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Dear friends in Christ,
 This month’s newsle t te r i s an 
abbreviated issue since our talented editor, 
J ack i e Hopkey, was 
planning to be on vacation 
a t “press” t ime and 
d e s e r v e d a b r e a k ! 
However, there is so 
much great ministry that 
resumes or continues at 
this time of the year that 
we wanted to be sure to stay in touch. 
Please take a good look to see where you 
might participate!
 I am especially excited about a class I’ll 
begin on Wednesday evening, September 
14, called “Justice for the Poor.” I offered 
it early this past summer and we had some 
terrific conversation. The class will go for 
six consecutive Wednesday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:45 pm. Sign up in worship or 
give me a call or an email.
 I’m also happy to report that, in 
response to requests from our members 
and friends, we will be offering some 
beginning Spanish classes on four 
consecutive Sunday evenings beginning 
October 23.  Obviously, four weeks is just 
a start, but we’ll learn some about 
speaking,  listening, reading and writing; 
and we’ll have the opportunity to learn 
more starting early in the new year.
 Finally, your church council has elected 
a new president, and it is Karen Harris! 
Besides Karen, also serving as officers are 
Barry Clayton, vice president; Dean 
Chapman, treasurer; and Ann Taylor, 
corporate secretary. These four,  plus 
Pastor Ryan and myself make up the 

council executive committee that plans the 
agendas for council meetings. The 
remainder of the council consists of Kevin 
Cannon, Allen Vaughn, Terri (Veach) 
Geiger and Terry West.  They are happy to 
hear from you. Our meetings are almost 
always the third Tuesday evening of the 
month, and guests are always welcome!
 May you draw near our God and Savior 
who has drawn near to us in Christ! 

   Your friend in faith,

  Pastor Paul
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 I am honored to have been elected to 
the position of church council president.  
Barry has left very large shoes; 
fortunately, he has 
assured me that he will 
be here to assist me.  
Being a part of the 
ministry at Holy Spirit 
in various areas has 
been a pleasure and I 
look forward to serving 
in this new capacity. By 
a strange coincidence Barry and I were 
both separately visiting Washington D.C. 
when the respective transition occurred.  
Seeing the tremendous historical sites 
made me mindful of the intentionality 
with which these icons were built. 
 My aunt’s funeral was held in a historic 
area of Virginia. The church (members 
and building) were a very important part 
of the community for over two hundred 
years. I believe we can all agree that the 
community of Clark County is undergoing 
a transformation during this economic 
crisis. It has occurred to many in the faith 
community, that now is the time for the 
Church in Las Vegas to be “the Church.” I 
believe we have a solid foundation of 
faith, hope, and love.  It is now our chance 
to be intentional about building on our 
foundation. Together we are creating the 
church and community which will shape 
our area of influence in Las Vegas. 
 I recently attended a workshop by A. 
Wayne Schwab the author of When the 
Members are the Missionaries: An 
extraordinary calling for ordinary people.  
His primary premise is that everyone is 
influencing areas of their life so we should 
begin being intentional about it. Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church will probably 
never be as grand as the new World War II 
Memorial; however, our purpose most 
likely does not require it either. Schwab 
says that our problem is that we do not 
have the power to cope with evil,  sin and 
death all by ourselves. The Good News is 

that through Jesus Christ, God shares with 
us the power of the Holy Spirit, so that we 
can, with Jesus’ help, love and be just, 
begin to overcome evil, sin and death, 
together at Jesus’ table. 
 As we prioritize our lives during this 
complicated time, let us find ways to build 
toward a church that will be remembered 
as making a difference when the people of 
Las Vegas needed it. Please keep those 
who serve at Holy Spirit (ordained and 
lay) in your daily prayers. Please 
prayerfully consider how you want to 
intentionally build up the church and 
community. Thank you for all you have 
done and will do this year.  Let us know if 
there are ways which we can support you 
in your vocation. Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, 
“Whatever your hands find to do, do it 
with your might.”    

   Blessings, 
   Karen P. Harris
   Council President

 The mission of our small group ministry 
is to create an environment where people 
can nurture, grow, 
and  share their faith 
i n J e s u s C h r i s t 
through study and 
service. Listed here 
are just some of the 
many opportunities 
we offer.  Visit our website for more 
information at holyspiritlasvegas.org.

