flooded plains. Nurture
all that lies sleeping under frozen ground.
Almighty God, we rejoice in your authority as Prince of
peace. Deliver us from those who wield power through unjust
and oppressive ways. Raise up prophets to speak your truth in
this and every nation.
Gracious God, we rejoice that you dwell in human bodies.
Renew signs of your joyful presence in people of all shapes,
sizes, ages, and abilities. We pray for the sick, lonely and
hurting especially for: Virginia Bartholomew; Tim Beasley;
Jim Caison; Roy Cameron; Marcia Chapman; Betty Davis;
Lillian Dilworth; Larry Eilers; Alvin Flippen; Helen Geraci;
Susan Hicks; Joe Hauser; and Robin Holman.
Also, in our prayers Olivia Hopkey; Jo Jirousek; Dave
Johnson; Rena Jordan; Suzanne Klimek; Donna Lawhead;

Lou Lund; Jimmy McDonald; Bob
Nance; Bev & Keith Quirk; Ray &
Corey Schaefges; June Wall; Terry
West; Nancy Wier; and Mary Wonola.
We pray also for family and friends:
Kelly, Art, Mickey, Chris, Zoey,
Lindsey, Terry and Jimmy Dean.
God of eternal life, you promise to take away our sin and
gather us in your care forever. We give thanks for those who
now rest from their labors on earth, freed from pain and the
power of death. We pray for Janice Demaree and all who
mourn the death of her mother, Helen Eberhardt, and for
Debbie Wilby and all mourning the death of her mother, Jean
Pritchett. Surround them with your loving arms and grant them
peace and comfort in this time of grief.
You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with
hopeful expectation, that in each day and hour we may love and
serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Stewardship (continued from page 6)

resolve to strengthen ties with family and friends, and if
necessary, to end unhealthy relationships.
What Stewardship Resolutions would enrich your life in 2020?
Pray about it. Then write them down.
--Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2017, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by
permission. Pastor Blezard works as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org and serves as an assistant to the
bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod. He blogs at
www.thestewardshipguy.com

Mental Health: We all carry stress, but too many of us have
way too much! For stewardship of our mental health we might
resolve to play more, to meditate, to pray, to take walks, listen to
relaxing music – whatever works for you.
Intelligence: We know that to keep our bodies healthy we have
to feed it nutritious food. Our minds need to be fed, too. Your
Stewardship Resolutions might call for taking (or teaching) a
class, reading four challenging non-fiction books this year,
subscribing to an educational podcast.
Family and Friends: God has given us family and community
in order that we will be happiest and most fulfilled in
relationship. How are you stewarding relationships? This year

January 2020

Dwight Hempel, for
Stewardship Committee
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“That’s the Spirit”

Maxwell’s Musings
“Our hope is not
in the new year,
but in the One
who makes all
things new.”
—Unknown

