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All Saints’ Day, November 1
Daylight Saving Time Ends, November 1
Election Day, November 3
Veterans Day, November 11
Thanksgiving Day, November 26
First Sunday of Advent, November 29

Until further notice, please continue to
worship with us on Sundays via
Drive-in Worship, Facebook or YouTube.
Join the men’s Army of One Bible Study
Tuesdays at 10am via ZOOM
Bible Study with Pastor Jeremy
Wednesday mornings
via ZOOM at 10:30am.
Special Dates in October
Pastor Appreciation Month
October 3 – Open Air Market
October 4 – Drive-in Worship
October 4 – World Communion Sunday
October 9 – Drive-by Baby Shower for Nausin’s
October 30 – Harvest Festival
October 31 – Reformation Day

Dove Tales, Birthday & Anniversaries

Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church
6670 W. Cheyenne Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89108-4931
(702) 645-1777  FAX (702) 645-8107
E-Mail: info@holyspiritlasvegas.org
Web site:
http://www.holyspiritlasvegas.org
ELCA: www.elca.org

WORSHIP SERVICES
SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
While COVID-19 procedures are in place
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8am - 12:00pm
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Angels Corner

We are all angels with
only one wing. We can
only fly while embracing each other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
…to all who continue to keep our
church in communication with each
other…
…to Pastor Jeremy and Pastoral Intern
Lourdes for continuing to lead our
Sunday morning worship services, for
the daily devotions (Facebook or
YouTube), for Bible studies and book
studies (Zoom) during this time of
pandemic…
…to our children’s Sunday School
ZOOM teachers: Gwen Jolls, Lynne
Cavalieri, Edie Bush, Judi Hempel,
and Karen Pettit…
…to Kimberly Nickerson, Youth &
Family Team Leader, for leading
ZOOM meetings with the youth…
...to Don Cleveland for his Sunday
School class…
…to Sandy Hughes for her Thursday
evening Bible Study…
…to Pastor Jeremy for leading/
teaching his Confirmation class on
Wednesday evenings…
…to our Re-Opening Task Force Team:
Faye Bastarache, George Byrns,
Gwen Jolls, Joyce Palmer, Jane
Seum, and Natalie Tyrell…
…to our Outreach/Community Team
for sending notes of thanks to our
congregational members…
…to Sally Magnuson for her continued
“keeping in touch” notes to our
members…
…to Eric Morrison, Eric Olson, and
Mike Jolls for replacing the Fellowship
Hall lights with LED lighting…
…to Greg Trunoske for keeping the
Sanctuary air conditioner cooling…
…to those who continue to partner
with our Community Partners…
…to all who continue to contribute
their offerings to the church to keep
our finances in a stable condition.
IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD’S WORK
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Lolita Stapleton
Brahms Bruley
Joanne Engler
Rebekah Signoretti
John Marolt
Kamryn Stephenson
Faye Bastarache
Lourdes Olson (50th)
Greg Trunoske
Rich Stephenson
Jo DeRousse
Emma Signoretti
Scott Pratt
Rose Marolt
Judi Hempel
Jason Caison
Kevin Kettell
Pr. Jeremy Nausin (40th)
Olivia Walker
Zachary Seum
Jayna Broude
Jay Miers
Mary Wonola

Zoel & Faye Bastarache
Dusty & Brittoni Rhodes
Bobby & Jeri Lynn Bonner
Jim & Patti Cassidy
Charlie & Edie Bush
Brad/Michele Stephenson

10/01
10/02
10/07
10/08
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/12
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/21
10/22
10/22
10/23
10/24
10/25
10/29
10/30
10/31
10/31

10/2/88
10/2/10
10/10/86
10/14/83
10/14/83
10/18/80

Bits ‘n’ Pieces
DIRECTORY CHANGES
Addresses
PETERS, Janet
5900 Sky Pointe Dr #2023
Las Vegas, NV 89130-4933
HOLT, Susan
21629 Linda Drive
Torrance, CA 90503

“That’s the Spirit”

Pastor Jeremy Nausin
abhorrent to the beliefs of
a Christian. They are
forced to worship the
Emperor as a God. They
are holding large festivals
to these beliefs full of
debauchery and gluttony.
The Empire has begun to
persecute the Christians
and use them as a scapegoat for the Great Fire of Rome,
believed to have been set by Nero. And yet, Paul cannot
forget that he once was Saul. And in Christ’s redeeming
of him, Paul is considering even the Romans are worth
this very redemption as well.

