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• Ash Wednesday,, March 1
• World Day of Prayer, March 3
• First Sunday in Lent, March 5
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 12
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 19
• First day of spring, March 20
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26
 Palm Sunday, April 9
 Good Friday, April 14
 Easter, April 16

Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Norma Kesling for opening her
home and hosting the Women’s
Annual Ornament Exchange…
… to Faye Bastarache, Thao
McMahan and Ron Isaacs for the
new curtains in the Sacristy…
… to Shamika, Nyshiq, Johnny,
Lasha and Caroline for the Christmas
art on the Fellowship Hall doors…
… to Jan Myers for the warm hats for
the youth at Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth…

… to Jen, Joshua and Jeremiah
Anderson; Mirium, Leah and Abby
Tsui; Bob, JoAnn, Zach and
Thaddeus Nance; Eric, Cyndy,
Chloe, Laurelei, Kjetil and Lincoln
Ryan; and Judi Hempel, for
Christmas caroling to our shut-ins…
… to Judy and Sheila Caison and
family for handling and delivering
gifts for the Angel Christmas tree…
… to Joanne Engler and Mary
Wonola for baking for our Home
Baked Outreach Ministry…
… to Greg Trunoske for working
with the heating/air-conditioning in
the Fellowship Hall…

leading “Come and Be” worship
service on Wednesday evenings...
... to Children’s Ministry for getting
a head start on Vacation Bible School
planning…
… to the Altar Guild Team: Faye
Bastarache, Michael McMahan,
Sally Magnuson, Mirium Tsui, and
Charlie and Norma Kesling for
taking down and storing all the
Christmas decorations…
… to the Property Team for their
upkeep of our church – unplugging
toilets, replacing the kitchen sick
faucet, taking down outdoor Christmas
lights, and moving furniture.

… to all the Senior Meal servers…
… to Joe and Penny Hauser for
leading the Grief & Hope sessions…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

… to Eric and Cindy Ryan for

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

December 2016

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 29,937.66

$ 348,898.47

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 26,677.13

$ 318,876.47

$

3,060.53
2,795.322,029.
$ 4,317.50

$

30,022.00

$

53,209.49

$

$

78,876.00

Difference
Debt/Building Income
Debt/Building Expenses
Difference
NET INCOME

6,573.00

$ - 2,255.50

$ -25,666.51

$

$

805.03

4,355.49

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations of $2,093.79 through December for the 2016 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

Extravagant love

you, to bind you and to turn you loose, to take you captive
and then set you free. This love is extravagant.”

The love St. Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 13 is “no
mild, tepid thing,” writes Mark Buchanan in Your Church
Is Too Safe (Zondervan). “It is no flight of fancy, no
frisson of giddiness, no mere ruffle of sensation. This love
is neither nice nor prissy nor fragile nor coy. This love is
fierce and wild and dangerous and unbreakable. It is
sublime and subversive. It is indefatigable and
undefeatable. It is nothing less than the love God has for
February 2017
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely
on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make straight your paths.”
Proverbs 3: 5-6 (NRSV)
Thank you for your continued prayers and support as we move into month two
of our transition time and activities for the year 2017. During January, we
installed and welcomed our Interim Pastor, Pastor Tom Anderson and his
wife Diane into the Holy Spirit family. We held our third Lutheran Social
Services of Nevada (LSSN) Open
Air Market for our friends and
neighbors, welcomed and served
our first Family Promise families of
the new year and established our
2017 Budget in support of our
ministries and community! This, in
addition to our Sunday School,
Bible classes and ministry team
activities!
Praise God for a busy month and
the continuation of activities at
Holy Spirit! Upcoming is Lent
and Easter! I, and others, so often
say, “God’s work. Our hands!” As
we
read and acknowledge
Keith, Pastor Tom, Diane, Michele
Solomon’s wise words in Proverbs,
God is there for us and will give us straight paths to do His work. All we have
to do is “trust in Him” and “acknowledge Him”!

Newsletter Staff

With guidance from God and Pr. Tom, we are praying over names for the
Transition Team. As a refresher, the Transition Team will be reviewing Holy
Spirit’s history, what worked, what hasn’t worked, what members and friends
of Holy Spirit would like to see at Holy Spirit, along with what Holy Spirit
should be doing to share the Gospel of Jesus in our community. The Team
will be seeking input from everyone as they put together the “profile” to then be
used by our Holy Spirit Call Committee and Bishop Steve from the Grand
Canyon Synod in determining the qualities of a pastor for Holy Spirit.

Editor/Layout:
Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042
E-Mail: JackolynH@aol.com
Proof: Ruth Ann Isaacs, Loretta Block
Collators: Ruth Ann Isaacs,
Sue Mayer, Mary West

Current plans are for the Church Council to approve the Transition Team
names (5-6) at the February council meeting, present them to the
Congregation and “get their work started” under the guidance of Pastor Tom.
Remember though folks, we are on “God’s timetable”! He will show us the
straight path!
Special “Thanks” to Pastor Tom for his spiritual leadership and his open and
caring attitude toward “getting to know us” — for wanting to know our joys and
concerns as we experience this transition time at Holy Spirit! Thank you
Pastor Tom!
“Any work we do can serve God if our attitude is right”! (Author unknown)
Your friend in Christ!