   Shalom,
   Devra Betts
   Ministry Coordinator

Sunday
 9:30am – Topical Study with Pastor 
Stan in the Library. Begins 9/11/11.
 9:30am – Ray Vanderlaan’s “Faith 
Lessons,” a video and scriptural study of 
the Israelites journey out of Egypt and 
in to the Promised Land. Begins 
September 11. Facilitated by Sandy 
Hughes. 
 11:00am – “How Lutherans Interpret 
the Bible” is a seven- session video series 
with Mark Allen Powell. Powell invites 
viewers to explore 7 important questions 
about Lutherans and the Bible such as: 
Where Does the Bible Come From and 
The Many Meanings of the Bible. Begins 
September 18. Facilitated by Nancy Wier.

Tuesday
 9:30am – Women in the Spirit (WITS) 
will complete the study “Unveiling Mary 
Magdalene” by Liz Curtis Higgs and then 
begin “When a Woman Trusts God” by 
Sheila Walsh. Led by Debbie Metzger. 
Book fee $10. Begins 9/13/11.
 9:30am – The Army of One men’s 
group is studying “Shoulder to Shoulder: 
The Apostles.” This Bible study examines 
the lives of the Apostles: what they 
shared, how they were different,  where 
t h e y s t u m b l e d , a n d h o w C h r i s t 

transformed them into powerful servants 
of God. This group shares a meal. 
Facilitated by Dean Chapman.
 7:00pm – Men’s Prospector’s study will 
dig into Biblical topics. Come for the 
discussion. Led by Lee Brand.

Wednesday
 9:30am – Pastor led lectionary study 
using weekly scriptures from worship.
 7:00pm – Pastor Paul will facilitate a 
six-session class called “Justice for the 
Poor” that wi l l u t i l ize video of 
Sojourners’ Jim Wallis September 14— 
October 19 from 6:30-7:45pm. Book fee 
is $5.

Thursday
 10:00am – Story time with Ms. Judi for 
toddlers and preschoolers. Begins 10/6/11.
 7:00pm – Financial Peace University – 
a Dave Ramsey 13 week video series 
looks at practical, biblical, common-sense 
approaches to managing money and 
planning for life’s major events. Joel 
Kirkwood facilitates.
 7:00pm – “The Reason for God 
(Conversation on Faith & Life)” is a six 
week video study with Timothy Keller. 
Keller explores six common objections to 
Christianity through the use of literature, 
philosophy, real-life experiences, and the 
Bible. Study guide is $10. Facilitated by 
Devra Betts.
(Nursery available Thursday 7 to 9pm for 
children ages 0-5 years old.)

Friday
 7:30pm – Bibles and Brew meets the 
2nd and 4th week to discuss selected 
scripture passages. This group meets at 
Torrey Pines Pub. Led by Pastor Ryan.

Saturday 
 6:45pm – Bring your Bible and join in 
the discussion of various biblical topics. 
Led by Nancy Wier.
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Church Staff
Senior Pastor	 Paul Hansen
Associate Pastor	 Ryan Rouse
Assistant Pastor	 Stan Jurgenson
Music Minister	 Tim Beasley
KidSong Director	 Ben Dahlke
Office Manager	 Loretta Block
Ministry Coordinator	 Devra Betts
Custodian	 Karl Seum
Nursery Coordinator	 Kathy Moses

Church Council
Karen Harris, President	 636–2260
Barry Clayton, Vice-Pres.	 341–5216
Dean Chapman, Treasurer	 645–7236
Ann Taylor, Secretary 	 834–7751
Kevin Cannon	 631–6334
Allen Vaughn	 655–8794
Terri Geiger	 807–5540
Terry West 	 396–8224
Jonathan Jones, Youth Rep.	 636–6672
Kathleen Cloutier	 Recording Secretary

Small Group Ministry
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Sunday School Rally Day!

 It's time for Sunday School to start up 
again! Please join us on 
September 11th at 9:30 
a.m. for a Bible Fest 
Carnival to celebrate the 
first day of Sunday 
School for 2011-2012 
year! You will make 
some cool  crafts, play 
some "Bible Fest" games and enjoy 
special snacks as well as meet up with old 
and new friends. We will have classes for 
Preschool (age 3 and fully potty trained) 
through High School.
 We would like to have several leaders 
for the High School class with each leader 
serving for 2-4 weeks on a specific topic.  
If you would be willing to serve for a 

short term commitment and have an idea 
in mind for a topic of interest to this age 
group, please talk with Gwen Jolls 
(gjolls@embarqmail.com) or Jan Ferraro 
(janisferraro@gmail.com); we also are in 
need of co-teachers for Preschool, 2nd/3rd 
grade and Middle School as well as 
substitute teachers.