Consider this…
9

Let love be genuine;
hate what is evil, hold
fast to what is
good; 10 love one
another with mutual
affection; outdo one
another in showing
honor. 11 Do not lag in
zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord.
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in
prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers. 14 Bless those who persecute you;
bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep.
Romans 12: 9-15

Brothers and Sisters of the church, fellow followers of
Jesus Christ, my heart is troubled greatly during these
times because of the lack of consideration from some
Christians, for the struggles and realities of others. In the
denial of other’s struggles, in the denial that there is a
reality of persecution and oppression in this world, I am
troubled that we are forgetting one thing. Jesus’
consideration for us. Jesus did not consider whether we
were worthy of salvation. Jesus did not consider our
sufferings as fake, or unreal. Jesus did not consider the
individual higher than the body of Creation. Our Lord and
Savior, the Messiah, considered our sufferings and sins,
to be His own. And in that, took them to the cross so that
we might have God’s love and salvation.

Grace and peace to you from God our Creator and Jesus
Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
We have been journeying through the Book of Romans in
our church’s Bible Study this month, and one thing
becomes apparent from the very beginning of this book.
Paul can never forget that he
was once Saul, and just what
happened to change him forever.
Certainly, most have heard of the
great conversion story of Saul,
the Jewish authority, who spent
years searching for and
persecuting newly formed
Christians. The same Saul who
was a witness and a provocateur of the stoning of
Stephen. The same Saul who was so notorious in the
land that even when God called on Ananias to go pray
over him, Ananias responds with hesitation having heard
of the reputation of this man. The very Saul who was
opposed and actively persecuting the beginning of the
Christian movement, actively working against the Holy
Spirit’s moving in the world, and seeking to end the
testimony of those who had come to love Jesus. Saul, the
enemy of Christ.

As a fellow follower of Jesus, as a fellow person of The
Way of Christ, I implore and beg you to soften your hearts
to the suffering of others. Do not measure this world by
your own measure, only using your own wisdom and
experience to judge the realities of all. We must conform
ourselves to the figure of Jesus in all things, including our
regard and consideration for others. If Jesus took our
sufferings as real, so real as to die for them, then we have
but one choice; to consider the sufferings of others in the
same light. For Jesus came
to die so that all people may
be saved. Jesus came to die
so that all people may live in
the promise of Eternal Life
now. To turn ourselves from
this reality, because we
consider someone’s weeping
and mourning, someone’s
oppression and suffering to
be untrue, means we turn
ourselves from looking like
Christ in the world. I ask you
to consider all people as
beloved of God, and because
of that, to consider their
weeping as your own. Amen.

Yet…. Jesus did not consider Saul to be an enemy who
was due evisceration. Jesus did not consider Saul too far
gone that he could not be reclaimed. Jesus considered
Saul a child of God, who needed turning around. Jesus
considered Saul worth saving. And this reality is evident
in every writing of Paul. In fact, many of Paul’s New
Testament writings start in this very reminder of
reclamation. And now for Paul, his witness is the same as
Christ’s testimony to him, consider others as beloved of
God.
When Paul begins to write to the people of the first
Christian churches in Rome, you can witness this reality
of God’s redeeming first hand, as he pens a masterful
argument against the judgments that the Christians of
Rome are having over the Roman citizens. On some
level, the actions of the Roman people and Empire are
October 2020
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Stewardship

In the weeks ahead, you will be hearing more about
generosity. Video, Email, and Facebook posts, bulletin
inserts, mission moments, letters and more will be used to
share this story and our hopes for an even more robust
ministry next year.
Many of us are still recovering from the economic
downturn that resulted from shutting down the country for so
many weeks. At the same time, we emerge knowing that we
can make a difference and we have a shared vision that this
congregation, and the ministries we support are more
important than ever.
So, in the coming weeks, please engage the materials.
Pray about how you can become more generous. Then, on
intent Sunday, November 15, please bring your intent card
with you to declare the generosity that you intend to share
with this congregation. We’ll be mailing these out a week or
so before then and will have various options for responding
depending on how we are worshiping on November 15.
Thank you for being part of this exciting congregation.
Pray for our common work together as
we continue to reach out with the
Gospel.
Sincerely in Christ,