February 2017
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Music Minister
Especially if you attend
traditional worship, what is
your favorite hymn? I’m
compiling a list of Holy
Spirit hymn favorites and
would like your input. Drop
me an email
(tim@holyspiritlasvegas.org)
to let me know. I’ll try to
include your hymn in future
services. If you attend the
contemporary service, I’d love to hear what your favorites are
as well.

What’s Your Favorite Hymn?

Tim Beasley

My favorite hymn was the first
song I learned to play as a child.
It is “He Leadeth Me.” It doesn’t
happen to be in our hymnal, so
here are Joseph Gilmore’s words
for the first verse.

He leadeth me, O blessed thought!
O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whate’er I do, where’er I be,
Still ’tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

We Need a Drummer

He leadeth me, He leadeth me,
By His own hand He leadeth me;
His faithful follower I would be,
For by His hand He leadeth me.

I’ve been using a drum machine in
absence of a drummer for our praise
team. I think we would agree that it’s not
like the real thing, but better than
nothing. But, now the machine is only
working intermittently, which is only a
reminder that we need a drummer. If you
drum or know of someone who does,
please let me know so I can invite them to our team. I ask your
prayers for the search. We also welcome other skilled
instrumentalists, such as guitarists, bassists, and keyboard
players, to join us.
Blessings,

Joseph Gilmore was inspired to write this hymn when
speaking about the Twenty-third Psalm. Specifically, he was
inspired by verses two and three.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside
still waters;
He restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s
sake.
When telling about this hymn, he writes, “…God’s leadership
is the one significant fact in human experience, that it makes
no difference how we are led, or whether we are led, so long
as we are sure God is leading us.”

Youth & Family Ministry
This year will provide many fun
opportunities for the Holy Spirit
Youth. Make sure your youth
participates in all of them by staying up
to date on all the happenings. You can use our many
resources to learn about events and RSVP, such as, by
reading the “That’s the Spirit” monthly newsletter
article, reading your weekly church bulletin, and signing up on
the connection card. The best way to get “real time” news and
information about our events as well as RSVP is by checking
the STORM Facebook page daily. Your STORM Facebook
page is the best place to find out about upcoming events, view
pictures of past events and learn about last minute
opportunities and cancellations.
For February, we will have an exciting
GAME NIGHT for our 6th through 12th grade
youth! Please keep your eye out in the
bulletin and on our Storm Facebook page for
date, times and additional info.
For March, the youth group will attend
the Rock and Worship Roadshow at the
Henderson Pavilion March 11. The cost will be $5 per person
and that will cover the cost of the concert and dinner (we will
February 2017

of course tailgate again). This will not cover any food AT
the event or any extras the youth may want to buy at the
concert. If you wish to view the lineup, please visit
theroadshowtour.com. This will be a lot of fun and the
youth will not want to miss out! While this is not an
official multi-church youth event, there will be other
churches that we will meet with once there.
We are ALWAYS looking for new volunteers to join the
Youth Ministry Team! There are so many ways, both big and
small, that you can make a difference as a volunteer! Please
let me know if you are interested in becoming a part of this
important ministry! Additionally, I am also always looking
for new ideas for activities,
fundraisers and service projects for our
youth! Just send me an email, call, text,
or just see me on Sundays! This
ministry would not survive without
amazing congregation members
like YOU! Thank you for your continued
support! Until next time….
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
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Children’s Ministry

H

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

appy Valentine’s Day! In
February, we set aside a
special day to show our love to
others. Wouldn’t it be
great if everyone
thought of EVERY day
as Valentine’s Day, a
day to show love - to
show God’s love to the
world and to “serve
one another in love” (Galatians 5:13).
Speaking of “serving one another
in love”, the Sunday School children
can earn a “My Faith Story” dog tag
for serving (“Jesus Served, I Serve”
dog tag). The service doesn’t have to
be something huge, but something that
your child doesn’t normally do every
day and maybe something that isn’t
easy for them, but
takes a little effort
and commitment.
Parents may use
their judgment - just
write a little note
stating what your
child did to serve
and send it with
your child to Sunday School and we
will present this dog tag to your child.
Remember they may also earn dog
tags for learning the books of the Old
Testament, the New Testament, the
Lord’s Prayer and bringing a friend to
Sunday School.
Sunday
School has
been blessed
with snacks!
Thank you to
those families who have donated
snacks to Sunday School - a few
families have even brought enough to
share with all of the Sunday School
classes for 2-3 weeks! Thank you so
much! The children always look
forward to a little snack.
As you have probably seen in
previous newsletter/bulletin entries,
Cyndy Ryan is already planning for
another awesome Vacation Bible
School for this summer. We are
blessed that Cyndy has volunteered to
serve as VBS Director again this year
with another unique and awesome
curriculum idea. Thank you Cyndy!
February 2017

