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Written in gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus!
This devotional is dedicated to the glory of God. We are grateful for
all those who have planted, sowed, and harvested the seed of faith
in the writers and readers of these daily devotionals.
Jesus was born into this world as an expression of God’s great love
for all people. Jesus came so that we would have life, and have it
abundantly.
If you want to know more about the person of Jesus, or if you desire
prayer, please call the church office at 702-645-1777 or email
info@holyspiritlasvegas.org. Upcoming events and worship services
are listed on the next page.

Upcoming Events and Worship Schedule
November 28 & 29 Worship 1st Weekend in Advent
November 29

Advent Celebration Breakfast & Craft 9—11:30

December 5 & 6

Worship 2nd Weekend in Advent

December 12 & 13 Worship 3rd Weekend in Advent
December 13

Caroling (meet at Holy Spirit) 5:00pm

December 19 & 20 Worship 4th Weekend in Advent
December 24

Christmas Eve Worship
Communion & Candlelight at all services
5pm Children’s Service
7pm Contemporary Service
9pm Traditional Service

(Child care is available Christmas Eve for infant to 5 years)
December 25

Christ is born! Hallelujah!

Regular Weekend Worship Schedule:
Saturday 5:30pm
Traditional Worship
Sunday 9:00am
Contemporary Worship
Sunday 11:30am
Traditional Worship
Sunday School
Sunday 10:15am (ages 4 thru adult)
NO SS December 20 & 27
Child care is available (infant to 5 years)

This devotional booklet, offered for your Advent to Epiphany
journey, was written by the faith community of Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church in gratitude to God. To God be the glory!
Each devotional is based on the Scripture passage which is noted in
the top right corner of each page. Each writer may reflect on only
one or two verses. To understand the context of the writer’s
comments, it may be helpful to read the entire passage, or the
entire chapter, during your devotional time. The Bible translation or
paraphrase used by each writer is included following the printed
verses.
Bible Translation Abbreviations:
CEV
Contemporary English Version
ERV
English Revised Version
ESV
English Standard Version
GNB
Good News Bible
KJV
King James Version
NAB
New American Bible
NCV
New Century Version
NASV
New American Standard Version
NET
New English Translation
NIV
New International Version
NIRV
New International Reader’s Version
NLT
New Living Translation
NKJV
New King James Version
NRSV
New Revised Standard Version
RSV
Revised Standard Version
TV
The Voice
TNIV
Today’s New International Version
TEV
Today’s English Version
Bible Paraphrase Abbreviations:
LB
The Living Bible
MSG
The Message (Eugene Peterson)

Sunday, November 29

Luke 21:25-36

[Jesus said] “When these things begin to take place, stand up and
lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near… Be
always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all
that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before
the Son of Man.” (vv. 28, 36) NIV
I watch the news fairly regularly, and there seems to be a lot of
terrible things happening all around the world. Sometimes it feels
like things are really out of control. But Jesus reminds me here in
Luke that God is still in control. God has a plan, and at the appointed
time, Jesus will return. I need to remind myself that this is what
Advent is about, too – Jesus coming to earth for the second time.
There will be lots of exciting activity in the next few weeks. I may
gather with family and friends, attend special events, and search for
the perfect gifts for loved ones. Perhaps visit with people I haven’t
seen in a long while. Throughout this time, Christmas carols will be
heard frequently, often telling stories about Jesus’ birth. But I’m
hard-pressed to think of any carols about Jesus’ return.
Despite the absence of second-coming carols, Jesus makes it plain
that I should not only look backwards in time. “Be always on the
watch,” he said. I am to be alert to what is going on in the present,
and respond as a disciple of Christ. And pray. Understand that God
expects my complete devotion and that I trust God for everything. I
am entirely dependent on God for everything, now and in the future.

Dearest Lord, help me to keep my focus on you throughout this
season, to remember that God is in control of all things, and to be
grateful always for the precious gift of my Savior. Amen.
Janice Demaree

Monday, November 30

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the
way for us to come to you. May the Lord make your love increase and
overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for
you. May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and
holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus
comes with all his holy ones. (vv. 11-13) NIV
When I was in middle school, I made a few friends of which my
parents didn’t approve. I thought these kids were exciting, and I was
curious about how they seemed a bit rebellious. I always followed all
the rules and tried to stay out of trouble. I told my parents I wasn’t
doing anything bad and that they were the ones “living on the edge.”
Mom and dad said to me, “It doesn’t matter, Hon; guilt by
association.”
I never really understood what that meant until later in life when I
was mature enough to pick my friends more wisely and decide with
whom I wished to associate. When I look at my friends now, I see that
they are kind, spiritual, generous, and most of all positive. I see so
many of the wonderful things God has given us in this life through my
friends, family, and church. It inspires me to be positive and to
possess and share these qualities with others.
I think that this is how God is present in our lives. He touches each
and every one of us by the love and beauty in the people with whom
we surround ourselves.
This holiday season, I hope that the people around you fill you with
happiness, love, and joy. I hope that their positive words and acts
spread to you and in turn you spread it to others. I hope you have a
wonderful Christmas and see God’s miracles all around you, like I am
so blessed to see all around me.
Dear Father, thank you for my family and friends. Thank you for
my wonderful church. Thank you for the gift of Jesus. Fill me with
love, happiness, kindness, and generosity during the holiday
season and always. Help me to share your miracles and blessings
with all those around me. Amen.
Jenny Klimek

Tuesday, December 1

Psalm 25:1-10

Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your
truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in
you all day long. (vv. 4-5) NIV
The psalmist in these verses seems to be wavering between trusting
God and imploring God not to desert him. He wants God at his side.
Then he is adamant in asking God “to show me your ways” “…and
teach me”. He also wants to discern what God’s truth is for his life
and not that of his enemies. For me, it is amazing that this Psalmist
can say in the same breath “you are God” and then say, “you are my
Savior”. Did he really know Christ would come? The psalmist also
never loses hope in God! “My hope is in you”.
There were several times in my life when I had to trust God. This
scripture reminds me to never doubt God. Knowing of his presence
during troublesome times has helped me when I questioned when
God would show me the way. One thing God has taught me is to wait
for his timing. God will provide a person or a situation to intervene
and make it clear. I must admit these interventions were God sent. I
also learned not to resist my decision. God’s timing is always the
best.
As the psalmist said, “my hope is in you”!