B

uilding on a Culture of Generosity is the theme of our
fall stewardship appeal. This theme points us to the
generosity that we have witnessed around Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church in the past, but also points us to
know that we can grow into this in even more profound ways.
Our Stewardship Team’s mission is: “Generosity happens
when people recognize that what they have is a gift of God,
and seek to advance the kingdom of God through the sharing
of their resources and time. We invite you to invest yourself
though the resources God has given you – your energy, your
prayers, and your money – in the work to which God has
called us.”
As we come out the other side of perhaps the worst
national crisis of our lifetimes, we all have stories to tell of
acts of generosity and we all have stories to share about how
important this faith community is to us, even as we had to
engage in social isolation. We needed worship. We needed to
check in with each other. We need our congregation to remain
strong and vibrant.
Our grateful response in generosity helps to demonstrate
to us and to the world around us that in fact God has provided
us everything and we have enough, even enough to share.

Don Cleveland
Stewardship Team Lead

Financial standings

August 2020

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 32,806.13

$248,583.92

PPP Loan Funds Used

$ 37,810.43

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 18,923.61

$196,565.59

Difference

$ 13,882.52

$ 89,828.76

Debt/Building Income

$. 3,007.50

$ 28,816.00

PPP Loan Funds Used

$

Debt/Building Expenses

$

1,206.57

6,193.00

$ 49,544.00

Difference

$ - 3,185.50

$ -19,521.43

NET INCOME

$ 10,697.02

$ 70,307.33

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS – through August, 2020 - $409
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

H

Loved for who we are

i Everyone! Hope you are all staying healthy.
Thankfully, all of those things to help us stay healthy washing our hands frequently, physically distancing
from others and wearing our masks are
becoming good habits now as it looks like
we will need to continue them for a while!
As I write this, our Sunday School
teachers and students now have two Zoom Sunday School
sessions under our belts! Zoom Sunday School began on
September 13. We have two classes - 3rd - 6th Grades meets
Sunday mornings at 10am led by Karen Pettit, Edie Bush
and Gwen Jolls; PreK-2nd Grade meets at 11am Sunday
mornings led by Judi Hempel and Lynne Cavalieri. The
Zoom link/ meeting ID and Passcode will be the same each
week (unless you hear otherwise!).

When I was a child, my parents
loved me not because I was good but
because I was … their child. I loved
them, and I wanted to please them, but
their love of me did not have to be
earned.
Neither does the love of God. We
are loved because we are his children,
because we are. If we feel that we ought
to be loved because it is our due, or because we deserve it, the
less we will truly feel the need of God’s love; the less implicit
will be our trust; the less we will cry out, Abba!
—Madeleine L’Engle, Walking on Water

Thank you to all of our Sunday School teachers for their
willingness to serve in this new way of doing Sunday School.
If anyone wishes to join one of our Sunday School classes
please email me at jolls.gwen@yahoo.com and I will make
sure that you receive the Zoom link that you need.
We are taking attendance each week of Sunday School
and plan to continue to acknowledge Perfect Attendance each
month as well as monthly birthdays so we hope to see each of
you every Sunday if possible! It has been such a joy to see all
of you who have attended Sunday School so far! We missed
you!
Each of our Sunday School students received a list of all
of our Bible stories for the Fall Quarter along with a page
number in the Spark Story Bible (for PreK- 2nd graders) and
Scripture reference in Spark NRSV Bible (for 3rd-6th
Graders). We encourage each of our students to read the Bible
Story each week either from the Spark Story Bible or Spark
NRSV Bible with an adult and have the adult sign in the
designated spot to confirm. Thanks
parents/grandparents for supporting our
Sunday School students in this way!
Congratulations to the following 3rd
Graders who were presented their own
Spark NRSV Bible as has been our
tradition at Holy Spirit for many years
now: Carolina Caison, Zakia Clark,
Dana Olson, Duncan Pettit, and MJ
Palmer.
Blessings and Love to you all,

Gwen Jolls
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Small Groups
.