Please be thinking and praying how
you may serve in this outreach
ministry.
Thanks for sharing your gifts by
bringing an offering to Sunday
School. This offering money is used
for sponsorship of Mahamadou in
Mali, Africa whom we sponsor
through World Vision.
The first Sunday of each month is
designated “Feed the Hungry Sunday”
in Sunday School. Please try to
remember to bring a non-perishable
food item on
February 5 to be
donated to Lutheran
Social Services food
pantry.
Blessings and
Love,

Gwen Jolls

The month of
February will
focus on
“Stories from
Asia” on each
Tuesday at
noon. Story
time is for all children not in school
and their care givers.

Ms. Judi

Puzzle!
Use the clues to discover these fourletter answers. When read from top to
bottom, the first letters reveal a phrase
related to the children of Israel’s
wilderness experience.

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School students with Perfect
Attendance for the month of
December 2016:

Preschool

Carolina Caison
Jayda Caison
Zakia Clark
Parker Rinta
Lincoln Ryan
KG/1st/2nd Grade

Kjetil Ryan
Zania Smith
3rd/4th/5th Grade

Gaverial McGregor Rinta
Laurelei Ryan
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

New Bible Study for Women

L

T

Mathew 28: 16-20 NIV
The Great Commission

hen the eleven disciples went
to Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus told them to go.
When they saw him, they worshipped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus
came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely, I
am with you always, to the very end of
the age.
Pastor Tom, the Council and the
Adult
Discipleship
Team, invite
you to
welcome
Gary Torstenson, Mary Torstenson,
and Betsy Onokonwomo, through the
Rite of Welcome, during the 8:45am
worship service, February 5. The
Fellowship Team plans to celebrate
their welcome with a salad pot luck
following the 11:15 service. The
congregation is invited to join in the
celebration. Bring your specialty
salad to pass and share as we meet and
greet.
Gary, Mary and Betsy have
expressed their desire to affirm their
baptism during Easter Vigil, April 15,
Watch the bulletin for further
information, and please sign up for
these events on the connection card.

Sharon Barnard
815-383-9281
skbarnard@live.com

ast month, I
wrote that I
would
attend a
workshop for the
Bible Study in
the Gather
magazine. It was
an exciting study on the book of
Galatians. The workshop was
presented by the author, Kit Kleinhans
from Wartburg College. I learned a
lot about Galatians that I would like to
share with the women of Holy Spirit.
Galatians has so much to say that I
think is apropos for today.
After discussing my idea with
Pastor Tom, we settled on the second
Monday of each month from 6:007:00pm beginning on February 13.
I am praying that many of the women
who cannot attend a weekday morning
group will be able to join me for this
hour of study once a month. Come
and bring a Bible (all translations
encouraged) for this special hour.

Judi Hempel
Grief and Hope Group Closes

A

release of balloons each
inscribed with the name of a
loved one or personal issue
celebrated the close of the Holy Spirit
Grief Group on January 2. The Grief
Group had met for two
years and worked on
concerns and feelings
related to issues of
grief and loss in
members’ lives. Some
of the losses were
death and dying, some
health, some personal relationships.
Mutual support, sharing and trust were
consistent themes. Placing one’s grief
in one’s relationship with God
emphasized the hope of recovery.
In all congregations, individuals
are challenged by issues of grief and
loss. The following excerpts from a
recent article summarize the work of
grief and is offered as support.

“The Grieving Process is universal,
yet unique”—Amanda LlewellynVegas Health Care Quarterly
“Grieving is a very personal
process…There is no right or wrong
way to grieve, and many people worry
that they are fundamentally flawed in
some way because they aren’t
progressing in a way they find
acceptable…
When it comes to death and dying
there are stages of grief and they come
in any order or not at all…There’s no
such thing as going through them
‘properly.’
It was my faith that got me
through. And there came a point
where I was tired of feeling sad all the
time, and I had conflicting feelings
about that…one of the most important
components of the grieving process is
self-compassion…
Grieving is natural. If you have
loved someone or something and it’s
not with you anymore, grief is how
that loves continues, but it is important
to remember that you are not broken.
It hurts but you will get through it.
Society teaches people to run from
their grief. It’s uncomfortable, but I
recommend that
those suffering
run towards it.
Embrace it. Try
to understand it. This is where the
healing begins…
Practice self-care. Focus on
things that give you a sense of
meaning and purpose. Make sure that
your life honors the legacy of your
loved one…
If you are doing the hard work of
rebuilding your life, the pain becomes
more of a dull ache. The pain never
goes away but the intensity lessens,
you will never forget your loved one.
You will always miss them. You will
always be bothered by the fact they
are not with you. But the loss of them
in your life will no longer be blinding
and debilitating. And you will be
surprised when you look back just
how far you have come.”