I

hope you all reflected upon the
birth of our Lord Jesus as you went
about the busy days of the Christmas
season. Christmas is over but our focus
remains on His birth as the day of
Epiphany nears.
Thank you to our readers who shared
their personal reflections this month.
As many of you already know Terry
West was admitted to UMC Emergency
on November 10. From there he was
transferred into the ICU and it was
determined he needed surgery, which
occurred November 11. The surgeon
removed a portion of his small intestine
which was immediately biopsied and
determined that there were no
abnormalities. He was then transferred
to the Adult Surgery Recovery.
Mary and Terry’s son, Tim, came
from California to help Mary take care
of Terry during his recovery. Mary was
thankful Tim was with her as he is a
paramedic along with his fireman job,
and knew all the right questions to ask.
Tim’s wife Debbie is a nurse so together
they were able to explain Terry’s
medical procedures in language she
could understand.
Tim had to return to work on the
16th, then their niece came in from
Billings, MT. She stayed with Mary the
second week Terry was in the hospital.
She was able to have some time with
both of them at home when Terry was
released on the 21st. She went home on
the 23rd and the same day their oldest
son, Jeremy came in from Seattle, WA.
Jeremy was able to stay with them until
December 3.
Mary, Terry, Michael, Jeremy
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Mary felt so blessed to have them
all helping Terry with his recovery.
They appreciated all the prayers, cards,
phone calls and visits from Holy Spirit.
Mary felt God’s hand was with them all
the way and gives praise to God for his
unending love.
So happy to report
that Natalie Tyrrell
received the 2019
Judicial
Education Award
from the
American Judges
Association at
their annual
conference. The
award was to recognize her KIDS IN
THE COURT outreach program. In
2002, Natalie created KIDS IN THE
COURT, which educates fifth grade
students at C.P. Squires Elementary
School about the court system, with
emphasis on the importance of staying in
school and careers in the court. Duly
deserved recognition, Natalie!
Brenda
Brechler sent
a note to say
she enjoyed
Thanksgiving
week in
Minnesota
with her
family Pastor
Kristen,
Gary, Kyle
and Micah.
You
know I’m always begging for my readers
to share their personal news with me,
well Desert Dave Barto honored my
begging. He loves traveling and telling
of his adventures, so I am printing his
submission in his own words – besides
he tells it better than I can!
Barto boy gets around, so can you!
“I got my adventurous side from my
mother, who would take her three boys
on camping trips on the East Coast while
Dad stayed behind to putter around at
home.
Have you ever been to the Ringing
Rocks of Pennsylvania? Or been on a
public tour of a cave, like Crystal Cave?
(There are many caves you can tour in
Nevada and California, including a gold
mine! And Carlsbad Caverns in New
10

Mexico are one of the
Ten Wonders of the
World!) Or have you been to beautiful
public gardens like Longwood Gardens,
near Philadelphia? The Barto family has
been to these. And I have been twice to
Busch Gardens in Vancouver, Canada,
the most wonderful gardens in the world.
These are just a few of the adventures we
had. I am so grateful for such family
times.
It is not surprising, then, that, even
though I am an old man now, (I will be
70 next month!), I still get out to explore
local and world wonders. I retired to Las
Vegas so that it would be a Home Base
for exploring the West! And being a
short bus ride from an international
airport, here, from continuing to explore
the world!
I have been to 31 countries, and all
50 United States. In just the last year, I
have been to England, Scotland, Ireland,
Iceland, and to Yosemite, Death Valley,
and Grand Canyon National Parks. I
took my tent to camp in Yosemite for
two weeks. It brought back wonderful
memories of camping with my family
when growing up, and with the Boy
Scouts.
My main purpose in writing is to
mention my bicycle riding. I gave away
my car in 1998, and have not had one for
over 20 years! I bike or hike or bus in
Vegas. You might see me doing any of
these to cover the 3 miles in to church.
Did you know that there are
SEVERAL HUNDRED miles of
pedestrians and bikes-only trails in our
area? I know. I have biked all of them in
Las Vegas, Henderson, and Boulder City.
Two weeks ago, I did the Wetlands Trails
on the east side, stopping by the free
Wetlands Visitor Center, then on to Lake
Las Vegas, ALL on free, PAVED hike
trails!
Lake Mead National Park
with two bike riders from
Canada
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Next day I was on the 40 miles of
trails in Lake Mead National Park.
Just this week I took a 30-miler
through Red Rock Canyon National
Park. Both national parks have
breathtaking views of God’s creation!
Red Rock National Park

I often take a trail that goes from
my home to within a half mile of the
church. Do you know where it is?
Such trails can be a great idea for a
family ride day. Have a trail picnic!
You can get a free trails map at
the Downtown RTC Bonneville

Transportation Center, or find such
online at sites like
https://www.bikemap.net/en/l/550695
6/. Or put something like “Las Vegas
Bike Trails” in a reliable search
engine.
Enjoy puttering around at home,
if you like, as my father did. I enjoy
that, too. But I also have to get out
from time to time to explore! Maybe
you, do, too! And maybe I will see
you at a garden, in a
cave, or on a trail!
Adventure awaits!”
Before I say
good-bye for
January, I have one
more important piece
of news to share. On
December 8, 2019, at
the 11 o’clock
worship service,
Walker Harris made
an important spiritual
decision in his life

Library (continued from page 7)

Your friend,
Maxwell

have stocked it with some very helpful items!
And perhaps an adventure awaits with a
DVD! Or a good teaching.