All knowing Father, I am grateful you are always near. Help me to
become aware of your presence. I thank you for giving me hope. I
trust you to give me guidance throughout my life. Amen.
Terry West

Wednesday, December 2

Jeremiah 33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. (vv. 14-15) NRSV
A few years ago I had lunch with several ladies and eventually the
conversation turned to a discussion about church. One person asked
me if my church was an Old Testament church or a New Testament
church. I replied that my church studied both, and another person
said that the New Testament explains the Old Testament. I never
thought of the Bible this way, but it’s so true. There are many
prophesies that are written in the Old Testament and are fulfilled in
the New Testament. The New explains the Old.
Although the book of Jeremiah is in the Old Testament, this prophesy
was also written over 200 years earlier in Isaiah. Jeremiah knew the
Messiah was coming because God told him. But God’s promise
wouldn’t be fulfilled for another 400 years.
Do we have the faith of Jeremiah and the people of the Old
Testament? Do we believe the prophesies of the Bible? How wonderful
that we have a God who keeps his promises. Jesus came as the
Messiah, and will return as King to “execute justice and righteousness
in the land”. The prophesy was fulfilled.

Loving and gracious God, thank you for your Son and for always
keeping your promises. Amen.
Faye Bastarache

Thursday, December 3

Malachi 3:1-4

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when
he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap.
(v. 2) ESV
“Wash your hands, often. With soap!” This admonition, made popular
by moms and doctors everywhere, reminds us that often a thorough
washing is all that is needed to remove junk and germs. Stop the
spread of disease. “It’s for your own good,” they say. And yet, God’s
washing is a whole lot more, well, drastic.
Bible commentators seem to agree that whatever fuller’s soap may
be, it contains some pretty harsh and smelly chemicals. So much so,
that the laundering process of applying the soap, beating the
garments with rocks, and stomping with feet to rinse, was done
outside the town limits. This kind of washing really points to the
removal of filth, and the restoration of purity. Feeling beaten down?
Perhaps you are just being washed clean and prepared.
A refiner’s fire is fascinating too. You may be familiar with the idea of
burning off the useless dross from gold and silver in order to purify
the metals. The refiner sits down, and focuses his attention squarely
on the job at hand. How does he know when the job is done? When
his image is reflected perfectly. Refining is a process of separating,
both the godly men from ungodly, and also the godly man from his
own sins. Do you, oh precious one, reflect the image of God in your
life? Prepare for a little refining, then. Feeling burned? You’re on the
way toward purity.
Brothers and sisters, let us be washed clean in preparation of the
Lord’s coming; our hands, our garments, our hearts. Come, Jesus!
Heavenly Father, while the process of purification is often an
uncomfortable one, please bring us to perfection in your sight.
Amen.
Jen Anderson

Friday, December 4

Luke 1:68-79

… to guide our feet into the way of peace. (v. 79b) NRSV
That’s what we all want. Peace. We don’t want worry and war, anxiety
and fear. We want the way of peace. The heart that is at peace is full
of joy and contentment. It is at peace with God and peace with one
another. It does not worry or fret. It is not depressed or gloomy. The
life of peace is the life of light and joy. Doesn’t that sound nice? But
how do we get it? How do we arrive at this way of peace? How do we
find it? Guess what? We don’t find it. Jesus leads us to it. This is what
these last words tell us. Jesus has come to guide our feet into the way
of peace. You don’t find peace on your own. You don’t cheer yourself
up with movies and music, eating and entertainment, or even with
relatives and recreation. How do you get to peace? You follow Jesus.
You let him guide you. He knows the way. He is not going to force peace
upon you. He will not make you be at peace. But if you want to follow
him there, he will gladly lead.
How do I let him lead? I give a portion of my time to reading and
prayer. Before I read, I say, “Show me something today Lord from your
Word. Give me a promise. Give me a truth. Give me an encouraging
Word. Give me a correction. I just want to hear from you today. I want
to be guided into the way of peace.”
As I read I try to understand, and I look for a verse which God has
especially for me. I pray the verse, the passage, and the promise. I pray
it for myself, my family, and this church. Jesus came to earth to fulfill
the promises of God, to bring salvation, to reveal the tender mercy of
God, and to break forth as light into the darkness and guide my way
into the way of peace. You’ll miss it all if you neglect the Word.
Zachariah could have never said another word in his life except for this
song, and it would have been some of the best words ever spoken. They
are full of truths and promises about Jesus Christ. Though he had been
mute for nine months, he spent that time thinking of what he would say
if he could ever speak again. And here he said it. It’s all to the praise
and honor and glory of Jesus Christ.
Dear Lord fill me, my family, and my friends with your peace. Lead
us to your peace so that we may better serve you. Amen.
Dana Hackett

Saturday, December 5

Philippians 1:3-11

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, thankful for
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
(vv. 3-5) RSV
I realize that this letter was from Paul and Timothy to the brethren in
Philippi, but it is just as meaningful to me today in relation to our
Tuesday morning Bible study "Army of One". From the very first time I
joined the study, I felt a belonging and the ability to share the
gospel. Although some of the names have changed over the years that
same closeness and willingness to share the gospel and how it relates
to each individual remains the same. We have come to know each
other on a deeper level because we share in the Good News of God’s
grace. When we broke for the summer, it seemed as though there
was an emptiness. So, for the past two years, we have met a couple
of times during the summer to stay in touch.
I am so thankful for a partnership with this group of wonderful
Christian men who continually pray for each other, stay in tuned to
each other and find ways to help when needed. One of the great
attributes of this group is that it is so meaningful because of the
group itself and not a result of leadership. The group practically
leads itself. I sincerely pray that if you are not in a small group you
would please find one, even if it takes a couple of hours a week from
your busy schedule. Those that have Tuesday mornings free please
"come and see" what I am saying, that “Army of One” is exactly what
I said it is. Remember, 9:30 Tuesday mornings! See you there and God
bless you.
Heavenly Father, thank you for leading me to this wonderful study
of your Word and the fellowship of Christian brothers. May your
spirit continue to lead us and provide a deeper understanding of
your Word. Amen.
Dean Chapman

Sunday, December 6

Luke 3:1-6

During the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphus, the word of God
came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. He went into all the
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. (vv. 2-3) NIV
As I meditated on these words, I was reminded that God’s grace has
always been there to pave the way for me to travel through the hills,
valleys, and obstacles of life, and brought me to the peaceful life I
enjoy today. Along the way, he used many wonderful people who
functioned much like John the Baptist in that he boldly shared the
message of a Savior sent by God. This Savior would remove our sins
and reflect his righteousness back to God in our place, if we would
confess our sins, turn from our sinful ways and accept his grace and
the free gift of salvation.
Because I am so grateful for the messengers and their message of
grace, I think of others who may benefit from hearing the message
and embracing the grace that God so freely gives. I pray that God will
use my life to share the message in a way that will encourage them
to embrace it.