Penny and Joe Hauser
February 2017
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Fellowship

I can’t believe we’re already into
the second month of the New Year.
January just flew by, didn’t it? This
month has a couple of events that I’m
sure all of you are going to want to
participate in.
On Sunday, February 5, at 12:30,
there will be a Salad Buffet. This
event is being held in order that you,
the current members of Holy Spirit,
can meet the persons who are going to
become the newest members of our
church family. You are asked to bring
your favorite
‘special’ salad to
share with others.
That’s all! Just
bring your salad
and yourself, and
plan to get
acquainted with the soon-to-be
‘newbies’. Please be sure to sign up
on the connection card in your
bulletin. See you there!
The following weekend, February
11 & 12, is the Fellowship Annual
Bake Sale. This is always a successful
fund-raiser thanks to your donations –
both the baked kind and the monetary

kind. You are
asked to bring
your baked
donations to the
church at noon
on the 11th. Do
not price your goodies; we’ll take care
of that. There is always a great variety
for sale. Plan to be one of the
purchasers either Saturday or Sunday,
after the church service. The funds
raised will be donated to the Member
Emergency Fund.
It’s not too early to mention the
Soup and Bread Suppers. These will
be on March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April
5. We will serve at 5:30. The weekly
Lenten Service will follow at 6:45.
PLEASE sign up on the connection
card each week. Also, if you are
going to bring a pot of soup, have it at
church by 5:15 so that we can begin
serving on time. Thanks!
The doors to the Fellowship Hall
are going to continue to be decorated
by the very talented 7th and 8th grade
confirmation class led by Cyndy
Ryan. There were so many
compliments about their art work that
they will continue to paint seasonally.
Be sure to thank our future Picasso’s:
Shamika Manning, Nyshiq Latham,

Dine-in!

Johnny Trunoske, and Lasha
Chenicek. Nice work, kids!
A couple of new additions have
been added to the kitchen recently.
The old 42-cup coffee maker bit the
dust, and has now been replaced with
a new one. Also, I finally found 8 oz.
coffee cups for use on Sunday
morning. YAY!! The 12 oz. cups are
just too big, and a lot of coffee was
wasted as a result. As soon as the 12
oz. cups are gone, we’ll start using the
8 oz. YAY!!
Last but not
least, water donations
are always needed.
How about picking
up a case or two
when you’re out
shopping?
Remember, the
water cooler is now
located behind the
door in Room 1.
That’s all~

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

Happy February from the Altar Guild

A Division of Devoted Diners

Parament changes for this month:
White: February 25/26. This is the Christ
color, and represents this Transfiguration
Sunday.

Christmas has come and gone in a
whirlwind! Doesn’t it always? Can
you believe it’s a new year already?
And January is already gone. Our
Christmas Gathering was wonderful.
Mark made a lasagna that could make Mama Celeste cry. It
was wonderful. Judi and Dwight brought salad and fixins’
and Jen brought a decadent chocolate mousse cake.
We also had a fun little gift exchange, a Secret Santa. Of
course with only five of us, it was easy to guess our Secret
Santa. It’s all about the fellowship. In February, we will be
meeting at my place again. This time I’ll be the hostess with
the mostest!
You’re always welcome to join us. Call me (Linda) for
information at (702) 754-8693. Remember, that’s my cell, so
leave a message and I’ll get back to you. I usually don’t hear
it when I’m out.

2 Peter 1:16-18 CEB: We didn’t repeat
crafty myths when we told you about the
powerful coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Quite the contrary, we witnessed His
majesty with our own eyes. He received honor and glory from
God the Father when a voice came to Him from the
magnificent glory saying, “This is my dearly loved Son, with
whom I am well-pleased.”

Clare Levin

Linda Middleton
Facilitator
February 2017
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Maxwell’s Musings
“There is no
exercise better
for the heart
than reaching
down and lifting people up.”

T

—John Holmes

hought you might enjoy an update
on our Marine, Krista Broude.
You will remember she is the
granddaughter of Judy Carey and Dave
Johnson and also served on Council as
our youth representative in the past.
PFC Broude graduated from Marine
Combat Training (Camp Lejeune,
Jacksonville, NC) on January 10, 2017
after four long weeks of training, living
for a week at a time in tents out in the
elements, and learning 81 different
combat positions along with all the
necessary artillery to go along with that
training. She left North Carolina on
January 11, headed to Fort Leonard
Wood in Missouri for a few months of
school for her specialty “Motor
Transport”.