This month, I will give a brief overview of the library.
Again, the library is the first room on the right as you enter the
church. You do not have to sign anything out, but please
return what you borrow as soon as you are through with it.
Thank you.
The sections in the library include
the following: Christian Life, Teen
Interest, Evangelism, Bibles,
Reference and Study, and DVDs
(which are on several shelves right
next to the second room door).
Some of the books in our library that have helped me in
just the last three months include these:
1. Harold Kushner’s “When Bad Things Happen to Good
People”;
2. Joyce Meyer’s “Seven Things That Steal Your Joy”;
3. Marty Copeland’s “Marty’s Top 10 Diet and Fitness
Strategies”; and;
4. Elisabeth Kubler-Ross’s “On Death and Dying.”
Lately, I used a wonderful NIV Study Bible from the
reference shelf to look up a few things after our Army of One
Men’s Bible Study on Tuesday morning. There were several
things in our study of 1 Peter that I needed help understanding.
It was just what I needed! It was like having a Bible scholar
there to help me! Thank you to the church member who
donated that great reference book to our library! If you want
to donate something to the library, thank you! Please take it to
the church office so that it can be approved and signed in. This
week I donated two episodes of “The Chronicles of Narnia”
lion adventure.
Finally, I hope that you at least stop by to take a look
around at what may be found in our church library. Folks
January 2020

and celebrated the Sacrament of Holy
Baptism. Walker is the son of
Michael and Karen Harris.
Welcome to God’s family, Walker!
Thanks to my readers for sharing
your stories and activities. I’m tired
after all this typing, think I’ll catch a
little shut-eye now! So long ‘til next
month!

Desert Dave Barto

A sacred partnership
Bible scholar William Barclay
notes that John the Baptist was
“startled and unwilling” when Jesus
asked to be baptized. The evangelist
thought he needed what Jesus could
give, not the reverse!
We are pros at taking our needs to
God — indeed he invites this: “Call on
me in the day of trouble” (Psalm
50:15). But God also comes to us with
needs: “Mortal, I am sending you”
(Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV); “Go ... make
disciples” (Matthew 28:19); “Carry each other’s burdens”
(Galatians 6:2, NIV).
Apparently, God prefers partnership to acting solo. From
the beginning, God has invited people to name the animals,
tend the garden, welcome strangers, build the tabernacle,
proclaim his word, ensure justice and mercy, share his love.
What does God need from you, as Jesus needed baptism from
John? Salvation is God’s alone to accomplish, but then he
calls us to share work with him, for the world’s sake. So we
echo Jesus: “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this”
(Matthew 3:15, NIV).
—Heidi Mann
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
JANUARY 2020
D AT ES

January 4/5

January 11/12

January 18/19

January 25/26

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Cindy White

Joanne Engler
Kathy Dalesandre

Jay & Eileen
Miers

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

8:30am

Rich & Marsha
Stephenson

Jim & Patti
Cassidy

Terry & Mary
West

Mirium Tsui
Loretta Block

11:00am

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Shamika Manning

Jennie Zweifel
Thelma Esteban

Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Cindy White

Joanne Engler
Kathy Dalesandre

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

8:30am

Kris Bechtold
Loretta Block

Mirium Tsui
Lynne Cavalieri

11:00am

Karen & Michael
Harris

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Jay & Eileen
Miers
Carol Townsend
Terri VeachGeiger
Judy & Dwight
Hempel