Dear Heavenly Father, I pray for the grace and peace you offer to
be reflected in my life and shared with those who will benefit
from it. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
Sharon Barnard

Monday, December 7

Psalm 147:12-20

Praise your God, O Zion! For he strengthens the bars of your gates:
he blesses your children within you. He grants peace within your
borders: he fills you with the finest of wheat. (vv. 12-14) NRSV
We can take a lot for granted. The troubles witnessed on the evening
news or detailed in the morning paper can seem horrible but distant.
And in these moments when our attention is called to calamities in
far away places we may even briefly recognize how blessed we are to
be far removed from the challenges that many face in the world.
But that’s what grace looks like. It’s well-being in a broken world. It
was purchased at a great price and too many people are more
worried about their cell phone coverage than the simplest things we
take for granted: clean water, abundant food, and children who live
long enough to disrespect you. The little things.
Of all God’s blessings, the invisible ones are the greatest. These are
the needs that are met so consistently that we never question why
and how they’re met. And for this precise reason, it’s impossible to
calculate the extent of God’s grace. But it’s clearly visible in its
absence.
In an imperfect world, we are called to recognize this grace and
extend its reach. This involves leaving our comfort zones precisely
because we enjoy the luxury of comfort zones. It won’t fix a broken
world but it may make it better.

Good and gracious God, never let me be blind to your grace.
Amen.
Michael Harris

Tuesday, December 8

Isaiah 9:2-7

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (v. 6) NIV
I can’t read this passage without the music of Handel’s “Messiah”
going through my mind at the same time. I remember the times I’ve
had the privilege and delight of singing the “Messiah” with a huge
choir. What a gift!
The message in the above passage and the surrounding passages is
the real gift, however. “The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has
dawned.” (v. 2) and in verse 7a we read, “Of the greatness of his
government and peace there will be no end.” In these passages, as in
many others in the Bible, God promises the eventual end to war and
the coming of an everlasting peace. What an uplifting and comforting
message in today’s dark times.
Walking in darkness, without God in my life in the past, the world
was an empty place. There was a definite feeling of something
missing. The more I study God’s Word through Bible reading and small
group study the more I hear the message that the empty place in my
soul was the longing for fellowship with God and with God’s people.
The light dawns and God fills the void.
It is a comfort to know that God’s presence and the peace in my soul
will never end. This is truly something to sing about!

God of light, help me to be bold enough to reach out to those in
darkness with your message of peace. In the name of the Prince of
Peace. Amen.
Barbara Butler

Wednesday, December 9

Psalm 96

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord all the earth. Sing to
the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all
his peoples. (vv. 1-3) NIV
The song I am going to sing is one of a mother. I believe everyone wants
what is best for their children. You pray they can be all they could be and
more. You never want any harm to come to them and you always want to
protect them. I raised three wonderful men. They have had their
struggles, but they became who they wanted to be. Choices they have
made are choices of their own and even though I might not have liked the
choices I had to watch their trials and their tribulations. My youngest son,
Lakindel, was my challenging child. We always seemed to butt heads, but
I love him regardless. My son felt the world owed him and when things did
not go his way he became angry. He would always say that no one loved
him and he was in this world by himself. He had so much anger inside him
and it was scary. I was afraid for my son. The only thing I could do was
give him to God.
Recently, my son was shot in his arm. The bullet traveled upward and is
still lodged in his shoulder just a few inches from his neck. God is good.
Even though my son has some challenges and now he no longer can use his
arm in a productive way nor do any manual labor, he is alive. My son is
living, breathing and here for me to see and love. The song I sing is one of
gratitude because at one time this child would have sought out revenge
on the person who shot him. Instead I saw my son let go and let God. He
wrote something that told me God was with him and working in his life.
My son wrote, “The darkness tried to take over my life but God shined a
light. This is very painful and it has a grown man crying. I thank God I still
have my life, but I forgive the man that shot me because he knew not
what he had done. I thank everyone for their prayers and concerns. Mom,
thank you for coming so quickly. I love you.” Music that was just a
beautiful song was playing in my ears and right before my eyes. All I could
say was Amen and thank you, Jesus. I will sing all praises to God from now
through eternity.
Heavenly Father, thank you for all that you have done and all that is
still to come. Continue to work in Lakindel’s life. Be with my brothers
and sisters of Holy Spirit and let your will be done. I pray this in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
LaShone Manning

Thursday, December 10

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord your
God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great
delight in you, in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will
rejoice over you with singing. (vv. 16b-17) NIV
It’s amazing just how comforting and relevant these verses are today.
Fear is something that I face on a regular basis, ranging from spiders
in the house to thoughts about what the future holds. I’ll be honest
here, I do not automatically think to pray about these fears. It’s not
my first thought, but I wish it was. I wish I turned to God every time I
got angry about the person who cut me off in traffic, or whenever I
was worried about something outside of my control. But this is why
these verses really ring true, because we have God who is with us,
who saves us. He is there for us as our first response, even when we
do not think of him first.
Since we are preparing for the Christmas season, there are many
stressors that come up; whether it’s family gatherings, holiday
shopping, or the oncoming new year. I am going to try and keep God
as my first thought whenever these fears come up, to remember that
he is with me, and he loves me. He will rejoice over us with singing,
so why not give him several reasons to rejoice with us? We can turn
to him with our fears and our worries, but also our joys and our
praises. We have much to be thankful for, and to know that he is
watching over us and taking great delight in us is something to
celebrate!

Heavenly Father, help us turn towards you in times not only of
need, but also in times of grace and generosity. Give us the
strength and courage to come forward with our fears and our joys,
to give them all to you. Amen.
Leah Tsui

Friday, December 11

Isaiah 12:1-6

In that day you will say: “I will praise you, Lord. Although you were
angry with me, your anger has turned away and you have comforted
me. Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The
Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense he has become
my salvation.” (vv. 1-2) NIV
I may not be the world’s best singer but I can not help but to sing
praises to the Lord for all that the Lord has done for me.
Like the Israelites I am grateful for restoration. The book of Isaiah is
one of judgment and salvation and foretelling the return of the
Hebrew people back to their homeland from exile in Babylon as God
restores his holy nation. God’s people always seem to mess up and
yet God is merciful and just. God is almighty and Jesus Christ is my
Savior, my salvation. There are so many reasons to be thankful.
I am particularly grateful that in prayer I can call on the Lord. Each
day as I leave the Post Office and begin my route I thank God for the
gift of new life in Christ. But sometimes I forget to pray or I forget to
put God first or I actually disobey God. And yet, God is faithful and
and when I seek forgiveness, God forgives me. Nothing has changed
over the millennia. We still mess up. God is still faithful. God’s
restorative action continues today to restore his holy nation through
Jesus Christ.

Dear God, thank you for the gift of new life in Christ each and
every day that you give me. Amen.
Ray Betts

Saturday, December 12

Philippians 4:4-7

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. (vv. 4a, 5-7) NRSV
Have you noticed how many self-help books, blog posts, and articles
address the topic of positive thinking these days? The premise is that
you get more of what you focus on. You choose. Do you want more
positive or more negative showing up in your life?
The Bible is the ultimate self-help book and this passage has always
been one of my favorites. “Rejoice in the Lord always…let your
requests be made known to God. And peace…will guard your heart!”
It seems so simple.
The next few verses in this chapter of Philippians gives us further
instruction: “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing
the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.” (vv. 8-9)
I have learned that when I truly rejoice in the Lord, give my requests
to God, and focus on what is true, honorable, just, etc. despite my
circumstances, the peace of God surrounds me.

