
MAY HILITES 

 5/7 Parking Lot Sale 

 5/8 Mother’s Day 

 5/16 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 5/17 Church Council 

 5/21-22 Rev Tom Maatta of LSSN,  
  Guest Preacher 

 5/22 Spaghetti Feed 

 5/30 Memorial Day 
  Office Closed 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 ““TThhaatt’’ss  tthhee  SSppiirriitt””  
 “…A family of Christians dedicated to sharing the love and Good News of forgiveness and salvation  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Engage ~ Equip ~ Embrace 

 A Newsletter of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church May 2011 

  

Inside this Issue 
DOVE TALES 

Page 2 

PASTOR PAUL 
Page 3 

STEWARDSHIP 
Page 4 

MUSIC MINISTER 
Page 5 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR 
Page 6 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
Page 7 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Page 8 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 
Page 9 

MAXWELL’S MUSINGS 
Page 10 

DISCIPLESHIP/SMALL GROUPS 
Page 11 

COMMUNITY MINISTRY 
Page 12 

SEMINARY NOTES 
Page 13 

FELLOWSHIP 
Page 14 

MENDOZA MINISTRIES 
Page 15 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Page 16 

BITS ’n’ PIECES 
Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Page 17 

WORSHIP ASSISTAN 
TS 

Page 18 

MAY CALENDAR 
Page 19 

FOOD FOR THE SPIRIT 
Page 20 

 



May 2011  “That’s the Spirit” 2 

Dove Tales 

Angels 
Corner

We are all angels 
with only one wing.  

We can only fly while 
embracing each 

other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD'S WORK. 

Thanks… 

… to Maxine Harju for leading the 
Adult Discipleship team... 
… to Leah Daniell for coordinating 
the Book Club…

… to Ben Dahlke and Tim for leading 
KidSong… 
… to Ruby Collins for donating 
placemats and children’s toy cars at a 
recent gathering at the church… 
… to Sally Magnuson for helping 
with the Lenten worship services… 
… to leaders of FaithWalk... 
… to our musicians for sharing their 
gifts… 
... to Ron and Ruth Ann Isaacs and 
Terry and Mary West for preparing 
the bulletins each week for worship... 
... to Kathleen Cloutier and Joy 
Grigsby for coordinating the 
Ministry for Seniors Team...

... to the Sunday School teachers for 
preparing lessons and teaching our 
youngest Christians... 
... to Victoria Delgado and Jason 
Coffey for running the sound 
booth/video slides at the 
contemporary worship services... 
... to Phil Butler, Dean Chapman, 
James Elliott, John Granttham, 
Dwight Hempel, Keith Hopkey, 
Ron Isaacs, Mike Jolls, Eric 
Morrison, Pete Oleson and Eric 
Olsen for their work in taking down 
old trees and sprucing the landscape... 
... to the Fellowship Team for 
hosting the “Soup & Bread” suppers 
during Lent and ALL the SOUP 
MAKERS! 
 

My Spirit Hungers for New Life 

 I truly believe in 
God’s mercy and that he 
genuinely loves and 
cares about me.  He gave 
wisdom to our leadership 
team in bringing forth 
the simple beautiful 
worship services we 
enjoyed on five 
Wednesday nights.  For those who did not 
attend, you missed an awesome chance to 
grow closer to the Lord.  The service was 
very simple, but yet extremely powerful.   

 On March 9, we celebrated Ash Wednesday, and on 
March 11, a very large percentage of the management team of 
the company I worked for were dismissed by a new set of 
owners, including me, after 22 years in a leadership position.  
I was very blessed in that I had a week’s warning, whereas 
other managers were given hours notice of their terminations.  
Harsh… I would say so.  The last few weeks have been 
difficult, with every day, new e-mails bringing news of other 
managers being dismissed.  I was very close to my 
administrative assistants and maintained an open dialogue 
with them.  They obviously were as concerned as I was for 
their job security.  This is part of an e-mail that I sent to one of 
my Christian leaders in my department after one of those 
beautiful services.  
 “Anyway, the reason for the e-mail—I am having a hard 
time letting go of taking care of my team; I guess I still feel 
responsible, and when you guys hurt, so do I.  Last night at the 

Lenten service, we had this chant we sang over and over (at 
least 20 times)… 
“My soul thirsts for God.  My spirit hungers for new life." 
 Of course when it was time for bed, Nancy and I prayed 
together as we usually do and she knew I was hurting.  I went 
to sleep, but poorly.  I kept silently singing that chant over and 
over and over.  I generally don’t remember any dreams if I 
even dream, but I did last night.  In the dream I was constantly 

singing the chant, while I was 
in this factory.  The factory was 
manufacturing faces for people, 
new faces.  There weren’t any 
features yet, so I couldn’t tell 
who or what they looked like.  

 “Well, Nancy being the good wife that she is, listened to 
me this morning and we analyzed my dream and constantly 
repeating the chant.  We felt that God was telling me that He 
is going to take care of ALL of us.  He is going to provide a 
new life for all of us.  Maybe some of you will remain at the 
Riv (Riviera), and some will leave, but it will be good.  With 
Nancy’s last word on it while walking out the door for her job, 
was that I need to “Let Go and let God,” I felt a pretty good 
sense of peace after that, and I just 
wanted to get something to you 
guys, to just let you know that God 
impressed his peace upon me last 
night, and I am at peace about all of 
you, and where you will eventually 
end, and myself.  I’m not saying the 
journey might not be rough getting 
to that station in your lives, but it will all end up well.” 
New Life (continued page7) 
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Pastor Paul’s Letter 

 

May 2011 

Dear friends in Christ, 

The season of Easter is the time of the church year to 
especially consider the gift of new life that has been 
given us in our baptism into the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus!  With Jesus’ 
resurrection, God has already begun God’s new creation of God’s people and 
of creation. 
Are you experiencing that new life?  If you have to honestly answer, “No, I don’t 
think so,” here is some good news!  In the Bible, especially the New 
Testament, God has given us guidance so that we can be plugged into the 
resurrected life of Jesus. 
Lutheran pastor, the Rev. Michael Foss, has put into contemporary language 
six marks of discipleship that are remarkably similar to what Martin Luther 
called the marks of the church.  These are ways that we nurture and maintain 
life-giving relationship with the living God who raised up Jesus from the dead 
and promises to do for us who believe, as well.  But that promise is not only for 
when we die; it’s also for here and now! 
Are you seeking more life in your spiritual journey?  Why not open up to a 
POWERSURGE?  Rev. Foss uses the consonants in that dynamic word to 
remind us to practice six healthy habits or marks of discipleship.  Holy Spirit’s 
strategic plan emphasizes discipleship for all of us.  
So “P” stands for pray daily.  Are you humbling yourself before God and 
honoring the God who has given himself on the cross for on-going relationship 
with you by intentionally making time to pray each day?   
“W” stands for worship weekly.  Many of us seem to think that if we worship 
once or twice a month, we’re doing just fine.  But God has designed us with a 
need to gather frequently and regularly for worship.  If you’re not hearing good 
news when you worship with the people of Holy Spirit, then please tell me 
about that.  But if you want more spiritual life, you need to make weekly 
worship a priority. 
“R” stands for Bible reading.  A relationship involves listening to the other, and 
one of the best ways we listen to God is by reading the Bible.  It’s best to 
discuss and study together in community (even if that’s only one or two more 
people) because our individual understanding needs to be augmented by the 
understanding of others, and they need our understanding, as well. 
“S” stands for serving in and beyond the congregation.  Jesus is our example, 
and as counterintuitive as it may seem, our lives take on meaning and joy as 
we serve others. 
The second “R” stands for nurturing relationships.  Holy Spirit’s mission 
statement says that our purpose is partly to “engage in relationships.”  Pray for 
new or deeper friendships through which you may hear or share the good news 
of Jesus! 
And, finally, “G” stands for give generously.  We’ve talked for years at Holy 
Spirit about how we have a need to give, more than God has a need for “our” 
money.   Giving generously and sacrificially is a way to allow God to show you 
that God takes care of His people. 
How about taking a POWERSURGE dare for the next couple of months?  
Practice these marks of discipleship to the best of your ability and see if you 
don’t start experiencing more of the risen life of our Savior! 