J

ust Love,
the
theme
for the 11th
Triennial of
the Women
of the ELCA
(WELCA),
which would
have been this past July, but like many
events has been rescheduled for August
5-8, 2021, seems to be so appropriate for
such a time as this. There is so much
divisiveness in our country now and a
realization that many of our citizens do
not receive just treatment.
WELCA is busy keeping up the
interest or should I say excitement for the
Triennial Gathering. On Saturday,
September 12, I participated in the Just
Love webinar with 900 other women
across the various synods of the ELCA.
It was a preview of the Gathering next
August.
We heard greetings and information
from officers of WELCA, uplifting
contemporary and traditional music, a
taste of the Bible study Angela Khabeb
will be presenting next August on the
theme, greetings from Jerusalem Megan
Johnson Aelabouni who has written the
Bible study in the Gather magazine for
this fall, hip-hop artist Kelly Glow,
preview of some of the exhibits and
more.
The webinar ended with an
invitation from Myrna Wells Ulland, the
president of our own Grand Canyon
Synod to come to Phoenix for the
Triennial August 5-8 next year. I have
been to a Triennial and it is terrific.
Thank goodness my registration is
already in. If any of this has piqued your
interest contact me and I will send you
the link and you can listen to the webinar
yourself.
Now a little bit more about Angela
Khabeb. She is the author of the Bible
study in the June-August issues of the
Gather magazine. Session 1 entitled “In
the family: What’s love got to do with
October 2020

it?” deals with the relationships between
Mary and Martha and Jesus relating to
the death of Lazarus (John 11:1-6; 1736). Session 2 is entitled “In the
community: From tree to we” and is
based around the story of Zacchaeus
(Luke 19:8-10). In the final session
entitled “In the nation: Giving birth to
justice”, we consider what love requires
of us when there is injustice in the
highest level of government. We look at
the story of the midwives in Egypt
(Exodus 1:1-17) and move to the present.

Jeremy’s emphasis on being our “Holy
Space.”
I do get excited about women’s
resources within WELCA and like to
share with all at HSLC. If you would
like to listen to the webinar click Just
Love, or paste the link into your browser:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=
9&v=pg7o3Q1IYk4&feature=youtu.be
or contact me and I’ll
attempt to send it so you
can listen for yourself, or
we could arrange a
meeting to listen together
and discuss it.

Judi Hempel
702-586-1547
storygirl1808@aol.com

One of the benefits of attending in
person or via the media Gathering is
recognizing the name of an author or
musician and wanting to read or hear
more from her/him. That is so with Ms.
Khabeb. I read her article “Fire in my
bones: A reflection on the Floyd protests
and unrest in Minneapolis” in the August
Living Lutheran magazine and felt I
knew her.
Another author
I feel I know is
Megan Johnson
Aelabouni because
she was the keynote
speaker for the
Convention and
Gathering of our
Grand Canyon
Synod WELCA November 2018. She is a
pastor married to a Palestinian pastor
living in Jerusalem. Together they head
the Young Adults in Global Mission
(YAGM) in Jerusalem and the West
Bank. She has talked about the
difficulties that Palestinian Christians
have negotiating life under Israel
government. With all of the turmoil of
the COVID era, the YAGM have all
returned to the US, but Megan continues
to publish Bible Studies for Gather. Her
current study began in the September
issue and will continue through
December. The study on “Holy Time”
seems to dovetail nicely with Pastor
6

The best medicine
Near the end of his life, Protestant
reformer Martin Luther suffered
debilitating headaches. When told about
a costly medicine that might offer some
relief, Luther smiled and said, “My best
prescription for head and heart is that
‘God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.’”
That Bible verse became a refrain for
Luther on his deathbed. “What Spartan
saying can be compared with this
wonderful brevity,” he said of John 3:16.
“It is the Bible itself!” After repeating the
words of that Gospel-in-a-nutshell verse
three times in Latin, Luther exclaimed,
“They are the best prescription for
headaches and heartaches!”