Merciful God, thank you for the gift of your Word. May I remember
the simplicity of resting, rejoicing, and trusting in your promises.
Amen.
Devra Betts

Sunday, December 13

Luke 3:7-18

You brood of snakes! You are trying to escape hell without truly turning
to God! That is why you want to be baptized! First go and prove by the
way you live that you really have repented. And don’t think you are safe
because you are descendants of Abraham. That isn’t enough. God can
produce children of Abraham from these desert stones. … Every tree that
does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the
fire. … If you have two coats, give one to the poor. If you have extra
food, give it away to those who are hungry… (vv. 7, 8, 11) LB
The verses above and those that follow made me sit back and think!
Imagine being called a snake! Imagine being told everything isn’t just
‘hunky dory’ with God! Imagine being told to give away half of what
you own! John the Baptist was trying to make the crowds who had
gathered to be baptized realize that just being dipped in the water of
the river wasn’t going to guarantee a place in heaven! Is that what you
believe because you are baptized?
With the change in seasons, I move my warm-weather clothes and shoes
out of one closet and into another. Then I move my cold-weather
clothes and shoes into the vacant closet. (If only my closets were
larger!) In the midst of my twice-yearly clothing switch, I go through
them, pull out a few things that I no longer wear, and put them in a bag
to donate to Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth. I know, though,
that it’s not half of what I have. I wonder if this is what John the
Baptist was talking about?
I sometimes get the urge to clean out my pantry. I pull out lots of
things and put them into bags to donate to Lutheran Social Services of
Nevada. (How/why did I accumulate so much?) I know, though, that
it’s not half of what I have. I wonder if this is what John the Baptist
was talking about?
Just because I was baptized doesn’t mean that I don’t have to do
anything except wait to die and go to my assured home in heaven.
That IS what John the Baptist is talking about! We need to DO
something, people! Baptism isn’t the stopping place…it’s the starting
place! All of us need to start doing what John the Baptist told those
“brood of snakes” in the Gospel of Luke. We need to repent and we
need to share … even with those we do not know. This isn’t a rule set
forth by John the Baptist. It’s what God commanded. Let’s get busy!
God of grace and generosity, thank you for my baptism. Thank you
for washing me clean from all that is sin. Help me not to become one
of those “snakes”. Help me share with others from the bounty that
you have given to me. I ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Ruth Ann Isaacs

Monday, December 14

Psalm 97

God rules: there’s something to shout over! On the double,
mainlands and islands—celebrate! Bright clouds and storm clouds
circle ’round him; Right and justice anchor his rule. Fire blazes out
before him, Flaming high up the craggy mountains. His lightnings
light up the world; Earth, wide-eyed, trembles in fear. The
mountains take one look at God and melt, melt like wax before
earth’s Lord. The heavens announce that he’ll set everything right,
And everyone will see it happen—glorious! (vv. 1-6) MSG
I recently returned to teaching after close to ten years being out of
the classroom. Working directly with the students has been better
than I remembered but the biggest “Ah ha” has been my change in
perception. I have raised two sons and have worked with countless
numbers of students and parents. I realize that each child is
important and faces unique obstacles in their lives. I understand my
role as a teacher very differently from when I started and left the
classroom.
I wish I knew then what I know now. This must be how the psalmist
feels to some extent. Oh that we could all live our lives knowing that
our heavenly Father is good, just, and all powerful. He can and will
set everything right.

Lord, forgive us for losing the perspective that you are all
powerful and all loving. Thank you for taking care of us. Help us
always see it through your eyes. Amen.
Karen Harris

Tuesday, December 15

Titus 2:11-14

For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age…
(vv. 11-12) NKJV
Paul is telling Titus in his training, that God offers grace and salvation
to all men, teaching us to live godly, sober, and righteous lives. Paul
needed to set the example that he admonishes us to follow, even in
the midst of the temptations and challenges that the world presents
us. In so doing, God also offers hope and the promise of the
appearance of our Savior Jesus Christ, who made the ultimate
sacrifice for us. Christ sets us free from every sin, every deed that
would lead us away from him. God makes us his own special people.
I love that! I am Christ’s "own special people". At the expense of
sounding haughty, it sets my mind and heart toward becoming more
Christ-like. It also presents a challenge to live up to the standard that
Christ set, knowing that at times it seems like an impossible task.
When I look at the world around me, from my own home and work
place, to the vast universe beyond, I can't help but think how did we
get here? What can we do to make things better? When I reflect on
my own life and faith journey, I can't help but realize that God has a
plan for all of us, tasks and contributions that are especially assigned
to and for us. My journey has connected experiences, and people
that have clearly spelled out what I am expected to do, where I am
supposed to be. I don't believe we are just randomly placed. And
though our purpose may not be clear initially, if we but be patient,
God will reveal that to us in good time. I just hope and pray, when I
leave this earth, I can hear "good and faithful servant!” (Matt. 25:23)

Dear Lord, I pray that I would listen to and heed your Word and
your calling, and obey the commands that you have given me.
Help and guide me in all things, on my life's journey. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Sandy Hughes

Wednesday, December 16

Micah 5:2-5a

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord…(v. 3a ) NIV
I spent my entire life living in the suburbs of a major city. I grew up near
Los Angeles. I next lived a couple of years in San Diego until I moved to Las
Vegas where I have been ever since. Talk to me about freeways, traffic,
urban sprawl and smog and I am right there with you in the conversation.
Start discussing agriculture and livestock and my mind will wander off to
dreaming of another Dodgers World Series Championship that I hope will
happen in my lifetime.
So when I read Scripture passages such as the one for today from Micah, I
initially have trouble connecting to it. Shepherds? Flocks of sheep?
The Old Testament prophet Micah accurately foretold of the coming Messiah,
Jesus. Micah communicated using symbols and imagery familiar to the
agrarian culture of that time. Describing the Messiah as a shepherd leading
his flock probably made a lot of sense to the people of ancient times.
What little I have learned of shepherds and sheep in worship services and
Bible studies is that sheep know the sound of the voice of the shepherd they
are following. To me, this says it all when I think of Jesus as my shepherd.
When I hear the voices of some who call themselves followers of Christ,
including some very high-profile leaders, I often get very discouraged and
disillusioned. So much hatred. So little compassion and mercy.
I have to remind myself that I follow a different voice, the voice of the One
whose arrival we anticipate in this season of Advent, the voice of Jesus and
his teachings from the gospels.
This voice reminds me that I am to love all people, not just selected people
who look like me or believe as I do. This voice reminds me I am in no
position to judge others, being imperfect myself. This voice urges me to
have compassion for the poor, the sick, the disadvantaged, the neglected
and those who our culture often pushes away or ignores.
I will leave it to others to agonize and fret over the removal of snowflakes
and reindeers from coffee cups, as if this had anything to do with
celebrating the birth of Jesus. I could not care less if retailers who use the
holiday season to maximize corporate profits hang signs saying “Happy
Holidays”, “Seasons Greetings”, “Merry Christmas” or “ Hooray for the
Flying Spaghetti Monster”. I will listen for and follow the voice of Jesus.
Dear Lord, “I will follow Him; follow him wherever he may go. There isn’t
an ocean too deep, a mountain so high it can keep me away.” Amen.
(From “I Will Follow Him”, the early 1960’s sung by Little Peggy March).
Barry Clayton