Your friend in faith, 
 
 

Pastor Paul Hansen 
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Stewardship  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make It Simple 
’m sorry to say 
I’ve been 
remiss in 

writing monthly 
articles for the 
newsletter.  My 
son is in 
Afghanistan and 
I’ve had a hard 
time focusing! 
 At any rate, I have received the 
“Make It Simple” assessments and 
would like to thank those of you who 
turned them in.  Many of the 
respondents said they would like to 
learn to live more simply.   
 Don’t we all wish there were 48 
hours in a day?  Doesn’t it seem like 
we are so busy?  I am read ing “Tis a 
Gift to be Simple” by Barbara and 
David Sorensen, which is about their 
spiritual journey toward simplicity.  
They were incredibly busy people, 
with three kids.  In her Bible study, 
they were discussing the gift of 

perfume that the 
woman poured 
over Jesus’ feet.  
The leader asked 
the group what 
expensive thing 
they could pour on 
Jesus’ feet today.  
No one had a 
quick answer, but 

finally one weary woman said, 
“Time.”  Th is got Barbara thinking, 
“Why are we always so busy, so tired, 
always in a rush, and what are we 
missing along the way?” 

 She discussed this with her 
husband, who in itially was reluctant 
for anything to change.  His issue was 
mainly material th ings, and that they 
weren’t liv ing extravagantly, just 
comfortably.  He didn’t want to give 
any thing up.  His epiphany was when 
their third ch ild was born and had to 
have immediate emergency to save his 
life.  He said, “This incident changed 
the way I understood the gifts God had 
given me, and my motivation to care 
for those gifts.” 
 They found a place for God.  
They both worked in a church, and 
before this change, they both felt that 
they were doing this for God.  But 
they were so busy, they realized they 
couldn’t hear God’s still, small voice.  
They thought they were living the 
American Dream, but realized it was 
actually the “American Heresy.” 
 So how do we simplify our lives?  
I will just give a few ideas, to take 
some “baby steps.”   
 Don’t do more than you feel 
capable.  As we all know, if your cup 
is empty, you have nothing to give 
anyone!   

 
 I used to be a stressed and busy 
person.  My epiphany came when I 
gave birth to twins!  They required so 
much care I had to completely change 
my outlook on life.  I could barely 
leave the house!  And, it was pretty 
expensive having twins, so material 
things had to be cut drastically.   

 I was really into “clean.”  That 
had to go out the window, as well.  
We didn’t live in a truly dirty house; it 
was just that certain housekeeping 
chores went undone for longer periods 
of time.   
 Another thing I did (and still do) 
is to do several errands at once, in a 
circle, so to speak.  That saves time 
and gas, which is so expensive now!   
 I write out a list of what needs to 
be done every week, according to their 
priority.  It  can take a lot of fo rtitude 
to do this, as things pop up 
unexpectedly.  I say to myself, “Does 
this have to happen today?” 
 God created us with the power to 
choose!  We can change how we 
spend our time, one of our most 
precious gifts, to be able to spend 
more time with God, family and 
friends. 

Until next month,  
Denise Azbill 

 

Protect your 
family 
against the 
unexpected 

Too often, people 
work hard to 
build their assets, 
then fail to 
protect them. 
Without proper protection, the money 
you’re working so hard to save could 
be lost if you were to die or suffer an 
illness or injury.  Are you protected?  
…unexpected (continued page 13) 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS March 2011 Year-to-Date 2011 

Ministry Program Income $  39,117.44 $   118,816.81 

Ministry Program Expenses $  38,704.18 $   120,204.75 

Difference $      413.26 $    - 1,387.94 

Debt/Building Income $   5,109.04 $    18,474.57 

Debt/Building Expenses $   6,953.00 $    20,859.00 
 

Difference $  -1,843.96 $   - 2,384.43 
 

NET INCOME $ - 1,430.70 
12,488.16839.46 

$   - 3,772.37 

I 
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Music Minister 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Baritone Charles Johnston to 
perform 

 
Holy S pirit will welcome baritone 
singer Charles Johnston to sing in 
worship on Sunday, May 15, at the 
9:30am and 11:00am services. Mr. 
Johnston was here last year at one of 
our traditional services. I hope 
everyone will get a chance to hear his 
wonderful voice and powerful 
message. 
 He presents sacred classics and 
will be singing three for us. I look 
forward to his visit and we’ll be 
making plans for a fu ll concert at a 
later date.  
 Here’s what the website for 
Music Serving the Word Ministries 
has to say. 
 Inspired baritone soloist Charles 
Johnson brings powerful renditions of 
sacred music classics to Music 
Serving the Word Ministries in the 
form of Sacred Music Concerts, 
accompanied by keyboardist Dale 
Niehaus. His presentation embraces 
the philosophy of Martin Luther,  
“… for besides theology, music is the 
only art capable of affording peace 
and joy of the heart.” 
 His interest in the many facets of 
music has taken Johnson from the 
operatic stage to night clubs, from 
concerts to sanctuaries and into the 
music business as well. Johnson is the 

co-founder of Limeliters, one of 
Nashville’s most successful talent 
agencies. Meanwhile, he has been a 
choral director since his teenage 
years, serving churches in Chicago, 
Nashville, Colorado and California. 
He currently serves as Executive 
Director of the Majesty Foundation. 

Parablelooza! It’s coming! 
I mentioned in 
last month’s 
newsletter that 
it’s time to 
make p lans for 
the summer 
break. Our 
youth music 
camp is one 
opportunity for 
teens to have 
fun and do 
something positive and reward ing. 
This summer, campers will present 
Parablelooza! It’s a musical and game 
show all rolled into one, with lots of 
audience participation. You won’t 
want to miss it. The performance will 
be on Friday, July 1, at 6:30pm.  

The TeenSong 
Music Camp 
(formerly 
known as the 
Sonshine 
Band Camp) is 
for youth 
entering 6th through 12th grades. 
Youth have a great time over two 
weeks while preparing a musical. 
There's also a field trip and 
opportunities to learn about theater 
from professionals.  
 The 2011 summer camp will be 
from June 20 through July 1, 
Monday-Friday, 12:00pm-5:00pm. 
The camp fee is $30, which includes a 
T-shirt, practice CD, music, camp 
DVD, and snacks. 

KidS ong 
summer 
camp is in 
August 

The younger 
kids won’t be 

left out of the summer fun. The 

KidS ong Music Camp will be on 
August 1-5, from 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
The camp is for ch ild ren entering 
kindergarten through 5th grade. 
Campers have a fun-filled week 
making and learning all about music. 
Then they present a musical program 
for family and friends on the last day 
of camp. The camp fee is $20, which 
includes a T-shirt, camp DVD, and 
snacks. 

Thanks for a great season 

 
Our 2010-2011 choir season will soon 
come to an end. All our music g roups 
break fo r the summer from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day. But, that 
doesn’t mean the music stops. We 
have a summer music schedule that 
gives us a chance to do something 
different. In addition to the summer 
camps we have a Summer Handbell 
Choir and a summer chorus. Also, 
Faye Bastarache, David Bruley, and 
Ben Dahlke will be lead ing some of 
our worship music while I take a break 
to rest and rejuvenate. 
 Thanks to all the musicians who 
have contributed music this past year. 
Simply FABulous! 