This is a picture of Krista (the taller
girl on the right) that was sent to Judy by
her friends - It was labeled ‘You don’t
want to mess with these two!’ The family
hopes she will be able to come home
afterwards for a visit before heading to
her next assignment! She says hello and
sends her love to
everyone. Thank
you for keeping
her in your
prayers.
As for Jayna
Broude - in
December she
started Martial
Arts classes and
is currently
ranked as a
February 2017

“Tiger”. She was given her white belt to
start. Last week she was tested and
passed to earn her patch and turtle belt.
Judy and Dave are very proud of her!
I jumped in Judi Hempel’s bag on
January 2 for the Tournament of Roses
Parade in Pasadena. She and Dwight
didn’t know I snuck into her coat pocket
the night before when they went with her
niece Renee and husband Bob to see the
floats line up for the parade. They
walked a lot, good thing I was riding in
her pocket. It was really fun to see the
floats up close and personal and to talk
with the drivers, designers and people
who worked to put all of the flowers and
other organic materials on the floats.
I was scared of the tigers and jaguar
on the Western Asset company float
titled “Prosperity in the wild”. They
were so big and looked so real.
My favorite was called “The Cat’s
Away”. It had five big mice playing with
the teacups and teapot. It was made by
the community of Sierra Madre,
California.

Church. Pastor Ryan
served at Holy Spirit for a few years as
Associate Pastor, and Lyndsay is the
daughter of long-time members, Ray and
Devra Betts. (Thanks to our resident
photographer extraordinaire, Kevin
Cannon, for the great shot – see anyone
you know?)

We were all tired and sleepy when
we had to get up to get the car into the
parking garage by 6:00am and be in the
grandstand by 6:30am. It was a chilly
morning waiting for the parade to start at
8 o’clock. Judi and Dwight were glad
that they were on the south side of the
parade route and that there was a
grandstand across the street because all
of the bands played for such a good
crowd. In addition to the floats and
bands, there were a lot of mounted rider
groups and many were in special
costumes. I was glad I was safely up in
the stands because some of those horses
were huge. This was a great experience,
even in the cold and huge crowds—I
hope I can go to the parade another year.
Hey! Did you have a chance to say
hello to Pastor Ryan and Lyndsay
Rouse? They were here for a visit, all
the way from Wisconsin, where Pastor
Ryan is the pastor of Dekorra Lutheran
8

The gift that gives

Thanks to Judy and Judi  for
sharing their stories. Remember to send
me your latest vacation news, children’s
awards, dogs, cats, (yes, even cats –
yikes!) animal news, or fun stories.

Your friend!
Maxwell

Love ever gives,
forgives, outlives
and ever stands
with open hands.
And while it lives, it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative —
to give, and give, and give.
—John Oxenham

“That’s the Spirit”

Community ~ Outreach ~ Prayers
I

Thank-you letter from
Family Promise
Thank you for your generous gift.
I am so grateful for your financial
support of our work. This Christmas
we were able to invite over 82
children to our third Annual Holiday
Party. This party is held at Given’s
Elementary School. Santa was there
and the parents could select gifts for
their children in a separate classroom.
It was magical. And that is exactly
Pour out your Spirit
of unity, triune
God. Renew our
lives in the
promises of
baptism. Hold us
together in the
oneness of the body
of Christ. Empower
us to be one as you
are one.
Pour out your Spirit of life, eternal
God. Move over polluted waters.
Breathe on barren fields. Strengthen
ancient cedars and oaks. Engage us in
your care of sea, land, and sky.
Pour out your Spirit of wisdom, holy
God. Guide politicians and military
officials as they wrestle with complex
situations. Grant them courage and
compassion to work for peace in every
nation.
Pour out your Spirit of justice,
gracious God. Heal the pain of all who
are victims of crime. Be present with all
who are imprisoned. Reconcile broken
relationships with communities. Comfort
the sick and their caregivers, especially
Virginia Bartholomew, Tim Beasley,
Jim & Judy Caison, Steve Castro,
Alora Cavalieri, Bev Dietderich,
Lillian Dilworth, Helen Geraci, Bruce
Hammerstone, Joe Hauser, Susan
Hicks, Sandy Hughes, Ruth Ann
Isaacs, Jo Jirousek, Dave Johnson,
Mike Jolls, Lisa Mueller, Bob Nance,
Jean Pritchett, Keith & Bev Quirk,
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what we hope for all the children we
serve.
Because good people like you
continue to support us financially, we
continue to help homeless parents get
back to work and find affordable
apartments. Seeing the excitement in
the children when they know they are
going to their own apartment is the
best part of our jobs.
Your letter touched my heart.
Our congregations give us so much in
volunteer time and hosting of our
families and that is appreciated. I
know that congregations go through
their own financial challenges and the
value you give us in your compassion
to host families overnight is far
beyond what any dollar could match.
Carol Rinta, Corey Schaefges,
Rebekah Signoretti, Earl & June Wall,
and Nancy Wier.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’
great-granddaughter, Zoey, and her
friend, Angie; Sandy Hughes’ brother,
Dan; Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art;
Linda Middleton’s uncle, and her
friend, Ilan; Mark Middleton’s cousin
Joyce Rose; Dorothy Morrison’s dad,
Bill, and her friends, Dana and Mary;
Dick Moyer’s nephew, Eric (deployed
to Iraq); JoAnn Nance’s sisters, Patti
and Barb, and her dad, Frank; Amy
Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert; and Don
Wittes granddaughter.
We pray for Dana Hackett and all
mourning the death of her mother, Joan;
and Stan Wonola and all those who
mourn the loss of Stan’s sister, Sharon.
Help us to trust your promise of
resurrection life.
Pour out your Spirit of love, glorious
God. Sustain all who knit prayer shawls,
sew quilts, and provide housing for our
neighbors who are homeless. Surround
those who seek warmth and shelter with
grace-filled advocates.
Pour out your Spirit of peace,
resurrecting God. Bring all who grieve
into a community rooted in you. Uphold
them with your grace and keep us all
grounded in your promise of life eternal.
Receive these prayers in the name of
Christ, the light of the world, who is one
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.
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We look forward to 2017 with
gratitude for our volunteers and
donors. You help us provide so much
for our families.
Happy New Year!
Terry Ruth Lindermann
Executive Director
Our next blood
drive is on
Sunday February
26, from 9am –
12pm. You can
sign up online at
http://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?
group=op&hlc=holyspiritlutheran&ho
stlookupcode=holyspiritlutheran
or the connection card.