Thursday, December 17

Psalm 80:1-7

Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, that we
may be saved. (v. 7) NIV
As I contemplate this reading for devotions in Advent, there have
been a string of horrific events around the world. The terrorists have
installed terror into the hearts of people. People are responding with
anger, with hate, with vile comments and ideas that some might
consider a form of terrorism as well.
My heart is drawn to Advent, my favorite church season. While it is a
season of light, it is also a season of busyness, and Advent calls on us
to prepare our hearts. Are we ready for the miracle of Jesus? Can we
freely love our neighbors, all of our neighbors, our neighbors seeking
refuge? This could be the Psalm cried out by any of us, but especially
those who are fleeing violence.
Taking stock, my life is full of abundance. I am grateful for all that I
have, because it overflows my needs. Psalm 80:1-7 is a stark contrast
to abundance. It’s desperation, basic safety and needs that are not
being met. I must take the time to reflect, ponder, and prepare my
heart to reach out to others. To lift them high in prayer and lift their
spirits with my actions. “Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face
shine upon us, that we may be saved.” Preparing my heart for the big
actions God expects of me.

Dear Lord, you hear our prayers, and thank you for listening. Fill
our hearts and spirits with your love so we’re ready to take action
when you call us. Even in our darkest hours, you have stood with
us, held us up, listened to our brokenness, and gently but fiercely
loved us. Continue to teach us how to love one another as you
have freely loved us. Amen.
Cyndy Ludeking Ryan

Friday, December 18

Luke 1:45-55

And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; (vv. 45-48) ESV
This Bible passage is referred to as Mary's Song of Praise: The
Magnificat.
As a young woman, an angel of God came to Mary to tell her she was
to give birth to the Savior of mankind. This is a completely unique
experience, shared with no one, before or since. And what is her
response, “My soul magnifies the Lord…and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior…for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant”?
As Christians, we are to personify Christ in our thoughts, words and
deeds, but try as we may, we often fail. In these current times, we
have many fears, none of which I need to list. Do we need to lash out
in fear, anger and violence, or do we need to focus on our own souls
and spirits? We need to do what we can to prevent atrocities, here
and abroad, but we also need to focus on our own souls and spirits.

Lord, Heavenly Father, you blessed Mary as no woman has ever
been blessed. Her soul magnifies the Lord, her spirit rejoices in
God her Savior. Mary lived a simple life, under Roman oppression,
yet her soul and spirit rejoiced in God. We live in comparative
luxury, in a free country, yet espouse fear and hatred. I pray for
our souls and spirits to turn to God and our Savior, and for us to
receive the peace that comes from you, and you alone. Amen.
Bryan Petersen

Saturday, December 19

Hebrews 10:5-10

He then added, "Here I am. I have come to give my life.” He cancels
the first system in favor of a far better one. Under this plan we have
been forgiven and made clean by Christ's dying for us once and for
all. (vv. 9-10) LB
Christ gave his own life, so that our sins would be forgiven, and we
would not have to offer sacrifices continually each time we sin.
Although we are cleansed through Jesus’ death and resurrection
“once and for all”, that does not mean that we have permission to
keep sinning.
Many times we sin, knowing deep in our hearts that it is wrong, but
telling ourselves that we will just ask for forgiveness, since Christ has
already died for our sins, and God will forgive us. I know this has
happened to me.
This is when we no longer need to simply ask for forgiveness for this
one sin, but to beseech God to also grant us the strength and desire
to resist these kind of temptations, when we consciously know
beforehand that we are sinning.
I believe that the world is worse now than it has been in my entire
lifetime; the things happening depress, anger, and frustrate me. My
thoughts are not always pleasant. It seems like too many people are
drifting away from God, and not enough are coming to him. I am sure
I am not alone in feeling this way. However, I know God will not
abandon us.
Dear Lord, thank you for always loving me, even when I do not
deserve it. Please give me strength to resist temptations in my
life. Help me in dealing with the ugliness of the world, and give
me the wisdom and opportunity to assist in making this world a
better place. I pray that people will start working together in hope
and your love, instead of relying on the victim attitude to solve
their problems. I know you are always with us. Thank you! In
Jesus’ name. Amen!
Merna Mobley

Sunday, December 20

Luke 1:39-45

Mary didn’t waste a minute. She got up and traveled to a town in
Judah in the hill country, straight to Zachariah’s house, and greeted
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting the baby in her
womb leaped. She was filled with the Holy Spirit, and sang out
exuberantly …. (vv. 39-41) MSG
Traveling through the hill country was not an easy task for a young
expectant mother. But Mary was in a hurry to visit Elizabeth, her
cousin. Was it to share the good news, or for protection or advice,
comfort, confirmation? Whatever made her urgently seek shelter in
the home of Zachariah, the priest?
I believe she was directed by the Holy Spirit. For once she arrived,
Elizabeth’s baby leaped in his mother’s womb. And Elizabeth, filled
with the Holy Spirit, sang out praises to God. And Mary answered by
also singing praises. What a glorious reunion. What great news.
With good news or bad, I reach out to God. Thankfully God has
provided Christian friends and family that I can also turn to. Their
prayers and love uplift me. And together we rejoice in the love and
strength that God has given us.

Dear Father, thank you for the many Christian leaders and friends
that have touched our lives. Their prayers and love have uplifted
us through joy and sorrow. Continue to provide these saints
throughout our life long journey. May we rejoice together in your
love and salvation. Amen.
Jane Wittes

Monday, December 21

Isaiah 62:6-12

Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people;
cast up, cast up the highway; gather out the stones; lift up a
standard for the people. Behold, the LORD hath proclaimed unto the
end of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy
salvation cometh; behold, his reward is with him, and his work
before him. And they shall call them the holy people, the redeemed
of the LORD: and thou shalt be called, sought out, a city not
forsaken. (vv. 10-12) KJV
The promise of Christ and his salvation of the world is predicted in
Isaiah. Jesus, a gift from God; born to be a man, Prince of Peace, a
Holy Savior who does not desert his people.
The fulfillment of God's covenant begins with the birth of Jesus, a
day we celebrate as Christmas. For most of us the spirit of the season
invokes anticipation, love for friends and family and showing that
love by exchanging gifts. We gather for happy festivities, meet at full
laden tables and make toasts of goodwill. We follow our traditions,
our blessings at Christmas.
God understands us. God wants us to excitedly anticipate the birth of
his only Son who came for our redemption. God wants us to love one
another and give of ourselves through Christ's example. God wants us
to be joyful and festive and to commune with each other. God wants
us to believe and trust in him always for God's blessings.
Because of God's greatest gift, his Son Jesus—born of Mary, we are
offered everlasting love and eternal life.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for sending the Messiah into the
world. I welcome him with love and appreciation. The world is
blessed; I am blessed. Help me to do your will and follow him. In
Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
Paula Perez