“That’s the Spirit”

About Katie Wilson and Garage
Boutique and Concept Store

W.I.T.S. and everyone at Holy
Spirit sends a big shout out thank
you to Dick Moyer and a friend from
Scottsdale, Katie Wilson, for their
big hearts. Katie owns a ladies’
clothing store and these have been
tough times for her business.
Dick, as a child, always wore
hand-me-downs. When he received a
small windfall, he decided to help
NPHY and Katie at the same time.
He went to Scottsdale on the premise
of buying ladies’ clothes for the
homeless girls at NPHY. When he
arrived, he discovered Katie was
donating almost $12,000 worth of
clothing, from her warehouse.
It was really thrilling for Dean,
Dick and me to take EIGHT baskets
of brand-new designer clothes to
NPHY. Thank you to Kevin Cannon
who was there to take some pictures.
Jesus said to help the poor and
underprivileged and that is what Dick
and Katie have done. Great job.
Following is
Dick’s accounting of
meeting Katie and
subsequently being
the recipient of the
donated women’s
items.
Marcia Chapman, for WITS

In the early fall of 2013, I
returned to Vietnam to be part of a
special building project. Habitat for
Humanity was putting together a
project to take Vietnam veterans back
to Vietnam to help build homes for
the extremely poor. Enough veterans,
friends, and other people wanted to
join so we were able to have four
building teams. The group was
composed of about 44 people; 20 of
them were women. I still do not
know why these lovely women would
want to be around any crusty, old,
Vietnam veterans!
On my building team, I was
privileged to have several of these
ladies to help build a house. One of
those women was Katie Wilson,
from Scottsdale, AZ. Katie talked
about her store that she owned back
in Arizona. Unfortunately, the build
only lasted two weeks and we all
parted ways and went back to our
usual busy lives in our home states.
In the fall of
2019, I was
visiting friends in
the Phoenix area
and decided to try
to find Katie’s
store, which I
was successful in doing through
Facebook. Eventually, I was able to
link up with Katie in November and
again in December to do some
Christmas shopping for my
granddaughters.
I was extremely impressed with
the store even though I am basically a
Home Depot kind of guy. After the
holidays I kept in contact with Katie
mainly via text messages. Then this
COVID-19 virus hit like a meteorite.

Katie was forced to close the doors
temporarily on the physical store and
had to manage the store via
Facebook. She did all the shipping
completely by herself for several
weeks just to ensure her store would
survive this massive disruption. Then
as things were starting to reopen, the
racial issues started along with the
riots and looting. And if that wasn’t
enough, they had flooding in the area
to deal with.

I was back in Phoenix in July and
stopped by the store to see how Katie
was holding up. I knew she was
working herself ragged. I had a few
flyers from Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth that I showed her
and told her I wanted to purchase
some items for the homeless kids.
I recently went back to
Scottsdale to make my purchases.
When I arrived at Katie’s store, she
and some of her staff and friends
were already busy sorting and
packing clothing and other items for
the kids. I loaded up my truck with
several containers and we decided
that I would come back the next
morning and fill a couple more.
Before I knew it, my truck was
completely full of clothing and other
items. I was initially planning on
buying a couple boxes of clothes, but
through Katie’s magnificent
generosity, my truck was
overflowing.
Visit Katie’s store on Facebook
– Garage Boutique and Concept
Store or better yet, if you are ever in
Scottsdale, AZ stop by the store in
person (7144 E Stetson Dr, Ste 110,
Scottsdale, AZ 85251). The store is
really something you should see for
yourself. Katie is an
incredibly talented,
smart, fashion savvy
and generous person
even in these
difficult times. Her
heart is as big as the
Grand Canyon.

Dick Moyer
October 2020
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Community ~ Outreach
I

HOLY SPIRIT LUTHERAN CHURCH
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF
NEVADA
THREE SQUARE FOOD BANK
will sponsor our first Open Air Market
since the pandemic

Fall Delegate's Assembly – Tuesday, October 6
7:00pm to 8:30pm.

OPEN AIR MARKET
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3

The issues of housing and education in these times will be
addressed. Attending will be candidates running for NV
Supreme Court Seat D, as well as candidates running for
the Clark County School District Board of Trustees.