Blessings, 
 

 
 
 

 

Tim Beasley 
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Ministry Coordinator

 
 

 
 

Grace and 
peace be yours in abundance through 
the knowledge of God. 2 Peter 1:2 

 
aithWalk is a faith formation 
process of spiritual growth and 
renewal for those who want to 
be baptized, renew their 

baptism, become a member of Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church, or for those 
who want to know more about God 
and life in Christ.  FaithWalk seeks to 
respond to those questioning faith and 
for those with faith—seeking 

understanding.  
FaithWalk is for 
those who want to 
know more about 
becoming part of 
the ministry at 
Holy Spirit 
Lutheran 
Church, long-
time members of 
Holy Spirit, and 

for “cradle” Lutherans.  FaithWalk is a 
process to develop and equip disciples 
to live out their faith in daily life.  
 Additionally, FaithWalk is an 
evangelistic tool.  We live in a culture 
where all around us people are 
searching for God and for meaning, 
belonging, healing, and hope.  The 
Holy Spirit continues to call people to 
faith in Christ; some will be new to 

faith and will seek baptism; others 
may be Christians who are frustrated 
with organized religion, but have a 

desire to 
deepen their 
relationship 
with God and 
develop a 
better 
understanding 
of their faith 

in Jesus.  So the Inquiry period 
(“Come and See”) is designed to give 
all those “seeking” a closer look at 
what FaithWalk and a personal 
relationship with God is all about. I 
have heard the analogy equating the 
Inquiry period with a porch.   
 Dan Benedict, author of “Come to 
the Waters”, writes: “A porch says, 
‘Come sit down.  Rest a while.  We 
can talk.’ On the porch, neighbors can 
meet and talk, without going inside.  
Porches are in-between structures.  
Between the steps and the interior, the 
porch offers people a place to be.  
Porches allow for discovery and for 
testing relationships.  
 Congregations need a ministry 
structure that serves as a porch so that 
people who live in the house and 
people passing by can get to know 
each other.  Without a porch, persons, 
who do not know the life of faith, may 
be rushed into the church without 
needed spiritual formation, or they 
will stagnate on the sidewalk.  Your 
congregation is a household of faith.  
As a people of faith, you live together 
in worship, service, study, and mutual 
care.  Some of your people were born 
in the house, and it has always been 

home to them.  Others came up the 
front steps because someone invited 
them.  The steps represent all the ways 
the congregation invites and offers 
access to the household of faith.   

 
 A porch allows people a gracious, 
unthreatening space in which to say 
hello, tell stories, and sense what the 
people who live inside are like, how 
they think, and what really matters to 
them.  Churches need porches.”   
 In my article last month, I 
mentioned that the next Inquiry period 
(“Come and See”) for FaithWalk, 
would begin in May.  However, 
recognizing the importance of offering 
more than one opportunity to 
participate in FaithWalk each year, the 
Adult Discipleship team has 
reconsidered the May start date in 
favor of hosting two shorter courses of 
FaithWalk.  The next Inquiry period, 
“Come and See”, will begin in 
September. 
 Begin praying about who you will 
invite to the porch and for those God 
will lead to the porch.  

With Joy! 
Devra 

 

Serve as Assembly 
Delegates? 

 Are you interested in seeing how 
our ELCA congregations in Arizona 
and southern Nevada (the Grand 
Canyon Synod) come together to do 
ministry?  Would you like to help 
conduct some of the important 
business of our synod?  Would you 
like to meet some great people?  The 
annual Grand Canyon Synod 
Assembly takes place June 10-11 
(Friday morning through Saturday 
afternoon) in Phoenix.  Besides 
Pastors Paul and Ryan, Holy Spirit 

is able to send 
two lay 
voting 
members, one 
male and one 
female.  
 The 
assembly agenda includes voting on 
resolutions, receiving reports from 
synodical and churchwide (ELCA) 
ministries, worship, Bible study and 
elections to synodical and churchwide 
positions.  The assembly will begin at 
8am on Friday and conclude at 4pm 
on Saturday.  We will travel to 

Phoenix Thursday evening and return 
to Las Vegas Saturday evening. 
 Voting members usually come 
away from the assembly with a much 
deeper appreciation of ministries of 
the synod and ELCA.  Please speak to 
Pastor Paul if you are interested in 
more information or desire to serve as 
a voting member. 
 

 

 

F 

Devra Betts 
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 Worship and Music 

 
 

 usually concentrate on our church 
year and our progression through it.  

Here we are, with a blink of an eye, in 
the season after Easter.  We 
participated in some wonderful and 
meaningful worship experiences.  
These were new to us but not to those 
Christians who passed long before us.  
How humbling to prayerfully live our 
personal faith during the New Holden 
Evening Prayer services throughout 
the Lenten season!  I know for myself 
that, while I couldn’t participate much, 
the effect of personal prayer and 
candle lighting was extremely 
powerful.  Our God is most certainly a 
very personal God! 

 
Experiences during Holy Week 

are always difficult to put into words.  
Each of us has our own intimate 
reactions.  The Easter Vigil patterned 
after the early Christians’ worship, 
provided an indescribably 
overwhelming bridge to Christ’s 
glorious resurrection celebration on 
Easter.  

 We are so blessed in many ways 
and I feel as this team’s leader, I have 
become an expert on blessings.  Not 
being able to participate in the 
planning and execution of our Lent 
and Easter seasons has left me 
overwhelmed by the willingness of 
our brothers 
and sisters in 
Christ.  Our 
team said 
“don’t worry 
about 
anything”.  Each one stepped forward 
and saw to it that everything ran 
smoothly.  Few, except those with 
added responsibility, knew there were 
any changes.  (Editor’s note: For 
those of you who may not have known, 
Norma had foot surgery which has left 
her immobile for a period of time.)  

So, what I want to say is “one of 
the greatest blessings in this 
congregation is its people”.  Our Lord 
has given us members who show love, 
generosity, kindness, empathy, 
willingness, and a host of other gifts 
that they share.  God bless you all 
and thank you for your love and 
kindness.    

Norma Kesling 
Worship & 

Music Team 
Leader

  
he Church Council has 
authorized summer worship 
hours again for June, July and 

August.  However, this summer, in 
addition to altering the contemporary 
worship service times, we will make a 
slight adjustment with the 11 o’clock 
traditional service, as well.   
 The Adult Discipleship Team 
desires to offer some classes for adults 
this summer, and we will also very 
likely offer some ESL Bible studies 
for adults on Sunday mornings.  In 
order that class participants and 
worshippers have the best opportunity 
to both study and worship, we desire 
to have the worship and study hours 
closer together than last summer.  So, 
once again there will be one 
contemporary service beginning at 
9am; but this summer the Sunday 
traditional service will shift to a 
10:30am start time.  (We’ll probably 
all appreciate wrapping the morning 
up a little earlier in the heat of the 
summer.)  
  Our Saturday traditional worship 
service will continue at 5:30pm.   
 Remember, blessed are the 
flexible, for they will not be bent out 
of shape! 
 
 
 

 

New Life (continued from page 2) 

 I received some e-mails back that thanked me for giving 
them some peace, and that they now were no longer as 
anxious about the future.  Through the Grace of our Lord, and 
the Lenten Services, I was able to convey to them a serenity 
and calmness while their worlds are also in turmoil.   
 Amazingly, I have been able to stay pretty calm, even 
knowing that I’m a 60-year old man that needs to go out there 
and start beating the bushes for a job, instead of preparing for 
my early planned retirement.  
 

 I just have this powerful feeling that God is going to 
provide a new life for me that will be more gratifying with less 

stress than before, just like it said it the 
chant “My spirit hungers for new life”.  
Thank you Pastors Paul and Ryan, and 
the beautiful music from Tim, for those 
powerful and blessed evening services, as 
they have truly sustained me. 

Jimmy McDonald 

I T 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
through Christian Education and Fellowship.   

 
hank you to all the parents who 
donated filled Easter eggs for our 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt on 
April 17!  The elementary Sunday 
School children really enjoyed the egg 
hunt and took home plenty of eggs, 
thanks to all of you!   
 Thank you to Chelsey Sanderock 
and all of the youth who helped count, 
divide and hide the Easter eggs for the 
younger children to find.  You did a 
great job! 