Sunday School Teacher Orientation

 Teacher Orientation will be held 
Saturday, September 10, 2011 from 
9:00-10:30 a.m. in classroom 3. We ask 
that all Sunday School teachers please 
plan to attend this meeting. 

Gwen Jolls
Children’s Ministry Team Leader

KidSong Music Club
Mondays at 6:00-7:00pm - begins 9/12/11
 KidSong is a music club for children in 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade. This 
isn’t your typical church children’s choir. 
It’s Vacation Bible School, summer camp, 
games,  and activities all rolled into a club 
for music-making.

Handbell Choir
Mondays at 7:00-8:00pm - begins 9/12/11
 Handbells are just plain fun, yet 
challenging. If you’ve ever heard a 
handbell choir, you know there’s just 
nothing like it. Our ringers meet on 
Mondays at 7:00pm for rehearsal and 
fellowship. We play in worship every 
month or so. We love to have new friends 
join us.

Celebrate Worship Band
Tuesdays at 7:30pm
 Celebrate is the worship band for our 
8:00am worship service. This band has it’s 
own distinct sound and repertoire. We like 
to throw some country, southern gospel, 
and old-time favorites in the mix.

Rejoice Worship Band
Wednesday at 7:00pm for vocal warm-ups
Wednesday at 7:30pm for band rehearsal
 Rejoice is the worship band that plays 
mostly at our 9:30am service. We have a 
blast playing guitars, drums, and 
keyboards to make a “joyful noise”. The 
repertoire is mostly Top 40 Contemporary 
Christian hits. So,  if you hear it on 
Christian radio, you’ll likely hear it here.

Adult Choir
Thursdays at 6:45pm - begins 9/8/11
 The new combined Adult Choir meets 
for rehearsal and fellowship on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00pm. This new choir sings 
a variety of music and will rotate through 
the se rv ices , se rv ing the whole 
congregation. We may not even sing every 

Sunday as we explore a schedule together. 
Just prior to rehearsal, at 6:45pm, there’s a 
brief time of worship and prayer in the 
sanctuary. If you’re looking for a church 
choir with big hearts and lots of talent... 
this is it! 

Festival Choir
Meets as announced
 The Festival Choir gathers to sing a 
couple times a year. We last sang at the 
Easter morning services in 2011 and also 
sang a patriotic concert on July 4, 2010. 
Sometimes we sing as a Women’s Chorus 
or a Men’s Chorus.

Worship Media
 Our contemporary services and, 
increasingly, our traditional services rely 
on sound and media in worship. 
Volunteers help prepare and present 
media, monitor sound, and record 
worship, while working alongside the 
musicians. As we add new technology,  the 
job becomes more challenging and 
rewarding.

Music Fundamentals
 C o m i n g i n O c t o b e r i s a n e w 
opportunity to study music in a group 
setting. We’ll explore notation, music 
theory, history, and see what we can learn 
about music in church history and 
scripture. Stay tuned for more information 
in next month’s newsletter.
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Children’s Ministry

Bach to Rock, there's music for you!

 You'll find a wide 
variety of musical styles 
in Holy Spirit's music 
ministry. The wonderful 
Christ ian musician, 
Johann Sebastian Bach 
(1685-1750), is quoted 
as saying, "The aim and 
final end of all music 
should be none other than the glory of 
God and the refreshment of the soul." 
That's a goal for all our choirs and music 
groups.
 If you're not already in a group, take a 
moment to see what we offer.  There's 
something for everyone. Rehearsal times 
and start dates are noted with each group.
 New this year is that we are combining 
our two adult choirs into one that will sing 
at various services. In the past we’ve had  
choirs that were assigned to a specific 
service and type of music. By combining, 

we’ll have a larger choir singing a wider 
variety of music and we’ll be serving 
more people with music that praises our 
Lord and uplifts his people.  Don’t fret, 
we’ll work out the schedule together for 
everyone’s benefit. We’ll even have a 
staffed nursery available for children up to 
age 5.
 I also want to point out the excellent 
opportunity for elementary children with 
our KidSong Music Club. It’s more than a 
children’s choir and it’s fun! Ben and 
Karen Dahlke will be hosting the club 
meetings this year on Monday nights from 
6:00 to 7:00pm.

   Blessings,

   Tim Beasley
   Music Minister

Music Ministry

Music Ministry (continued from p. 4)
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FaithWalk is a process of faith formation 
and discipling for adults who desire 
baptism, to renew their baptism, to 
become a member of Holy Spirit, or 
simply to know more about God and life 
in Christ.