In all his glory
On the Sunday before Ash
Wednesday, many Christian churches
celebrate the Transfiguration of Our
Lord. After telling his shocked,
uncomprehending disciples that he would
die and rise again, Jesus took Peter,
James and John up a mountain. Suddenly
Jesus appeared
to be glowing!
“He was
transfigured
before them,
and his face
shone like the
sun, and his clothes became white as
light” (Matthew 17:2, ESV).
Moses and Elijah appeared, and a
voice said, “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to him”
(verse 5). Jesus’ disciples fell to the
ground, overcome by fear. But Jesus
touched them, told them not to be afraid
and led them down the mountain.
The disciples witnessed firsthand the
glory and Godhood of Jesus, who would
soon die for the sins of the world and rise
again to give us life.

“That’s the Spirit”

Worship Notes
Transition Takes Time
There is always a sense of urgency when a congregation is
going through an interim period. I hear that so often. Part of
the early stages of the transition period is for the interim to
learn as much as possible about you, your history and your
sense of the future. I will be working with the Council to
develop a list of milestone events that will shape the process.
These events will be displayed prominently in the Fellowship
Hall. This process is very transparent. There will be multiple
times for you to offer suggestions, support and prayers for
Holy Spirit.

Transition Takes A Team

Pastor Tom Anderson

My role is to support you in the upcoming months to
determine the direction of the congregation in your search for
the next spiritual leader. But, NOT by myself. The Council
will be selecting a team of six people who will begin the task
of defining the history, mission and future of the congregation.
They will need your help. There will be congregational
gatherings. These are vital occasions as we seek the core
values and needs of the church. The Transition Team has an
overall purpose of presenting to Bishop Steve Talmage the
Ministry Site Profile. That is a lengthy glimpse at who we are,
filled with statistics, reports from history and mission groups,
as well as survey answers we will be compiling. We will have
surveys sent to you via emails from time to time. These are so
important because they will give us clarity about the kind of
pastor Holy Spirit seeks.

Interim Thoughts
Thank you so much for the kindness showed to Diane and me
during the installation service and coffee hour afterwards on
January 8. It has been a great privilege to get to know you and
to sense how you imagine Holy Spirit with its new pastor.

Bishop Talmage then approves that Ministry Site Profile and
uses its findings to help him develop a list of the best Pastoral
candidates for Holy Spirit. The final step is for the Council to
select the Call Committee which works with the Bishop to
arrange for interviews with the candidates until one is
selected. I will write more about the Call Committee in the
intervening weeks.

Transition Takes Prayer
I invite you to pray for our Council as they prepare the
Transition Team membership. Prayers will be offered at all
services for this discernment process. Our new Wednesday
Morning Prayer Group meets at 9:30am. They are tasked with
praying for members and friends in need. They also will be
praying for transition needs of Holy Spirit. Blessings to all of
you. Thanks for being a great congregation.

I hope I have made it a welcoming word that I’d like to meet
with you. Tell me your stories of faith and what your ideas
and dreams are for Holy Spirit. My best times are from
Tuesdays to Thursdays during the week. I have meetings on
Tuesday evenings but am available before those meetings to
talk and to learn more from you. Let’s make this happen.

Pastor Tom Anderson

Catholics & Lutherans come together

The service was held at the
Guardian Angel Cathedral on the
Strip. Our own Bishop Steve
Talmage represented the Lutherans
as a speaker, with Reverend Paul
Hansen as one of the presiders. The
theme of the worship service was
“From Conflict to Communion
Lutheran-Catholic Commemoration
of the Reformation.”