Tuesday, December 22

Psalm 98

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; …
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with
music… (vv. 1a, 4) NIV
The psalmist invites us to “sing to the Lord a new song.” I love the
word “new”. It reminds me of what the Apostle Paul says about us in
Corinthians. We are new people who sing new songs.
How did that happen? What is the marvelous thing God has done for
us? In Christ—his life, death and resurrection—he has removed the
terrible separation caused by our sin and has brought us into
relationship with God whereby we can call him Father.
It’s a great thing to be whole and sing a new song. It indicates
through Jesus Christ—the composer of the new song—we have a new
way of living. No longer do we have to sing the old songs of greed and
separation but now we are able to sing new songs—songs of love and
generosity and cheerfulness and thoughtfulness and gracefulness. And
it is the Spirit who conducts our new song so that together we can
“shout for joy to the Lord…burst into jubilant song with music.”
I hope and pray that when the Lord returns he will find us singing the
new song.

Dear Father, thank you for composing a new song for us to sing and
giving us voices to sing it in our everyday lives. Amen.
Joe Hauser

Wednesday , December 23

Titus 3:4-7

He saved us not because of righteous things we have done, but
because of his mercy He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Savior. (vv. 5-6) NIV
I was baptized by the pouring of water over my head as a child, and
confirmed in early childhood. Then I left the church to experience
life. I had many ups and downs, good and bad. I was married at a
young age and I had my children when I was young. I didn't think
much about God or what God had in store for me.
Then one day I was wondering how I could continue with my life
being so messed up. I wondered what could I do—I knew I needed a
change. My daughter said to me, “Mom, I want to go to church.” I
said, “Okay, we need to find a church.” My daughter found a church
and as a family we were renewed by the Holy Spirit by affirmation of
baptism.
Our family was reborn in Christ and saved through his mercy and we
continue to let God work through us.

Dear Father, thank you for the love of family and the love you
have for me. Help me stay open and willing to change and become
more like Christ so I can better serve you. Amen.
Ann Taylor

Thursday, December 24

Luke 2:1-14

The shepherds whom lived in the fields, were attending to their sheep.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. (vv. 9-10) NIV
I chose these two verses because I can’t help but wonder how I would
act in these shepherds’ situation. I love my Lord with all my heart and
all my mind, but having never been visited by an angel I’m not quite
sure of what my reaction might be.
The angel was there to announce the birth of Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. The news was what all of the faithful had been waiting for—for
so many years. I would first have to ask, why the angel had chosen me.
Secondly I might question my worthiness to be in the presence of the
Christ. Next, I might look at my clothing and think I need some newer
pants and a new shirt and a new pair of shoes. I stopped there, and said
“Enough!”
Sometimes I question too many things and by doing so I miss the magic
of so many moments. I need to trust in God and enjoy the present and
accept and be open to God’s direction.

Lord, change me such a way that I remember to fully accept God’s
wonderful blessings and all of the wonderful people he has put in my
life. Amen.
Mike McMahan

Friday, December 25

CHRISTMAS

Luke 2:15-20

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each
other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened
which the Lord has told us about.” They hurried to the village and
found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.
(vv. 15-16) NLT
It it likely that the shepherds were not just ordinary shepherds.
According to an interactive Bible commentary, “…the shepherds’
fields of Bethlehem were so close to Jerusalem, many scholars
believe that these were temple shepherds who raised the sheep that
would be used at the temple sacrifices.” If this is the case, the
announcement from the angels in Luke would be in anticipation of
the proclamation of John the Baptist when he first saw Jesus, “Look
the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29)
I am grateful to Jesus, born as a baby in Bethlehem, for providing
himself as a sacrifice for our sins. God’s perfect Lamb—God’s one and
only Son. We can never repay his sacrifice but we can kneel at his
feet and praise him. The birth of Christ brought God to man; the
cross brings man to God.

Our Father in heaven, we are in awe of your amazing love for us.
Thank you for giving us your Son to save us from our sin. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Mary West

Saturday, December 26

Hebrews 1:1-12

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation
of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as
the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. (vv. 3-4) NIV
When I was a little girl and had trouble attending to a task, my
mother would say, “Cynthia, you’re “ ‘stracted!” What she meant
was “You are being distracted from what you are supposed to be
doing!” At that time I believed that was a real word. But as I grew I
realized that that was just her homespun philosophy to get me to pay
attention. In this passage the early believers were worshipping angels
because they were supernatural beings. They had to be reminded
that Jesus is the most high God, greater than the angels. They were
distracted.
Isn’t that what the devil is always trying to do to us? Distract us or
pull our attention away from Jesus, the One in whom we should be
worshipping, following, and praising? In the very beginning Satan
distracted Eve in the Garden of Eden as a talking snake. He told her
that she could be as knowledgeable as God himself. And he has been
doing that ever since. He’s very good at making everything from
money, entertainment, and even ourselves seem more important and
superior to Jesus.
Let’s stop allowing ourselves to be “ ‘stracted” by sin, the world and
the devil and keep our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith.

Dear Lord, please help me stay in your word. I want to stay
focused on you. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Cindy Bowles

Sunday, December 27

Luke 2:41-52

And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
man. (v. 52) NIV
I remember being a kid and wondering about how my parents had set
the rules. How come bedtime was at 9:00 pm, instead of 10:30 pm?
How come I was responsible for taking out the trash? How come I had
to be nice to my sister? Life was filled with rules that my parents
placed on me. Sometimes I understood them quickly, other times it
took me longer to realize why those rules were necessary. But can
you imagine being the parents to a twelve year old Jesus? This is no
ordinary twelve year old. But his parents still have to parent.
Today’s passage begins with Jesus and his family preparing to return
to Nazareth from Jerusalem after attending the Passover Festival.
Joseph and Mary leave with other pilgrims assuming Jesus was with
other people, maybe friends. After a day, Mary and Joseph realize
that Jesus is missing. Understandably worried and panicked, they
quickly return to Jerusalem where they find Jesus conversing among
the teachers. I first think that as a parent, I would be thankful my
son was alive. My next thought might be about chastising him for
what he had done. Joseph and Mary were no different. Even though
Joseph and Mary knew how special Jesus was, they still saw him as a
twelve year old kid needing a parent’s influence and guidance.
When his parents demand an answer on why he stayed behind, Jesus
tells them he was doing his Father’s business. And though they didn’t
understand his response the Bible notes he was obedient to them and
left with them for Nazareth. To me, this passage gives me a better
understanding of Jesus’ character. While he does his Father’s work,
Jesus also understands his parents play a role in raising him to be a
man among people and to God. A role model for us to emulate.
As I continue my walk with God, I am grateful for my parents, and
also for friends who provide clarity and wisdom to allow me to be a
better person and a better role model for God to use.
Dear Lord, may I always be grateful for the gift of friendship.
Amen.
Allen Vaughn