We also appreciate 
your support of 
Mahamadou, the 
8-year old boy in 
Mali, Africa 
whom our Sunday 
School sponsors 
through World 
Vision.  April 17 
was our offering 

collection day for Mahamadou.  At the 
time of this writing, we do not have a 
count for the total collected, however 
it was several full containers of 
change, so thank you!  

Thanks also to Jan and Joe Ferraro 
for leading the Children’s Lenten 
Program during March and April! 

As you may 
have seen in 
the past couple 
of weekend 
bulletins, we 
are 
considering 

offering Summer Sunday School for 
elementary age children in June and 
July, IF we have leaders who step up 
for this ministry.  Curriculum will be 
provided for two multi-age level 
groups.  Please sign up on the 
connection card if you are interested 
in leading Summer Sunday School or 
are able to help.  

Vacation Bible School 
is just around the 
corner!  Plan to bring 
all the children you 
know to the “Big 
Jungle Adventure” 
July 11- 15 from 6:00-
8:30 p.m.  Thank you 

to Jennifer Anderson for stepping up 
to be VBS Director again this year!  
Look for more information from Jen 
re: planning meetings, signing up to 
help etc.  

NO Sunday School on 
Mother’s Day, May 8 
- As most of our 
Sunday School teachers 
are also mothers, we 
would like to honor 
them by giving them 
the day off from 
teaching to spend with 
their families!  Happy 

Mother’s Day to ALL mothers!  There 
will also be NO Sunday School on 
May 29 for the Memorial Day 
weekend. 

The last day of Sunday School for the 
regular Sunday School term is June 5.  
On this day, awards will be given for 
excellent Sunday School attendance 
for the year as well as special treats 
and activities.  Please bring your 
PRAYER PILLOWS to Sunday 
School on June 5 to receive your next 
Prayer Card.  If you have not yet 
received a Prayer Pillow, you will 
receive one on June 5.  

In His Service 
Gwen Jolls 

Team Leader 

 

 
Congratulations to the following students who had Perfect Attendance for the month of March 2011: 

KG/1st Grade 
Chloe Schoenwald 

 
 

2nd/3rd Grade 
Michael Geiger 

 
 

4th/5th Grade 
Tyler Schoenwald 

 
 
 

Middle/High School 
Hollianna LeFevre 
Jayde Sanderock 

 The preschool storytime, aka 
“Stories with Ms. Judi” is off to a 
good start.  During the month of May, 
we will meet on Thursday mornings at 
10 o’clock.  The themes for each date 
are: 

May 5 .............. Mothers 
May 12 ............... Babies 
May 19 .............. Houses 
May 26 ............ Gardens  

 Parents and caregivers are 
encouraged to participate in the 
storytime. 

Questions?  Contact Judi at 586-
1547 or email her at 
storygirl1808@aol.com. 

Judi Hempel 
 
 

T 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

 
 

 
Youth Nights May 1, 15, 22, 29 – 5-7pm 
Youth & Family Team Meeting May 3 – 6pm 
Confirmation May 4, 11, 18, 25 – 6pm 
Parking Lot Sale May 7 – 7a-12pm 
 
 
 
Annual Parking Lot Sale 
Saturday, May 7, 7am-12pm 

It isn’t too late!  You can still 
help support our youth in 
several ways during this 
event: 

1. Rent a parking lot 
space to sell your 
‘treasures’ (like a 
garage sale) $25 

2. Rent a table for an additional $5 to use in your space 
for holding your ‘treasures’  

3. Spring clean your house and bring your ‘treasures’ to 
the Fellowship Hall Friday, May 6 between 8am and 
6pm, for us to sell on behalf of the youth.  

All proceeds benefit Youth & Family Ministry summer trips. 

If you have any questions, see Pastor Ryan or call the church 
office – 645-1777.  Please sign up on the Connection Card! 

S.T.O.R.M!! 
I cannot believe how far you have 
gotten as a youth group!  It is such 
a blessing that Holy Spirit has 
such an amazing group of kids!  I 
do wish that I could be part of 
S.T.O.R.M, but I am now in 
Arizona.  When I was there 
though, I had such a blast 
participating in youth events.  I 
have been there to watch all of you 
guys grow into 
such amazing 
Christians.  Keep 

it going you guys, and don’t stop 
participating because as a youth group, you 
guys can go so far!  No other youth group 
and no other church can take the place of you 
guys.   
Congratulations Jonathan, for taking my 
place on Council.  I know you will do great 
representing our youth!  One more thing... 
don’t stop believing, don’t lose faith, and 
don’t stop participating, because I did all 
those things and I regret it.  You guys have 

Pastor Ryan, Lyndsay, and Rob, so please don’t give up on 
S.T.O.R.M.  I love all of you and I hope you guys keep 
rockin’ the name S.T.O.R.M!!!! 

Love,  
Tara Bittman 

PS: I will come and visit, so don’t get out of hand :) 

 
Whenever I am planning activities 
for our youth and I ask them what 
types of things they would like to 
do, it never fails that one or two of 
them suggest that we have a Lock-
in.  If you don’t know what a Lock-
in is, basically youth are invited to 
come to the church for an 
overnighter and throughout the 
night we play games, eat snacks, 

watch movies, and just hang out trying to see who can stay up 
all night without crashing or taking a brief nap.  Although they 
can be a lot of fun, they are a lot of work, they require a 
number of adult chaperones, and they leave one feeling 
exhausted from lack of sleep. On April 15 we had a Lock-in at 
Holy Spirit and we had a blast! 

During the past few years we have had several of these events 
and each time I have wanted to play a game that I played when 
I was a youth.  The problem was that every time we have had 
a Lock-in, I couldn’t remember the rules or find them on the 
internet!  Thankfully, I was finally able to connect with a 
friend on Facebook who taught me the game again, so at our 
recent Lock-in we were able to play it!   

The name of the game is Yarn ball or Soakum Samarai and the 
object of the game is to defeat the other team by throwing yarn 
balls or balled up socks at them until the members of one team 
are all out.  The rules are simple: You have two teams and 
each member has a ball or socks to throw.  When the game 
begins one team goes and hides within set boundaries (no 
restrooms, no going outside, no sanctuary).  When you see a 
member of the opposite team you try to hit them with your 
ball or socks.  If you get hit you have to throw your 
ammunition away from you and fall down on the ground 
yelling for a few seconds that you are out.  Unless one of your 
team members is able to tag you then you 
remain out until everyone on one team is 
eliminated.  It was great getting to relive 
my childhood again and I want to thank 
Rob Taylor, Jennifer Cotant, and Ronald 
Yubeta for helping to chaperone. 

Hope you all had a wonderful Easter, 
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

“If you have a mom, 
there is nowhere you 

are likely to go where 
a prayer has not already been.” 

 —Robert Brault 

pril was a busy month around 
church with Lenten suppers 
and services finishing up, then 

the hectic schedule of Holy Week.  
Kept this little mouse hoppin’, that’s 
for sure! 
 Terri Veach was off to visit Dale 
Geiger in Kennewick on her spring 
break.  Her major activity?  Shopping 
for a wedding dress!  Then later in 
May, they are headed for Dale’s 
nephew’s wedding in Washington, D.C.  
Look forward to Dale filling us in on 
that trip next month. 
 Debbie Wilby writes that March 
was so busy, she barely made the April 
deadline for the May newsletter!  
Daughter Kayla Walgate went on her 
first lock-in with the Girl Scouts and 
they ended up staying on Mt. 
Charleston a day and a half longer than 
expected due to all the snowstorms that 
piled in.  With the help of Metro and 
the Forestry 
Division, they 
successfully got off 
the mountain.  
While up there, the 
girls were treated 
to a visit to the 
Euphoria Day Spa.  
They received 
facials, pedicures and had their hair 
done.  Lots of playing in the snow!  
Mom Debbie got such a kick out of the 
snow; she was shoveling snow when 
she didn't have to!  S’mores with Girl 
Scout cookies and songs by the fire 
made the trip! 
 Monster Trucks was the next 
weekend and even in the economic 
hardships, Debbie was able to get some 

free tickets.  She 
made a day of going 
to look at all the 
trucks, actually rode 
in a monster truck, 
and then topped the 

evening with watching all the trucks do 
all their neat stuff.  It was a relief to get 
to go this year, as it is the one “family 
event” they all look forward to each 
year! 