Allen & Jennifer
Vaughn

5:30pm

Victoria Toma

Dick Kovach

Mark Myers

Darin Franklin

8:30am

Amy Trunoske

Marsha Stephenson

Jenny Klimek

Michele Anderson

11:00am

LaShone Manning

Jennie Zweifel

Merna Mobley

Karen Harris

Acolyte

11:00am

Jayla Bowens

Jeremiah Anderson

Thaddeus Nance

Daniel Vaughn

Child Assts

8:30am

Ikaika Alcantara
Leilani Hanisch

Julius Quarnstrom
Bella Quarnstrom

Carolina Caison
Jayda Caison

Ikaika Alcantara
Jayna Broude

Nursery Care

8:30am

Caroline Trunoske

Mary Kay Lein
Makayla Powell

Karen Pettit
Douglas Caison

Erin Nausin
Holli LeFevre

Prepare
5:30pm

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache

Jill Chenicek
Faye Bastarache

Ann Taylor
Faye Bastarache

8:30am

Sally Magnuson

Sally Magnuson

Jill Chenicek

Mirium Tsui

11:00am

Sharon Manning

Jen Anderson

Jennifer Vaughn

Ann Taylor

TIMES

Assisting
Minister

Dick Moyer
Gordon Bogner

0
WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777
 11:00 Ann Taylor/ 702 823-3182  Altar Guild: Norma Kesling/702 645-4727 

JANUARY LESSONS
January 4/5
January 11/12
January 18/19
January 25/26

January 2020

Epiphany of Our Lord: Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
Baptism of Our Lord: Isaiah 42:1-9; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17
Second Weekend after Epiphany: Isaiah 49:1-7; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Third Weekend after Epiphany: Isaiah 9:1-4; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23
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January 2020
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Abundant Life Worship 7p

HAPPY NEW YEAR
OFFICE CLOSED

8

4
3p Mutual Ministry
Team Meeting
4p Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

5
6
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
NarAnon 6p
9:45a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11a Traditional Worship
Abundant Life Worship 2p
Abundant Life Worship 6p

7
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Prayer time
9:30a Women in the
10:30a Bible Study
Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
2p Worship & Music
6:30p Fellowship Team

9
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Abundant Life Worship 7p

10

11
Tole Painters 10a
4p Bible Study
4p Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

12
13
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
Genealogy Writers 5p
9:45a Sunday School/
NarAnon 6p
Confirmation
Genealogy Group 6p
11a Traditional Worship
Abundant Life Worship 2p
Abundant Life Worship 6p

14
15
16
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Prayer time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
9:30a Women in the
10:30a Bible Study
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Spirit
12p Senior Meals
Abundant Life Worship 7p
11:30a Executive Comm.
12p Senior Meals

17

18
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniatures
4p Bible Study
4p Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

21
22
23
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Prayer time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
9:30a Women in the
10:30a Bible Study
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Spirit
12p Senior Meals
Abundant Life Worship 7p
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Church Council

24

Baptism of the Lord
19
20
8:30a Contemporary
FEBRUARY
Worship
NEWSLETTER
9:45a Sunday School/
DEADLINE
Confirmation
12p Senior Meals
11a Traditional Worship
NarAnon 6p
Genealogy/Web 6p
Abundant Life Worship 2p
5p New Member Dinner
Abundant Life Worship 6p

26
27
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
NarAnon 6p
9:45a Sunday School/
DNA Study 6p
Confirmation
11a Traditional Worship
12:15p Congregational
Meeting
Abundant Life Worship 2p
Abundant Life Worship 6p

28
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
12p Senior Meals

29
9:30a Prayer time
10:30a Bible Study
12p Senior Meals

30
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Abundant Life Worship 7p

25
4p Bible Study
4p Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

31
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Food for the Spirit

CREAMY CORN FOR A CROWD







(Mr. Food)

1 (32-ounce) bag frozen whole kernel corn
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons sugar
1/4 cup water
1 (8-ounce) package cream cheese
1/2 cup butter

1. Place corn in a 4- to 5-quart slow cooker. Sprinkle corn with salt and sugar; drizzle with water.
Place cream cheese and butter on top of corn mixture (do not stir).
2. Cover and cook on LOW setting 4 hours. Stir well before serving.
Note: Garnish with bacon bits for an extra-special taste.