On Thursday evening, January 19, approximately 100-150
Catholics and Lutherans met for a joint worship service of
prayer and thanksgiving, to observe the 500th anniversary of
the Protestant Reformation. Holy Spirit was well-represented
by at least 15 members: Faye, Loretta, Jim, Patti, Dean,
Marcia, Yvonne, Keith, Jackie, Ron, Ruth Ann, Amy,
Caroline, Terry and Mary, as well as Elaine Hansen. For a
small Lutheran church way out in the Northwest, this was a
very good representation of our church.
February 2017
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——

Terry West,
Gina Eilers
Mark Myers
Stan Wonola
Zania Smith
Ryan Wang
Michele Beck
Jan Myers
Carol Rinta
Eric Morrison
Carrie Rastello
Terri Veach-Geiger
Ruby Collins
Brenda Brechler-Hudak
Larry Eilers
Richard Cohn
Shante Manning
Laurelei Ryan
Janice Schrumm
Virginia Bartholomew
Mariann Blackmon
Kristin Kerr
Kevin Cannon
Eileen Dunster
Za'kia Clark
Dottie Stockton
Cindy White

2/1
2/2
2/2
2/2
2/3
2/3
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/6
2/6
2/6
2/7
2/9
2/9
2/11
2/12
2/12
2/12
2/16
2/16
2/20
2/21
2/25
2/26
2/28
2/28

Jimmy & Nancy McDonald 2/5/77
Mark & Jan Myers
2/14/86
Rich/Marsha Stephenson 2/14/76

Mariann Blackmon
Sheila Caison
4613 Fireside
Las Vegas, NV 89110
Thelma Esteban
702-848-5453

God’s conversation hearts
From: Navajo Lutheran Mission
It is so encouraging to receive a gift
from a generous donor that allows us
to say “yes” to one more child, family
or elderly adult that relies on Navajo
Lutheran Mission. You are receiving
this special thank you greeting
because YOU have stepped into the
lives of the Navajo people with this
kind of love and hope. Your
generosity has made possible more
than we could ask or imagine.
More community members than
ever need the comfort and strength
that pulses through Navajo Lutheran
Mission. Because of YOU, our doors
are always open to deserving Navajo
people whose lives are inspired by
your generosity.
Your gifts are used wisely so that
more and more families in this
community can benefit. On behalf of
the Board of Directors and the staff
here at Navajo Lutheran Mission –
THANK YOU.
Kate Adelman,
Executive Director

From June Wall
Thank you all for your calls, cards,
visits and most of all your prayers for
my recovery during my fall and hip
surgery. Also for your support of my
daughter, Carol Rinta. Bless you all.

February 2017

From: Bill & Debbie Miller
Merry Christmas! We are enjoying yet
another hot Christmas! Excited that our
Christmas program sold out for both
showings at the main theatre in town.
Thanks for your letter about
support! We know that Holy Spirit is
going through a difficult period
financially and we really appreciate your
sacrificial giving!
In Him,
Bill and Debbie
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Those familiar conversation
hearts that show up every February
can be more than just trite romantic or
friendly sayings. Use them to remind
you — or to teach a child — of the
greatest love of all: God’s love for us,
which empowers our love for others.
For example:
♥ TRUE LOVE: What love is
truer than giving up one’s only Son so
people might have everlasting life?
(John 3:16).
♥ BE MINE: Jesus knows us
intimately, as a shepherd knows his
sheep. No one can snatch us from Him
(John 10:27-29).
♥ FOREVER: God loves us with
an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
♥ LOVE ME: The greatest
commandment is to love God with our
whole being (Luke 10:27).
♥ TRUST ME: “Let not your
hearts be troubled.” We can count on
Jesus, now and for eternal life (John
14:1-3).
♥ SWEET TALK: God’s words
are sweeter than honey (Psalm
119:103).
♥ BE GOOD: We show our love
for Christ by keeping His commands
(John 14:15).
♥ CALL ME: God longs to be in
fellowship with us. We can talk to him
anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).
♥ FRIENDS: The greatest love
involves laying down your life for
your friends (John 15:13) — precisely
what Jesus did.
♥ #1: “We love because [God]
first loved us” (1 John 4:19).
“That’s the Spirit”

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
FEBRUARY 2017
Fe b r u ar y 4 / 5

Fe b r u ar y 1 1/ 12

Fe b r u ar y 1 8 / 19

Fe br u ar y 2 5/ 26

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Mark & Jan
Myers

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:45am

Rich & Marsha
Stephenson

Keith & Jackie
Hopkey

Terri Veach-Geiger
Carol Townsend

Dean & Marcia
Chapman

11:15am

Bill &Sharon
Wilderman

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Jennie Zweifel
Alberta Raggs

Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Mark & Jan
Myers

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:45am

Gordon Bogner
Dick Moyer

Mike & Matthew
McMahan

Jim & Patti
Cassidy

Stanley & Mirium
Tsui

11:15am

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Dwight Hempel
Joshua Anderson