 The following day, Sunday the 
27th, was the hike to the Liberty Bell 
Arch with Kevin Cannon and crew.  
They had just done this hike the 
previous month, but there is nothing 
better than a good hike in the great 
outdoors!  They actually went farther 
this time and got to look down on part 
of the Colorado River.  We have an 
awesome God for giving us such 
beautiful scenery in this world! 

 
 In April, Debbie joined the PTSA 
at the neighborhood school which 
Kayla attends.  She already volunteers 
three days a week helping kids learn 
sight words to promote literacy, and 
listening to kids read.  She says it is 
such a great reward in such a bleak time 
with being unemployed and all.   
 Just recently, Tobler had their field 
day and she was helping run some of 
the games, taking pictures as well as 
“jumping” in and participating in the 
jump rope events and relay races!  She 
discovered what a toll jump roping has 
on your back, as you get older!  She 
enjoyed the exercise and put lots of 
smiles on the kids’ faces.   
 Also at the field day event, Tobler 
Elementary school was awarded a 
$7,700 check from Fresh N Easy for 
collecting the most receipts from 
families for their school!  They were 
the top earning school in the state of 
Nevada!   

 

 The winnings 
will go into the 
school’s PTSA fund 
for use in the future, to help send kids 
on field trips, and buy supplies the 
teachers are in need of for their 
classrooms!  With the exception of 
injuring her ankle walking 
neighborhood kids home from school, it 
was really a great week. 
 Pastor Paul and Elaine are thrilled 
to announce Luke graduates from 
Pacific Lutheran University, May 29 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Chemistry 
and a minor in Biology.  He was 
accepted into the Master’s of Chemistry 
Industrial Internship Program at the 
University of Oregon, and will start that 
program in June!  Luke will be a very 
busy duck...  Quack!  Quack! 
 Claire is finishing her junior year 
at Pepperdine, and she is headed to 
Germany in May for a summer term.  
Elaine was able to get away and attend 
a violin recital in April.  The music was 
beautiful and fun.  Claire is working on 
a degree in organizational 
communication with a minor in music.  
  Buster, their dachshund does not 
attend school, but should. 
 

 Kathy Moses participated in her 
10th year of “Walk for Aids”.  She 
missed Cliff on his scooter with their 
big American flag, but her 26-year old 
grandson and his friend joined her.  
Over 8,000 walked - many Las Vegas 
entertainers, many families, and lots of 
doggies walked for the cause and 
everyone made it an enjoyable event for 
all.....  It’s been a tough year for Kathy, 
but she’s tough too, and blessed to have 
great health. 
 Ruth Ann Isaacs’ son, Steven, 
knows that she does not particularly 
care for “Little Bunny Foo Foo”. Ever 
since he was a kid, at Easter time he 
would make sure he sang it to her.   
 
Maxwell (continued page 16) 

A 



May 2011 “That’s the Spirit” 11 

Discipleship ~ Small Groups 

 
 

Holy Land Tour in 2012 

 
hen I was 13 years old, I 
was given a unique 
opportunity to visit the Holy 

Lands with my parents.  Every few 
years, my dad would lead a tour for 
members of his congregation, their 
friends, and people from other 
churches, and when my brother and I 
were old enough we got to go with 
them.  To this day, I still remember 
that trip and how amazing it was to 
witness places that I had read about in 
the Bible come to life before my very 
eyes.  
 Imagine celebrating communion 
at the site of the empty tomb, 
affirming your baptism at the Jordan 
River, visiting the Stations of the 
Cross and the site of the Last Supper 
in Old Jerusalem, or sailing across the 
Sea of Galilee like Jesus and the 
disciples!  
 We will do all this and more June 
8-19, 2012.  Join us and other 
Christian pilgrims as we retrace the 
footsteps of Jesus and the patriarchs in 
the Holy Land.  You will experience 
the scripture come alive like never 
before, and be inspired in your own 
walk of faith.   
 Please see me if you would like a 
brochure, or have questions about our 
latest Travel Seminar.  You can also 
go online at www.gtd.org and under 
2012 tours, you will find our brochure 
and registration information. 
 If you have never been on a travel 
tour, you don’t know what you are 
missing!  It is a wonderful thing to 
have a preplanned itinerary, to not 
have to worry about transportation or 
food, and traveling with a group of 
people can be rather fun!  I have been 

to the Holy Lands twice in my 
lifetime, have also done a tour based 
on the life of Martin Luther, and 
finally, I am excited to be leading one 
with my father.  Please consider 
joining us in June of 2012! 

God Bless, 
 
 

 

Bibles and Brew 

Do you like beer?  Do 
you like studying the 
Bible in a group 
setting?  If you 
answered yes to either of these 
questions, please consider joining 
Pastor Ryan’s Beer and Bible study 
beginning in May!  We will begin 
May 13 at 7pm at a local bar and will 
try to meet twice a month.  See future 
bulletin announcements for more 
details! 

 
Holy Spirit 
will host a 
CPR training 
for all the 

nursery attendants, May 14 at 
10:30am.  The class is conducted by 
Cheryl Newman of the Red Cross and 
is open to anyone interested in taking 
the newest CPR class available.  The 
cost is normally $40, but has been 
discounted to $30 for this training.  If 
you are interested, please contact 
Kathy at 396-5630. 

Kathy Moses 

Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth 

Thanks to all of you for 
helping us fill two carloads 
with a variety of items the 
Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth had 
requested, delivered to 
them on April 13. 
 NPHY meets on 
Fridays for a FEEL GOOD 
FRIDAY.  On the fourth 

Friday, they meet at Tenaya and Lake 
Mead at Terrible Herbst.  Ladies from 

our church have joined them on fourth 
Friday, to reach out to the young 
people to make them aware of the safe 
places for them.   
 We hand out bracelets and 
information cards to all.  We also 
bring fruit, snacks, baked goods, water 
and hygiene packs to all who need 
them. 
 Please help yourself to the 
bracelets and information cards for the 
young people on the bulletin board in 
the fellowship hall. 
 NPHY are in need of Target gift 
cards, phone cards, and with summer 
around the corner they will need 
water, chap sticks, school supplies, 
backpacks, school 
bags, food, and 
summer clothes. 

Thank you! 
Marcia Chapman & 

WITS 
 

Home-baked Outreach 
(Bread Ministry) 

 The HBO Team  
reaches out to our 
first-time visitors by 
personal deliveries 
of home-baked 
goods to their homes.  Thanks to Ella 
Cady for her raisin walnut cookies 
and to Ruth Ann Isaacs, Susie 
Johnson Ann Taylor and Mirium 
Tsui for delivering to six first-time 
guests this past month. 

Jo Wilson & Mirium Tsui 

 
 
Debbie Metzger announces the 
Tuesday 9:30am WITS group will 
break for summer after the May 31st 
class, and will resume in September. 
 

 

 

W 
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Community ~ Outreach 
I 

 
 

Food needs for the LSSN 
“house” in the Fellowship Hall 

In honor of the Cinco de Mayo 
celebrations, the theme for May will 

be “Fiesta Food”. 
Suggested items are any Hispanic non-
perishable food items, especially bags 

of dried beans and rice. 

 
ay is now upon us.  Mother’s 
Day will be here soon and 
then Memorial Day.  I have a 

challenge for you all; let’s come up 
with some ideas, together or as 
individuals, that will get us out into 
the community.  It doesn’t have to 
cost much or anything at all.  And it 
can be anything involving our 
community.  Let’s see how many 
people we can make smile.   
 In the June newsletter, I will 

report how 
many ideas 
we have 
come up 
with and 
what they 
are.  Then 

we can vote on what and how many of 
the ideas we participate in over the 
rest of the year - maybe even into next 
year. 
 You can email me your ideas at 
terrihammar@msn.com or place them 
in my box at the church.  You can 
even submit your ideas anonymously, 
if you wish.  
 And just a reminder, the 
Fellowship Team is hosting a free 
community spaghetti meal this 
month, so invite everyone you know!  