Volunteers are needed to help set up,
serve and clean up.
Set up will be at 7:30am,
truck will arrive at 8am.
PLEASE WEAR A MASK
Socially distance yourself as best you can.
Hand sanitizer will be available.
If you can help, please let Jill know:
jchenicek@cox.net

Register in advance for this important meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtdurpzMqGtINDoA36Svl2ZzntqaIYDmr
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

DRIVE-BY BABY SHOWER
Pastor Jeremy and Erin will welcome

AUGUSTINO JAMES NAUSIN
Towards the end of November
Let’s celebrate and show our love with a “Drive-by Baby Shower”
At the church on Friday, October 9 — 6:30-7:30pm
The honorees, Pastor Jeremy, Erin, Naomi and Natalie
will be seated at the entrance patio.
You will drive up, remain in your car (PLEASE WEAR A MASK),
and express your good wishes.
If you would like to drop off a card or gift, one of the
hostesses, Loretta Block, Karen Pettit, or Faye Bastarache,
will approach your car, then present it to the Mama and
Daddy to be! If you would like a suggestion for a gift,
AMAZON GIFT CARDS towards a car seat would be very
much appreciated
If you have any questions,
please contact one of the hostesses.
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Maxwell’s Musings
“Start by doing
what’s
necessary, then
do what’s possible; and suddenly
you’re doing the impossible.”

A

—Unknown

nother month of social
distancing and mask-wearing!
I hope you are all staying safe
and healthy. Hang in there as we all look
forward to the day these mandates will be
lifted, the virus contained, and we can
enjoy worshiping together again.
Meanwhile, I have a couple of uplifting
stories to share.
Recently Don and Leslie (Zak)
Cleveland were able to become presentday Good Samaritans. They heard about
an entertainment couple, comic Joe
Trammel and his dancer wife, Jessica
whose travel trailer, packed and ready to
go the next day, was stolen from their
residence. The couple, along with their
three children were all excited about
living in the trailer and traveling up the
California coast.
Can you imagine the despair they
must have experienced as they woke up
the next morning, all ready to set out on
their trip, only to discover their travel
trailer with all their belongings had
vanished?!
Don and Leslie heard about their
misfortune, and as it so happens, had the
same brand travel trailer, only a year
newer, that they no longer used and were
planning to sell. You can guess what
happened next! They DONATED their
2000 Nash travel trailer to the devastated
couple.

October 2020

Our own Kevin Cannon, Las Vegas
Review Journal photographer
extraordinaire http://mylvrg.com/kevin
was on hand to photograph the happy
proceedings. Thanks, Kevin!

You may have read this story which
was published in the Review Journal’s
KATS (John Katsilometes) column. He
quoted Leslie’s comment, “This was a
very small thing in the scheme of our
lives, but a very big thing for them.”
Yvonne Drakeley announced that
her grandson John Achzet is a plumber
school graduate. After spending four
years of perfect attendance at two
nighttime plumber classes weekly, and
working full-time as a plumber
apprentice, he graduated to a full-time
position of plumber. The graduation
ceremony was held at the new Ahern
hotel.
The original graduation was
scheduled for June, however, some of the
apprentices tested positive for COVID
19, so the graduation was cancelled and
rescheduled for August 15.
Each one of the
graduating class could
have two guests. John
naturally chose his wife
Kellie and mother,
Theresa, to attend. The
graduation was streamed
over Zoom, so Yvonne
was able to see it as well.
During the same time
Kellie finished her
teaching degree (she still
has one semester of
teaching a class under a
master teacher), they had
two more children, and they also went to
9

their church every Sunday! Of course,
COVID 19 put a stop to church services.
Needless to say, Yvonne is very proud of
their accomplishments.
Lisa Barnard shared some ‘getaway news’ about her
amazing trip to Sedona, AZ
on August 3rd which
coincided with her birthday.
After months of working as a
pharmacist during this trying
time, she said she just
needed a little get away.
The sweetest man she’s
ever met has helped her find
herself again and he took her
there. They stayed within
walking distance of the
Chapel of the Holy Cross, so
the first day they walked
from the house to the chapel.