5:30pm

Mark Myers

Faye Bastarache

Dick Kovach

Faye Bastarache

8:45am

Zachary Nance

Charlie Kesling

Lynne Bogner

Marsha Stephenson

11:15am

Jennie Zweifel

Karen Harris

Mark Middleton

Judi Hempel

Acolyte

11:15am

Shamika Manning

Damond Bryant

Thaddeus Nance

Jeremiah Anderson

Child Assist

8:45am

Leilani Hanisch
Thaddeus Nance

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Brian Caison
Douglas Caison

Gaverial Rinta
Julius Quarnstrom

Prepare

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Thao McMahan

Clare Levin

5:30pm

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

8:45am

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Thao McMahan

Barbara Butler

11:15am

Ann Taylor

Jennifer Vaughn

Jennifer Anderson

Sharon Manning

TIMES

Assisting
Minister

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:45 Church Office/702 645-1777
 11:15 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 
LESSONS
February 4/5
5th Weekend after Epiphany Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20
February 11/12 6th Weekend after Epiphany Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9;
Matthew 5:21-37
February 18/19 7th Weekend after Epiphany Leviticus 19:102, 9-18; Psalm 119:33-40; I Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23;
Matthew 5:38-48
February 25/26 Transfiguration of Our Lord Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

February 2017
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February 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FELLOWSHIP
BAKE SALE
19
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

6
9:30 Army of One
12p Senior Meal
6p KidSong
9:30a Women in the
NarAnon 6p Spirit
12p Stories with
Ms. Judi
12p Senior Meal
7p Handbells

7

8
9:30a The Mighty
Prayer Group
12p Senior Meal
6:45p "Come & Be"
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

13
14
9:30 Army of One
NEWSLETTER
9:30a Women in the
DEADLINE
12p Senior Meal
Spirit
Genealogy Writers 5p 12p Senior Meal
6p Women's Bible Study 12p Stories with
6p KidSong
Ms. Judi
Genealogy Group 6p 6:30p Executive Comm
NarAnon 6p 7p Handbells
VALENTINE'S DAY
21
9:30 Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meal
12p Stories with
Ms. Judi
Office Closed
NarAnon 6p 6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

26
27
8:45a Contemporary
12p Senior Meal
6p KidSong
Worship
9a-12p Blood Drive
NarAnon 6p
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

9
12p Senior Meal
12p Senior Meal
2p Staff Meeting
6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

10

11
10a Tole Painters
5:30p Traditional
Worship

15

16
12p Senior Meal
12p Senior Meal
6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

17

18
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group
5:30p Traditional
Worship

22

23
12p Senior Meal
12p Senior Meal
6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

24

25
9a-2p Nananon
Step Workshop
5:30p Traditional
Worship

9:30a The Mighty
Prayer Group
12p Senior Meal
6:45p "Come & Be"
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

28
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
Spirit
12p Senior Meal
12p Stories with
Ms. Judi
7p Handbells

4
9a-1p Recovery Alumni
Pancake Breakfast
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

FELLOWSHIP
BAKE SALE

9:30a The Mighty
Prayer Group
12p Senior Meal
6:45p "Come & Be"
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

20

SATURDAY
3

12p Senior Meal
12p Senior Meal
6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

9:30a The Mighty
Prayer Group
12p Senior Meal
6:45p "Come & Be"
Worship
7:30p Rejoice Band

5
8:45a Contemporary
Worship/FaithWalk
Rite of Welcome
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
12:30p Salad Potluck
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
12
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
10a Sunday School/
Confirmation
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

FRIDAY
2

`

1

ASH WEDNESDAY

"That's the Spirit"

13

Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION
Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

ONE PAN RANCH PORK CHOPS with CRISPY POTATOES (Recipe Lion)
Prep time: 10 mins — Cook time: 30 mins — Total time: 40 mins — Serves: 4

3 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons butter, melted
3 teaspoons minced garlic
1 (1 ounce) packet ranch seasoning mix (just the dried seasoning)
1 lb baby red potatoes, halved
4 thick-cut bone-in pork chops (about 7 ounces each)
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Line a large, rimmed
baking sheet with foil (for easy clean up) and spray
with cooking spray.
2. In a small bowl, whisk together olive oil, butter, garlic
and ranch seasoning.
3. Place potatoes in a single layer on the baking sheet
and drizzle with about half of the oil mixture. Toss to
coat.
4. Place in the oven for 15 minutes to give the potatoes a
head start in the cooking.
5. Remove potatoes from the oven and place pork chops
on the baking sheet with the potatoes.
6. Brush pork chops with remaining oil mixture and place baking sheet back in the
oven to cook for an additional 10-15 minutes, or until pork is golden and cooked
through.
7. For a crispy, charred finish place the sheet pan under the broiler for 2-3 more
minutes.