Let’s make it an 
event to remember! 

Terri Hammar 
Community 
Ministry Team 
Leader 

The next  blood 
drive is Sunday 
May 22 from 
8:30am-12:15pm.  
Sign up online at 

http://www.bloodhero.com/index.cfm?
group=op&hlc=holyspiritlutheran&ho
stlookupcode=holyspiritlutheran or in 
the Fellowship Hall or the connection 
card. 
 

Helping the Homeless Raffle  

Lutheran Social Services of Nevada 
is sponsoring a raffle to help them 
help people in great need here in Las 
Vegas.  Prizes include a UNLV Rebel 
Basketball Game Day Experience 
(four people will be Coach Rice’s 
guests prior to the game, attending the 
game day shoot-around, four tickets, 
and an autographed basketball from 
Coach Rice); a Spa Package from 
Saffron Day Spa (50-minute massage, 
manicure, pedicure, and Do Terra 
Essential Oils package); four tickets to 
a Las Vegas Wranglers Hockey game; 
and four tickets to Rave Motion 
Pictures.   
 The drawing will be held on June 
5, 2011 and 
winners need 
not be present 
to win.  Raffle 
ticket cost is $10 and tickets are 
available in the church office. 
 

Join Hands Day 
LSSN Service Project Needs 

Volunteers 

 Have you ever received grocery 
bags from your mail carrier asking for 
food donations?  Wonder where that 
food ends up?  Well, last year, 23,000 
pounds of it went to the Lutheran 
Social Services of Nevada (LSSN) 
food pantry! 
 LSSN and other local food banks 
will benefit from the annual National 
Association of Letter Carriers “Stamp 
Out Hunger 2011” Food Drive.   
This year’s event is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 14.  Please fill a bag 

with non-perishable food items and 
leave it next to your mailbox that 
Saturday.  
 Volunteers are needed, that 
Saturday afternoon, to help carry 
donated bags of food from the mail 
trucks to the LSSN trucks.  Additional 
volunteers may be needed to help sort 
donations at the warehouse.  LSSN is 
also looking for donations of water 
bottles to hand out to volunteers that 
day.  Hours and more details about 
this event will be posted in the 
bulletins as the date approaches. 
 
 Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans is partnering with LSSN 
for this food drive by supplying funds 
for the rental trucks and gas to ensure 
that all donations are moved 
efficiently from the post office to the 
warehouse.  The South Nevada 
Thrivent Board encourages all 
Thrivent members and their families 
and friends to support the food drive 
through donations and volunteer hours 
as part of the 2011 Join Hands Day 
effort. 
 If you are interested in 
volunteering, please contact Derrick 
Felder at either 702-639-1730 or 
derrick@lssnv.org. 

M 
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Greetings from Wartburg Seminary! 

 This semester has been pretty intense.  I am taking a heavy 
course load, including Loss & Grief, Systematic Theology, 
Pauline Letters, Seen & Heard (Youth Ministry), Reformation 
History, From Text to Sermon, and Foundations of Christian 
Worship. There is always more reading to be done!  I have still 
been working at the after-school program for K-5th graders 
downtown, and I got to preach during Lenten worship at Holy 
Trinity Lutheran church here in Dubuque! I’m also on the radio 
every Saturday at www.103WJOD.com (7a-11a Vegas time)! 
 A few weeks ago Wartburg held an inauguration service 
for our 13th president, Dr. Stanley Olson.  I participated by 
recording audio, setting up microphones, and videotaping all 
the events.  I even got a chance to meet ELCA presiding 
Bishop Mark Hanson!  You can see some video and hear the 
audio at www.wartburgseminary.edu. 
 The family is doing well, Ivy is leading a Bible study and 
serving as Secretary for the Fellowship of Wartburg Spouses, 
all while taking care of two crazy kids and giving massages in 
the evenings!  Lily has been busy with her Hola Hour (Spanish 
Class), Swim & Gym every Friday at the YMCA, and enjoys 
her preschool two days a week.  Isaac is threatening to walk 
every day, loves to eat bananas, and play outside, now that the 
weather is warming up. 
 We are getting ready to head to South Florida for the 
summer, where I will be doing clinical pastoral education, 
serving at VITAS Hospice in Fort Lauderdale.  I am a little 
nervous, but hoping for a very valuable experience.  Lily is 
looking forward to swimming in the pool at my grandparents’ 
house every day!  We love you 
all and miss you very much! 

Blessings,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jason Adams 
Wartburg Theological Seminary, 

Class of 2014 
 
 
 

…unexpected (continued from page 4) 

 Life insurance: One in four Americans dies before he or 
she retires.1 Premature death can undermine a family’s 
financial health, now and in the future. Having adequate 
life insurance can help ensure your family continues to live 
at home, your children go to college, and your spouse 
retires as planned, even if something unexpected happens 
to you.  

 Disability income insurance: Illness and injuries are 
more common than you might think. Today, a 25-year-old 
has a one in four chance of experiencing a long-term loss 
of income from a disability before he or she turns 65.1 A 
disability disrupts your ability to work, and impact your 
earnings and ability to cover daily living expenses. 
Disability income insurance can help. If you’re unable to 
work due to a qualifying illness or injury, this vital 
coverage helps pay eligible expenses. 

 Long-term care insurance: One of every two women and 
one of every three men age 65 and older will spend some 
time in a nursing home.2  Long-term care insurance can 
protect your savings as well as your freedom to choose the 
care you receive. 

1 Commissioners Standard Ordinary Mortality  
and Disability Tables, 2009 

2Women & Aging Letter, Long-term Care Insurance Revisited, 2009 
 For financial guidance, contact Brian Wooster-Leyva, 
Financial Representative, at (702) 407-5550 or brian.wooster-
leyva@thrivent.com today. 

Brian Wooster-Leyva 
For additional important disclosure information, please visit 

thrivent.com/disclosures 
 
 

A mother’s hope 
 Three years ago, 
contemporary Christian musician 
Steven Curtis Chapman and his 
wife Mary Beth, faced the sudden 
death of their youngest daughter, 
Maria, in a driveway accident.  In 
the book Choosing to See: A 
Journey of Struggle and Hope 
(Revell), Mary Beth Chapman 
describes how she wrestled with 
God when her “whole world” fell 
apart. 
 “What I’ve found is that it’s 
in the most unlikely times and 
places of hurt and chaos that God gives us a profound sense of 
his presence and the real light of his hope in the dark places,” 
she writes. 
 “None of my tears have been wasted,” Chapman says, 
because she’s “experienced the kindness, sweetness, faith-
fullness, and redemptive heart of God.” 
 To honor their daughter, the Chapmans, longtime adoption 
advocates, established Maria’s Big House of Hope.  The center 
in Henan, one of China’s poorest provinces, provides life-
saving medical care for special-needs orphans. 
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Fellowship 

 
he flowers are blooming.  
Lawns are being mowed.  
Everyon

e’s allergies 
are acting up.  
We’re 
wearing shorts 
and flip-flops.  
We have 
turned off the 
heat and haven’t had to turn the air 
conditioner on…  yet.  Spring is 
definitely here.  The Fellowship Team 
has been very busy in recent weeks 
and will continue to be busy through 
the 22nd of May.  Then, we will take 
our ‘spring break’. 
 The Soup and Bread Suppers 
were a big 
success.  
Everyone was 
receptive to 
the change 
from soup and 
sandwiches to soup and bread.  As a 
matter of fact, several persons brought 
in different flavors of bread weekly.  
Thank you so much for your 
donations.  Thanks so much, too, to 