Come and See
a time to explore and ask your questions
 During the first steps of the journey,  
you are invited to ask questions about 
Christianity,  Lutheran beliefs and Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church. You will also 
have the opportunity to meet others and 
share about yourself.
 These open-ended sessions honor the 
voice of each person and all questions and 
experiences are welcome. When ready, the 
inquirer, in consultation with the pastor 
and FaithWalk leaders may decide to enter 
a more intensive period of exploration of 
the Christian faith.  

Come and Explore
a time to grow in faith
 Those who decide to continue in 
FaithWalk, will be joined by a sponsor, for 
a time of learning and growing in 
relationship with God and God’s people.
 Sessions, led by trained lay leaders and 
p a s t o r s ,  p r e p a r e c a n d i d a t e s f o r 
membership at Holy Spirit and Baptism or 
Affirmation of Baptism.  Participants will 
explore Christian beliefs and faith 
practices.  Focus includes discussion of 
weekly scripture lessons. Sharing of life 
experiences and faith journeys are central 
to this time in FaithWalk.
 The goal of this session is to develop 
knowledge and lead you into a deeper life 
long journey of faith as a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 

Come and Prepare
a time to find new life in Christ
 During this season of preparation, we 
look more closely at Luther’s Small 

Catechism, which includes the Creed’s 
and the Lord’s Prayer. 
 This is an intensive period of 
preparation for baptism. In your baptism 
or affirmation of your baptism, you are 
joined to the Body of Christ, the Church, 
and we, the faith community at Holy 
Spirit Lutheran Church, welcome you as 
companions in a life-long journey—a faith 
walk. 

Come and Serve
a time to discover faith in daily living
 Baptism is more than an event—it is a 
way of life. Through Baptism we receive a 
wonderful gift of grace that compels us to 
share our lives with others.  During this 
time you will have opportunity to reflect 
on your Baptism or Affirmation of 
Baptism.  You will explore your gifts, 
interests and passions to find meaningful 
ways to use those gifts to serve God and 
others as you live out your faith in your 
daily life.

For more information about FaithWalk, 
such as expectations and meeting times, 
talk with Devra Betts or a pastor, or email 
Devra at devra@holyspiritlc.org.

 It is hard to believe that September is 
already here and with it comes the 
b e g i n n i n g o f o u r 
Confirmation  program 
at Holy Spirit. So what 
i s C o n f i r m a t i o n , 
a n y w a y ? I n t h e 
Lutheran church we 
baptize people of all 
ages, but often parents 
choose to have their 
infants baptized. Since babies can't decide 
for themselves whether they want a 
relationship with God, it is our hope that 
as they grow they will learn about God 
through the witness of their parents and 
family, baptismal sponsors, and through 
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School 
and participating in worship.  
 When youth are old enough to enter 7th 
grade they begin to prepare themselves to 
affirm their baptism. Typically a child will 
go through two years of Confirmation 
ministry in which they will learn about the 
Ten Commandments, the Reformation, the 
sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion, the Lord's Prayer and the 
Apost les ' Creed!They a lso bui ld 
relationships with the other youth of our 
congregation and with the caring adults 
that volunteer as guides for small group 
activities.
 In the fall of their 9th grade year, once a 
young person has gone through our 
Confirmation program ministry they will 
make a public affirmation of their baptism 
in front of the congregation.  This occurs 
during a worship service so that the 
friends and members of our church can 
promise to support them in their growing 
faith. We typically meet on Wednesday 
evenings from 6pm to 8pm and usually we 
alternate from a lesson night (learning in a 
classroom setting) to a fellowship night or 
a service project. 
 If you have a child who is entering 7th 
grade, or if they are beyond 7th grade and 
haven’t gone through Confirmation, 

please enroll them! There will be an 
orientation on September 14 at 6pm which 
will give you a chance to ask questions 
and you can find out what kinds of 
expectations we have for the students 
going through the program. Please 
consider joining us and I look forward to 
helping you and your children grow in the 
faith in the coming year!

	
 	
 	
 God Bless,     

	
 	
 	
 Pastor Ryan
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Youth and Family Ministry

UPCOMING YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
YOU DON”T WANT TO MISS!

Saturday, September 3, at 7pm
Youth Dive-In at Kenny Barron’s 
grandma’s house! (see bulletin or the 
STORM Facebook page for more 
details)

Wednesday, September 14, at 6pm
Confirmation Orientation 

Youth Nights 
September 11 and September 18

FaithWalk
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