Monday, December 28

Colossians 3:12-17

Therefore as God’s chosen people… Bear with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as
the Lord has forgiven you. …Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts since as members of one body you were called to peace. And
be thankful. (vv. 12-13, 17) NIV
In this letter to the Colossians, Paul is addressing this new community
of Christians in their lives together. He encourages them to
remember that because they are chosen by God, “therefore” they
are to “bear with each other…forgive as the Lord forgave you.” The
peace of Christ will rule in their hearts.
In this Christmas season, this season when we celebrate once again
Christ’s birth into our world, into our lives and into our hearts, when
we are reminded we are chosen by God, whom do we need to
forgive? Whom do we need to forgive as Christ has forgiven us? What
might the “peace on earth and mercy mild—God and sinners
reconciled” look like in our lives?
Things to consider: Do I really believe I am chosen by God? Do I
believe I am called to Christ’s peace on this earth now—today? Am I
thankful? Do others see that belief, that forgiveness, that peace, and
that thankfulness in how I live my life?
If Christ is the center of my life, the peace is there.

Dear God, help me to remember each day that I am your chosen
one. As I encounter others, whether it is the cashier at the store,
my boss, my co-workers, my spouse, or my children help me
reflect the peace that comes with forgiveness—the forgiveness you
have given me and “therefore “I give to them. Amen.
Penny Hauser

Tuesday, December 29

Psalm 148

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the
heights! Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
(vv. 1-2) NRSV
What can I say about our reading for today? Praise him begins each
and every passage in this Psalm. And rightfully so.
Over the years, as my faith grew, I learned that praising God is the
only way to go. I’ve come to realize that all I am, all I do and all I
have is because God has provided it for me. To begin with, he
breathed life into my parents love for each other. This made way for
my life to begin. Praise him! Then he blessed me with “smarts”. Yes,
I said “smarts”. I got educated, skilled and found many ways to
provide for my needs, not without God’s help. If it weren’t for the
“smarts” he gave me, that would not be possible. In essence, he gave
me the means with which I could provide for my needs. Praise him
indeed!!!
It seems the harder I praise, the more peace I find. The more peace I
find, the closer I come to God. The closer I come to God, the more
he provides. The more he provides, the more I can give. Praise him
indeed!!
What has God provided you with that you should praise God? Perhaps
the fact that you can see the beauty of the landscape around you?
The stars at night, or just that you can put food on the table tonight?
Whatever it is, praise God out loud!

We praise you, Father in heaven, for all that you have done and
will do for us. For our joys, and even our sorrows. We praise you
for teaching us strength and bringing us peace. Amen.
Linda M. Middleton

Wednesday, December 30

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

But Samuel was ministering before the Lord- a boy wearing a linen
ephod. Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying “May the Lord give
you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for
and gave to the Lord.” Then they would go home. And the boy Samuel
continued to grow in stature and in favor with the Lord and with men.
(vv. 18, 20, 26) NIV
Children’s ethics, values relating to human conduct with respect to the
rightness and wrongness of certain actions, are greatly influenced by the
examples of conduct and actions of their parents.
Children look to their parents for guidance, acceptance, and love.
Encouraging a moral foundation at a young age will hopefully root a
distinction between right and wrong conduct that they can use throughout
life. One way for parents to do that is to teach their children ethics and
morals by developing a solid foundation through Jesus and supporting
their faith experience. In our family, we strive to include Jesus throughout
our daily lives by being involved in many church activities and surrounding
ourselves with a Christian community. We build a Christian routine in our
family by attending church on a regular basis and trying to remember to
pray before meals and before going to bed. More often than not, it is our
children who remind us to pray. From spiders in our backyard and birds in
the sky, to concern with the human race, and helping the local homeless,
we have seen our children grow with compassion and love for all God’s
creatures. As we share in this Advent season, take the opportunity to
teach the love that the baby Jesus portrays and build a relationship with
your children. The popular ’90's question, ‘What Would Jesus Do?’ is a
simple way to begin developing a “Christ-like” decision-making process.
Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn
from it. Proverbs 22:6
Love your children through your actions—and example—today. Choose to
get involved and raise them in faith, not fear!
Heavenly Father, I lift my children before you today. Guard their hearts
and minds and watch over them with special care. Give me wisdom on
how to raise them both through my example and my actions. I commit
to love them in prayer and love them in all I do. I want to raise faith
warriors for you! In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Eric Ryan

Thursday, December 31

Jeremiah 31:7-14

Then maidens will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. I
will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and
joy instead of sorrow. I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and
my people will be filled with my bounty. (vv. 13-14) NIV
Jeremiah’s words in this verse were directed to the exiled people of
Israel. He told them that God had forgiven their sins and they would
be returning to Israel, their home. He was fully aware of the
hardships they had all endured but reassured them that there will be
great celebration in God’s kingdom. There will be singing and
dancing, good food and drink, a party not just for a few but one to be
attended by all; the young, old, weak and strong.
As I read this verse, I couldn’t help but reflect on our own current
events. There is war in Syria, a mass exodus of people from that
country and most recently the mass murder of innocents in Paris. It
has been a rough year for many. Undoubtedly there are many who
feel lost and forgotten. Certainly they don’t feel like celebrating.
Yet a new day is dawning. God offers us the same invitation that he
offered the exiled of Israel. We are not defined by our past mistakes.
We are all invited to a new beginning, the greatest feast of all, the
ultimate feast of God’s forgiveness and grace. Let us all sing praises
to God!

Good and gracious God, thank you for loving us all unconditionally.
I ask that you bless and comfort those who are hurting and lost.
Lead us all to your feast of forgiveness and grace. In Jesus’ name I
pray. Amen.
Terri Veach-Geiger

Friday, January 1

Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has
risen upon you. (v. 1) NRSV
One of the great holiday traditions is listening to Handel’s “Messiah.”
While still a teenager I went with friends to a performance by the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra and Chorus. I brought my copy of
“Messiah” and followed along. I’ve heard it many times since, but I
have fond memories of that first time.
When reading the Bible it’s easy to hear music that has been written
using the Biblical text. It could be a hymn or worship song or, in this
case for me, it’s Handel’s “Messiah.” There’s an amazing alto oratorio
using the Isaiah text, followed by a chorus section and a bass
oratorio.
Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.
The message comes alive through the music. It makes me thankful for
the light of Christ and his glory. It’s a wonderful way to start a new
year, by being thankful that Jesus came into the world bringing light
and life. The darkness of winter is pierced by the light from above
that grows day by day.
So, my New Year’s resolution might be to “arise and shine” for my
light has come. It’s a new year and a new beginning every day in
Christ.