those who made soup each week.  We 
broke a record one week when 10 pots 
of soup were brought in!   
 A BIG thank you to the women 
and men who set up and cleaned up 
after the meal each week.  What a 
great team of workers! 
 I mentioned in last month’s 
‘That’s the Spirit’ article that there 
will be a FREE spaghetti meal for 
members of the congregation, as well 
as our church neighbors.  Be sure to 
mark May 22 on your calendar.  We 
will serve from noon to 3:00pm (or 
until we run out 
of food!).  We 
will be asking 
for donations 
of boxed 
spaghetti 
and 
cans/jars of spaghetti sauce.  Please 
watch for more information in the 
bulletins.  Any unopened spaghetti or 
sauce will be donated to the LSSN 
“house”.  Plan now to attend! 
 Soon you will see the new coffee 
mugs, purchased from monies raised 
at February’s bake sale.  They are 
white, and any stains (i.e. lipstick) will 

be easy to spot!  If you happen to pick 
up a mug with said stain, please be 
kind enough to wipe it off the mug, 
and place the mug in the dishwasher 
rack for re-washing.  Okay?  Thanks!  
The Fellowship Team will decide 
what to do with the remaining maroon 
mugs that we have.  Do you have a 
suggestion?  Let me know. 
 As I mention monthly, the 
Fellowship Team 
appreciates your 
efforts to keep 
the kitchen 
clean.  Please do 
not leave food or 
drinks in the 
refrigerator or in the freezer unless 
you put your name of them – they will 
be thrown away.  Also, if you use the 
stove or the oven, be sure to wipe up 
anything that has 
been spilled. 
 That’s all ‘til 
June! 

Ruth Ann Isaacs 
839-0362 

2risex@cox.net 
 

 

 
Trust the Good Shepherd 

A number of 
years ago there 
was a television 
quiz show called 
“Who Do You 
Trust?” I seem to 
remember that it 
had to do with 
deciding whose 
answers to 
questions the 

contestant trusted most. 
 Trust, particularly for public 
figures and institutions – churches 
included – seems to be at a low point. 
Such mistrust seeps through to one 
and all. Facing such a situation, we 
draw the wagons closer and closer, 
turning more and more inward. 
Perhaps, we think, only my immediate 

family can be trusted. Maybe only I 
can be trusted. What a pinched and 
lonely world we are creating for 
ourselves.  
 Good Shepherd Sunday, the Fourth 
Sunday of Easter, reminds us that 
there is one who can be trusted in 
every situation – Jesus of Nazareth. 
Psalm 23, which is read and sung on 
this Sunday, describes the care of the 
shepherd. Quiet waters and green 
pastures are provided for the sheep – a 
virtual banquet of satisfaction.  
 The Gospel reading from John 10, 
however, takes a different approach. It 
describes the way that phony and 
treacherous bandits try to tear the 
flock away from its true shepherd. 
Jesus says, “Very truly, I tell you, 
anyone who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by 
another way is a thief and a bandit” 
(John 10:1).  

 In Jesus’ time, sheep pens were 
walled enclosures where the sheep 
were kept overnight. When morning 
came, each shepherd would call for his 
or her own sheep to come out of the 
pen, then lead them to pasture. The 
sheep would follow the one voice they 
knew. But thieves showed up and 
yelled out for any of the flock to 
follow them – not to pasture – but to 
slaughter. What a scene of chaos it 
must have been. The true shepherd 
said the name of each sheep, one by 
one, while the thief tried to steal them.  
 These verses remind us to expect 
and recognize danger and deception. It 
only takes one sheep to create 
pandemonium: bolting after the wrong 
shepherd, trusting the wrong voice, 
following the wrong leader. Only one 
voice can be trusted.  
 
Good Shepherd (continued page 16) 

T 
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     April 2011 

Dear Friends and Family,  

We are glad to announce a change in our donation process.  Our prayer letter 
company will immediately begin to handle all of our donations in an attempt to 
speed up the processing time.  Please take note the address change!  

Twelve might not be a huge number, but something is happening.  For the last 
three Sundays four people have come to the evangelism table to receive Christ 
with Bill. No long altar calls, just a simple and short invitation, but God is doing 
something.  Last year we baptized 59 people and we would love to see this go to 
three digits this year. 

Katie will turn 18 this month and will soon be off to college.  She is practicing 
driving to take her test for her license on her birthday and volunteering at a large 
public hospital.  We have decided not to use the term “empty nesters” but rather 
“open nesters” with anticipation of how the Lord will fill our home.  Maribeth is 
excited to participate on her first medical mission trip with her college in August.  
She was highly recruited as a translator as the team will go to Peru.  Bill recently 
had a partial dream fulfilled by participating in writing a book for the church.  
Debbie is enjoying leading her small group and discipling young women.  

Word Snack –the power of true principles 
“. . .; but this has happened that the Scriptures might be fulfilled” (Mark 14:49). 
The other day I was riding my bike up a hill on a popular exercise route in 
Mendoza.  As often happens, one of those skinny health freaks passed me on the 
way up, however, we meet up again on the way down the hill again and the law of 
gravity was in my favor.  This made me think about what my old youth minister 
used to say, “you don’t break the laws of God they break you”.  Biblical 
principals will win every time!  

Thank you for being so faithful with your prayers and support!  

Taken back by poverty 
Poverty and missions often seem to go hand and hand and many things don`t impact us as they once did, but after three 
trips to El Pastal we entered a state of shock.  This is a new area that we have chosen to 

work in this year and we are teaming 
up with a small Baptist congregation 
that is church planting here.  

Often times when we confront poverty, 
we struggle with our American value of 
progress versus a more casual 
approach to life.  However, in this 
situation, there is no inner debate 
because there is a poverty that is 
clearly outside of the functional aspect 
for which we were created in the image 
of God.  We were created to share to 
some small extent the authority and 
dominion of God according to Genesis 

one.  Extreme poverty is the exact opposite of this concept!  We hope with these 
pictures you can get a glimpse of what we experienced.  Please pray for this new area, and we hope that every time we 
go to El Pastal you will feel like you are traveling with us. 

Blessings, Bill and Debbie 

Personal Address: 

Bill and Debbie Miller 
E. Tabanera 2757 

5500 Mendoza 
Argentina 

Tel. VOIP 269-466-9616 
mendozamiller@gmail.com Mendoza Ministries 

Please send donations to: 
Mendoza Ministries 

P.O. Box 1100 
White River 

Junction, VT 05001 

Prayer Requests 
1. Pray for Katie as she 

prepares to enter 
college.  

2. Pray for Marcelino 
and Eliana Ceballos. 
They are our first full-
time missionaries 
from our church. They 
will be going to the 
States to learn 
English and go 
through a mechanic 
course with JARS. 
Pray for their support 
and cultural 
adaptation.  

3. Pray for revival with 
the ongoing church 
campaign. Twelve 
decisions so far!  
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Prayers of Intercession 

ood and gracious God – you 
know what is best for us.  Give 
us what you will and when you 

will.  Do with us as you know best and 
as it brings you honor.  Place us where 
you will, according to your wisdom.  
We are in your hands as your servants, 
ready to do as you command.  We 
want to live not for ourselves, but for 
you alone.  We want to live worthily 
for your honor.  Lord Jesus, just as 
you called Lazarus from his tomb, and 
presented him alive to his friends, call 
us, we pray, from the tombs which 
seek to stifle the lives we have.  
Remove from us the grave clothes 
which yet hinder our free movement 
in your Spirit, through the power of 
Your name. 
 God of healing and mercy, we 
pray for: Karen Dahlke, Greg and 
Ilene Decker, Dick and Bev 
Dietderich, Lillian Dilworth, Lynda 
Haight, Laura Haynes, Cheryl 

Heim, Pastor Stan 
Jurgenson, Charlie 
and Norma Kesling 
and Vivian 
Krainski.  Also for 
Devon, Sage and 
Zoe Laguna, Bev 
Langenberger, 
Ivan Miller, 
Shannon Morrison, Patti Moyer, 
Chuck Nelson, Marilyn Pankey, 
Gertie Plizka, Debby Powell, Jean 
Pritchett, Shirley Rogers and Alma 
Suckow. 
 We ask for continued blessings of 
healing and comfort for Paul 
Campbell’s son, Scott; Susan 
Crowder’s son, Daniel; Maxine 
Harju’s sister, Randee; Ursula 
Hooks’ granddaughter, Sarah; Bev 
Langenberger’s brother, Jim; Eric 
Rusley’s mom, Yvonne, and nephew, 
Korbyn. 