Her words, “What a beautiful
peaceful site and as I sat in the chapel, I
overwhelmingly felt my father who
passed away 10 years ago, only to have
found that he and my mother visited
there and I never knew.” ...
She concluded, “God sends us
messages when we need them and I’m
forever grateful for my life and the
people who make me who I am today.”
Thank you, Lisa for this inspiring
story, which I’m sure our readers will
enjoy along with your beautiful pictures.
(Continued next page)
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down and hauled away. The tree
was probably planted when the
church was built, so it would have
been there about 35 years!
Just happy I wasn’t out roaming
the church grounds when this
occurred – well, I don’t want to
think about it!
Stay in your safety zones and
wear your mask when you venture
out. Until next month…I’m…
Your friend,
Maxwell

Did you happen to drive through
the church parking lot and observe
what happened to the big tree on the
west side of the church (next to the
block wall separating the church from
the animal hospital)? This very, very
big tree split right down the middle
and fell over in two directions!
It was the church’s good fortune
that it fell on the church side and
didn’t damage the wall or the vet’s
hospital!
Terry West has been obtaining
price quotes to have it cut up, ground

When God crosses our paths

P

astor and martyr Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be
constantly crossing our paths
and canceling our plans by sending us
people with claims and petitions.”
Last spring, the whole world had plans
canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by
God “sending us people with claims
and petitions.” Some needed prayers
for healing or for coping with grief.
Medical staff, teachers, pastors
and others serving long hours needed
support: meals, check-in calls,
“thinking of you” cards. Parents
working remotely while helping kids
with distance-learning needed
encouragement. Crucial nonprofit
work still required donations.
Pre-pandemic, you may not have
realized that staying home or wearing a
face mask could be a ministry. Or that
sending a card expresses love in Jesus’
October 2020

name. Or that buying takeout from a
local restaurant can be a gift to the
owners.

When our calendars empty, God
“crosses our paths” in new ways —
both to be with us and to nudge us
toward others (even if virtually, or 6
feet apart!).
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Prayers of the Church
With
confidence in
God’s grace and
mercy, let us pray
for the church, the
world, and all those in need.
Renew and inspire the church in
the freedom of the gospel, O God.
Where the church is in error, reform it.
Where the church speaks your truth,
strengthen it. Where the church is
divided, unify it. Ignite in us the
working of the Holy Spirit.
As the earth changes, as
mountains shake and the waters roar,
may we care for this planet as a holy
habitation for all living things. Sustain
all people and lands recovering from
natural disasters of any kind,
especially those in the path of fires
and hurricanes at this time.
Guide areas of the world divided
or traumatized by conflict, especially
in our own land. Free all from slavery,
oppression and protect all in harm’s
way.
Release those living in bondage to
debts, chronic pain, or addiction.
Grant healing touch to those who are
ill or recovering, especially: Zoel
Bastarache; Tim Beasley; Mariann
Blackmon; Jim Caison; Sheila
Caison; Marcia Chapman, Jill

Chenicek; Richard Cohn; Tim Fox;
Darin Franklin; Lonna Harolson;
Robin Holman; Olivia Hopkey;
Rena Jordan; Norma Kesling;
Suzanne Klimek; Donna Lawhead;
Lourdes Olson; Bob Nance; Karen
Pettit; Bev & Keith Quirk; Tommy
Savola; Corey Schaefges; Mary
Torstenson; Nancy Wier and Mary
Wonola.

We pray for those homebound:
Roy Cameron; Lillian Dilworth;
Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo
Jirousek; and June Wall…
In this family of faith, we give
thanks for courageous voices that have
remained firm in their commitment to
the one who frees us from sin and
death. Centered in your grace, unify us
in the hope of the gospel.
God of all grace, you give us
everlasting life. In love we recall your
holy ones who now live in your

undying light. Please give peace to
Sally Magnuson and all mourning the
death of her brother-in-law, Alan. In
remembering, give us a foretaste of
the feast to come.
We also pray for Ella Cady, past
member; Caison family friend, Jim
Slaughter; Lolita Stapleton’s
brother, Milton; Lauren Barnett’s
friend, Edie; Loretta’s sister, Terry;
for Jenny Knox’s sisters, Carmen &
Vickie; for Betty Kovach’s son,
Scott; for Janet Hayden’s
granddaughter, Charisma; for
Michele Stephenson’s daughter in
law, Kelly; for Sandy Hughes’ sister,
Mickey; for Howard Olson’s son,
Jimmy Dean; Nancy McDonald’s
father, Art; Cathy Adams’ family,
Chris and Zoey; Victoria Toma’s
daughter and son-in-law, Jackie &
Dave; Dick Moyer’s 104 year-old,
past POW, friend, Vince Shank; Janet
Zak’s grandson, Brandon; Jimmy
McDonald’s, brother, Johnny; and
Clare Levin’s grandson, Connor; We
also pray for Alvin Flippen.
Listen as we call on you, O God,
and enfold in your loving arms all for
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