Dear Lord, thank you for music that helps me to experience your
word. Thank you for the glory of your light. May this new year be
full of your light and love and grace. Amen.
Tim Beasley

Saturday, January 2

Ephesians 1:3-14

He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his
glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
(vv. 5-6) NRSV
We are all God’s children through grace. Grace is not something we
earned, it was given because God loves us all. Sometimes it takes me
time to reflect back and remember that he gave Jesus to die for
every one of us so that we could be saved.
The hardest times for me to remember that are when I, or someone I
love, has been treated poorly in some manner, whether violence,
anger, harm, disappointment, disrespect, etc. In the moment, words
or actions can become heated and I often say things I don’t mean or
say them in a way that I do not mean. I often have to take a step
back and think and pray about how to approach someone, but that
first step is the key. I have to take time to remember that we are all
God’s children and we were sent here to show his love, even if others
forget to show love.
Another time that I have to stop and take time to remember he
wants us all to be saved is when I pass people in the street who are
different from me. It’s not as hard for me to accept others for their
ethnicity, gender, sexuality, or faith as it is when I see people
sleeping in the streets, abusing drugs, or constantly yelling. I struggle
loving them like brothers and sisters because they are so different
and I don’t know how to help them. Often what they need the most
is love, someone who is willing to sit and talk with them, listen to
them, and let them know that someone cares.
I may be an only child, but I have many brothers and sisters in Christ.
God gave his only Son so that I might feel loved and share that love
with others.
Lord, may today be full of your grace. Let us be the hands that show
everyone just how much you love them. May we always remember
to reflect before we act and remember that we are all brothers and
sisters in you. Thank you for giving me a family that is so large that
love is ever present. Amen.
Nikki Ostby

Sunday, January 3

John 1:10-18

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us… (v. 14) NAB
I have read and reread the passage above over the past few weeks.
The “Word became flesh” is what keeps speaking to me. Every day I
assess children at work for health issues. Many times I have met
young boys named “Jesus”. After work, I often tell Pastor Paul that I
met Jesus at work. He just gives me a funny look.
However, in all honesty, I often wonder what Jesus in the “flesh”
would have been like as a child. Did he have a unique shape to his
eyes, excessive earwax or interesting birthmarks? Was he tall? Would
he have been attentive and cooperative or resist me being near with
any medical equipment? Did he substitute a “W” sound for an “L”
when he spoke? When did he lose his first tooth? Did he have cavities?
Ah….the wonders of childhood.
The Word became real, tangible flesh and dwelt among us in Jesus.
That is amazing to me. Is that amazing to you?

Dear Father God, thank you for allowing Jesus to dwell among us.
Please open our hearts and minds to your continued dwelling here
and now. Give us courage to live with wisdom. Amen.
Elaine Hansen

Monday, January 4

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who
have no helper. He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves
the lives of the needy. (vv. 12-13) NRSV
The kings of Israel were called upon to help the poor. These verses
request that God give the king, as God’s representative, wisdom,
sound judgment and goodness.
This Psalm promises justice to the poor with God’s expectations for
each of us to be his champion for the downtrodden. The example we
are to follow is that of the true King, Jesus Christ, as he lived his
short life on this earth. These verses remind me of Matthew West’s
song “Do Something”. The song’s lyrics initially question God on how
he allows all the injustices in the world and why he doesn’t do
something about it. The response from God is that he did “do
something” and that “something” he did was to create each and
every one of us!
“Right now it’s time for us to do something”. I shamefully admit that,
under certain circumstances, I find myself judging people and
questioning why they seemingly don’t or won’t help themselves.
However, as a child of God and one who wants to follow the example
of Jesus, I know that I need to look at everyone, without exception,
through his eyes. I want be one of God’s creation who is “doing
something” by helping those less fortunate and who are in need,
without judging through my human eyes.

Heavenly Father, please forgive me when I miss opportunities to
“do something” in your name. As one of your children, help me to
allow your light to shine brightly through me, without any filters I
may create through my own human weaknesses. Help me reveal
your perfect love to others, especially the poor and needy,
through all I say and do. Amen.
Marsha Stephenson

Tuesday, January 5

Ephesians 3:1-12

Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ. Which in other ages was not made known to the
sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit; that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the
gospel; (vv. 4-6) KJV
I believe that Paul is telling us that things have changed and that
Christ wants us to change also. All people are partakers in the
promise of Christ. It makes no difference where they come from or
who they are. All persons are under the umbrella of God’s grace and
salvation. No longer are there just God’s one chosen people. Jesus
was brought to us by the Father to die for our sins and provide
salvation for all.
One day it struck me that my wife’s three closest friends are all of
different backgrounds. One is Jewish, one is Muslim and one is
African-American. She never gave a thought to it. Why should any
one of us? We are all children of God. It is my hope and prayer that
someday, we will all accept the love of our brothers and sisters under
the grace of Jesus the Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Heavenly Father, please look over all of your children and help us
to be the persons that you have taught us to be. Amen.
Doug Jackson

Wednesday, January 6

EPIPHANY

Matthew 2:1-12

When they (the wise men) saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy; and going into the house they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then,
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. (vv. 10-11) RSV
There is a great contrast between Herod the king and the wise men
from the east in hearing the birth of Jesus. Herod wanted the wise
men to go and find the child so that “I too may come and worship
him.” We know this power-hungry king had some hidden agenda
about the baby Jesus. Saying “I too will go and worship him” was a
great lie—many babies in Bethlehem were murdered.
On the contrary, the wise men guided by the star went to the house
where Jesus was with his mother Mary, and “they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy… and they fell down and worshiped him…
They offer him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”
Pondering this story of meeting Jesus and worshipping him, I asked
myself, in which way do I come to worship him each and every
Sunday? Is it with a selfish hidden agenda or with a great joy and
offering him a grateful gift? We as Christians know very well, with our
faith in Jesus Christ as our savior and Lord, we have been granted the
best gift of all gifts from God; that is, the gift of salvation of the
baby Jesus who was born to die for us on the Cross and arise from the
dead.
Indeed, life here on earth is not always as rosy as we desire to have!
But all we need is the loving grace of God found in the baby Jesus—
his birth, his work on earth, his death on the cross, his resurrection,
and his promise to come again. What more do we need?
So come worship the Lord each Sunday without any hidden agenda,
but with a great joy and offering him a grateful gift: “ME!”
Dear Lord Jesus, we come before you each day with a grateful
heart for your sacrificial love. Grant us your ever-presence in our
life, so that we may live in fullness in your will! In your name.
Amen.
Peter Y. Lai