 God of comfort and strength, we 
pray for Cathy Adams and all those 
mourning the loss of Cathy’s sister; 
Chuck Anderson and those mourning 
the death of Lou Massengale; 
Kenneth Brown and all those 
mourning the loss of his father, 
Charlie Brown, Paul Lampi and 
those mourning the death of his 
mother, Laina; and for  Rick 
Reichenbach and his family, 
mourning the loss of his mother, 
Mary Jane.  Please be their 
consolation, and grant them healing in 
their grief.   
 We also pray for our loved ones 
in the military, especially Denise 
Azbill’s son, Eric, serving in 
Afghanistan. 
 Receive our prayers and hopes, 
God of abundant grace, for we pray in 
the name of Christ, the light of the 
world.  AMEN. 

 
Maxwell (continued from page 10) 
 
He even called all the way from 
Okinawa one year – she almost hung 
up on him, but couldn’t do that!  Last 
year he sent her a hard-covered book 
entitled “The Story of Little Bunny 
Foo Foo”.  
 She didn’t think anything could 
top that until UPS delivered a box 
before Easter.  Knowing Steven, she 
knew something 'rabbit-like' was in 
there.  Sure enough... there was her 
very own Little Bunny Foo Foo, 

complete with a 
birth certificate.  
Give up, Ruth 
Ann?  I think 
she will 
FINALLY have 
to start liking 
that silly song. 
 By the way 
friends, while 
I’m thinking 
about it, I’ll give 

you a heads-up…  June is graduation 
month and the church office will be 

requesting information and pictures 
for graduate recognition.  So help 
Loretta out and have those items 
ready for publication next month! 
 That’s all for this month, folks – 
thanks to all who contributed news.  
June issue deadline is May 16.   

 
Your friend, 
Maxwell 

 

 
Good Shepherd (from page 14) 

 Who do you trust?  Where can you 
find life and find it more abundantly? 
Only one can be called the good 
shepherd: the one who lays down his 
life for the sheep.  This is the criterion 
for trust.  In this world of competing 
loyalties, there is one steady, 
unchanging, invincible word that 
comes to us and steadies us. It is a 
word of love – a broad and deep love 
that knows us by name. 
 This is the voice spoken over us at 
our baptism.  This voice speaks of 
love and acceptance, just as we are. 
This voice calls us to trust in the one 

who is the center of our life together, 
the one who broke the grip of death 
and now lives among us by his word 
and through his Spirit.  Our faith 
points to the one who is the way, and 
the truth, and the life.  We can trust 
him.  

 In Jesus, the fullness of God has 
come to dwell among us – crucified 
and risen, our judge and our hope.  He 

is the one we can trust, the one who 
will not let us down.  Jesus is the one 
to whom we can turn in good times 
and in bad, the one who came to bring 
life and to bring it more abundantly.  
 In John 10:3-4 Jesus tells us, “The 
sheep hear his voice.  He calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out . . . 
because they know his voice.”  How 
are you listening for that voice in 
scripture?  In prayer?  In service?  In 
worship?  Be open to hearing it calling 
you to a new and deeper relationship 
with the one you can trust in all things.  

– John Cedarleaf, reprinted with permission 
from The Clergy Journal © Logos Productions. 

The mission of this team is to encourage and equip the congregation to pray without ceasing and to seek God’s will in all things. 

G 
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces --

 
Sue Mayer 5/1 
Joy Clark 5/3 
Letia Seltzer-Beasley 5/4 
Tara Bittman 5/5 
Philip Butler 5/9 
Sean Parry 5/9 
Jennifer Vaughn 5/9 
Scott Cook 5/10 
Ted Alm 5/12 
Paul Lampi 5/12 
Sue Rastello 5/12 
Sheila Caison 5/13 
Pat Niemczyk 5/13 
Ron Isaacs 5/14 
Pr. Ryan Rouse 5/14 
Debbie Wilby 5/15 
Shenia Clark 5/16 
Ken Anderson 5/17 
Andrea Jolls 5/19 
Nathan Loyd 5/19 
Kaitlin Cook 5/20 
Karl Seum 5/20 
Anna Parry 5/21 
Frankie Delgado 5/22 
Brittanee Pepper 5/22 
Leslie Zak 5/23 
Sarah Laubach 5/25 
Jessica Holly 5/26 
Eleanor Alvord 5/27 
Mike Jolls 5/27 
Pr. Paul Hansen 5/29 
Sara Rusley 5/30 

 
Ted & Debbie Fleury 5/7/88 
Terry & Mary West 5/8/63 
Lee & Marlene Brand 5/12/73 
Tyrone & Nicole Powell 5/13/09 
Ryan & Kim Bello 5/16/04 
Pat & Eileen Wheelan 5/19/84 
Charles & Sarah Laubach5/24/03 
Michael & Karen Harris 5/25/96 
Chris & Brittanee Pepper 5/27/95 
 

Letters— 
Info— 
Directory 
Changes— 

Address change: 
DECKER, Ilene 
Trinity Care Center 
3410 213th Street West 
Farmington, MN 55024 

 

From: Tara Bittman 
Dear Church Family, 
 Life in Arizona is wonderful! I 
am doing great and I am back to my 
old self.  Thank you to all of you who 
have been praying for me, and thank 
you for all your support.  I definitely 
could not be where I am today if it 
wasn’t for my church family!   
 I want to give a special thanks to 
Pr. Ryan and Lyndsay for being there 
for me through it all, and helping me 
realize I needed the change.  Every 
one of you at Holy Spirit is very 
special to me and will always have a 
place in my heart!  I miss all of you 
and I hope that you all will keep in 
contact.  Thank you Holy Spirit staff, 
Pastor Ryan, Pastor Paul, the 
congregation, and especially the 
youth! 

Tara Bittman 
7020 E. Katchina CT 

Tucson, AZ 85715 

 

From: Lisa Mueller 
 Thank-you to all who called and 
cared for me during my recent surgery 
and recovery. 
 I am on the mend quite nicely. 
 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Jr./Sr High 
Activities 

May 6, 7, 8. 13, 14, 15 
Hairspray, Faith’s Musical 

Band Concert – May 19, 7pm 

Tri-M (music honor society) 
Visit www.faithlutheranlv.org for 

more information 

 

The Price of Freedom 

 In the song “What Did He Die 
For?” Twila Paris reminds us why we 
observe Memorial Day — and why we 
worship Jesus as our Savior.  The first 
verse tells of a 21-year-old soldier 
fighting for America’s freedom during 
World War II.  The second verse 
recalls another young man, many 
centuries prior, sent by his Father to 
win eternal freedom from sin for the 
entire world.  
 The chorus offers this challenge:  
 “What did he die for when he 

died for you and me,  
 Made the sacrifice so that we 

could all be free?  
I believe we will answer each to 
heaven  
For the way we spend a priceless 
liberty.  

 Look inside and ask the question, 
What did he die for?” 

 Memorial Day challenges us to 
live so as to honor the sacrifices made 
by members of the military.  We value 
our freedom because of the heavy 
price people have paid for it.  
Likewise, every day we’re challenged 
to live so as to honor Jesus’ supreme 
sacrifice.  He calls us to spend our 
“priceless liberty” using our blessings 
to bless others. 