OCTOBER LESSONS
October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25

October 2020

Lectionary 27
Lectionary 28
Lectionary 29
Reformation

Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
Isaiah 25:1-9; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Isaiah 45:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36
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Council President
Thank you for your love and support and God bless you all.
1. It is recommended that congregations and
communities of faith continue to prioritize
worship opportunities that are safe, accessible,
invitational, meaningful, and
sustainable. The use of an online/digital platform
remains the highest recommended
format for corporate worship.
2. Any in-person worship experience should
prioritize an outdoor venue, small groups,
physical distancing, and the use of face coverings
while you are gathered. I also direct you to the best
practices from elca.org/public health, including no
singing and no corporate responses. If you chose to
celebrate Holy Communion, there is a
recommendation of one kind: bread.
3. Be prepared to quickly adapt your gatherings as
outbreaks recede and recur. The randomness of
infections is cruel. As schools and businesses
reopen, and with the fall and winter flu season
approaching, localized outbreaks will continue. Be
ready for the dance of opening, closing, and
reopening.

Mark Myers

C

urrently, we find
ourselves entering the
seventh month of the
pandemic. Following the CDC
and state regulations of wearing a
mask in public and social
distancing is becoming second
nature to us. It is also getting
very tiresome.
The Congregation Council, the
church staff, the Reopening
Committee, other congregation leaders, and our Pastors are so
appreciative and grateful for the continued strength and
support that you have displayed during these most unusual and
difficult times.

We are taking these
suggestions seriously. We
look forward to worshiping
together beginning with the
first weekend in October with
drive-in worship in our church
parking lot. This outdoor
worship with social distancing
follows the guidelines
presented above.

The resulting feedback from so many at our Zoom town hall
meeting continue to uphold our decision to remain vigilant in
our efforts to protect the weakest and most vulnerable. But
even the most ardent supporters of our decision are also
growing weary and impatient waiting for Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church to reopen to in person worship. I am
subject to that as well.

I look forward to seeing many of you with our drive-in
worship services. However, the online worship services will
continue for those who do not feel comfortable attending these
outdoor services. The online services will also continue after
we are past the pandemic and return to normal services.

The true facts are that as we enter month number seven,
nothing has really changed regarding the pandemic and the
threat posed by COVID 19.
We still do not have a
vaccine. After a decline in
the daily infection rate in
August and early
September, we have seen a
steady increase here in
Nevada, and in almost half
of the states throughout our country. COVID 19 is still just as
serious a threat as it has been since the beginning.

Thank you for your love and support and God bless you all.
Yours in Christ,

In a recent newsletter from our Synod Bishop Hutterer, she
provides the following guidelines:
I look forward to seeing many of you with our drive-in
worship services. However, the online worship services will
continue for those that do not feel comfortable attending these
outdoor services. The online services will also continue after
we are past the pandemic and return to normal services.
October 2020
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Food for the Spirit
Chicken Bacon Ranch Casserole












1 1/2 cups white rice
8 slices bacon, cooked and chopped
1/2 Onion, finely chopped
3 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cut into bite sized pieces
2 tbsp. olive oil
2 tbsp. Ranch seasoning
2 1/4 cups chicken broth
1/4 cup heavy cream
1 cup shredded Cheddar
1/2 cup mozzarella
2 tsp. chopped parsley or a few sprigs of rosemary

1. Preheat oven to 350º F.
2. Into a 9” by 13” baking dish, combine rice, bacon and onions.
3. Drizzle chicken breasts with oil and season all over with ranch seasoning. Place in baking dish with rice
and stir until all ingredients are distributed evenly. Pour in chicken broth and heavy cream and stir again to
combine. Top with cheddar and mozzarella. Cover baking dish with foil and bake for 30 minutes, remove
foil and bake 15-20 minutes more, until chicken is done and rice is fully cooked.
4. Garnish with parsley/rosemary and serve.

October 2020
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